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Your locally owned source for 
 sage advice in real estate.
Valuing hard work, integrity 
and community. 
Our success is driven by the relationships we 
have developed as a trusted source of local  
real estate knowledge in Teton Valley and the  
surrounding area. Our experienced agents are 
committed to Teton Valley and its community.
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Julie Robinson & Erica Tremblay

We know Teton Valley
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Greater Teton Area
www.moyerdesignbuild.com

moyerbuilders@silverstar.com
jeb@moyerdesignbuild.com

Pete Moyer 208-456-2385 or Jeb Moyer 307-690-0364
Idaho Contractor Registration: RCE-60
Licensed Resident Contractor 
Class C Town of Jackson, Wyoming

53 Years’ 

Experience 

in all Types of 

Construction

• Building Design

• Remodeling and Additions

• New Home Construction

• New Frame, Post, Log and 
Contemporary Construction

PHOTO: COURTESY OF WRJ INTERIOR DESIGN
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307.576.5760
kurt@buildwiththegrain.com

www.BuildWithTheGrain.com
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on the cover Erika Eschholz, owner 
of Teton Full Circle Farm in Victor, 
harvests vibrant sunflowers. 
Photograph by Camrin Dengel.
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Summers in Teton Valley are truly special. Whether you 
spend it on the water, on the trails, on a blanket soaking up 
the mountain air—or all of the above—if you’ve experienced 
it, you know its charm well. The shifting of the season 
also comes with the arrival of Teton Valley Magazine’s 
summer edition, which kicks off the third decade since 
the publication’s inception. Issue after issue, the team at 
Powder Mountain Press works to deliver top-notch stories 
and photographs that celebrate the heart and soul of Pierre’s 
Hole—past, present, and future. This issue is no exception. 
But, for us, there is something a bit more special this time 
around.   

As you read in Nancy McCullough-McCoy’s note from the 
winter issue, Sage Hibberd and I have stepped into the 
role of publishers at Powder Mountain Press, also wearing 
the hats of art director and editor in chief, respectively. 
We are overjoyed to begin this new chapter, a wonderful 
continuation of what we’ve been doing for some time now. 
Sage has been expertly designing striking spreads for nearly 
a decade, and I have crafted articles for the TVM pages since 
I first began calling the Tetons home in 2012.  

We are grateful to the businesses that fill our pages with 
their advertisements. Their support allows us to do what we 
do—and we love what we do. We are also indebted to our 
writers and photographers, who have welcomed us, while 
trusting that we will continue the legacy both Nancy and her 
husband Mac have forged.  

As I began to write this note, I reflected on the stories within 
the pages of this issue and noticed a theme so fitting for this 
new chapter: Laboring with love. You’ll read about Rachel 
Masterson Gray, an expert luthier who mends violins with 
surgeon-like skill; a collection of cut-flower growers who 
dotingly tend to their blooms; and a longtime local family 
who worked to secure water rights to tend their farms. In our 
features, Jeannette Boner dives into the world of wildfires, 
shot from the lens of the men and women who bravely heed 
the call. Mel Paradis talks to local folks who have cultivated 
careers beyond our county lines, jobs that allow them to live 
where they love, while doing what they love. 

Like the aforementioned folks, Sage and I are laboring with 
love. We will strive to create this magazine with passion, 
professionalism, and a deep love for the work that we do. 
Thank you for entrusting us to tell your stories and celebrate 
our community. Here’s to many more issues to come; we 
have so many stories still to tell. 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: BELTSHAZZAR JEWELS, ALEXIS DRAKE, LLC, 
BELLE COSE, HARKER DESIGN, KIBLER & KIRCH, EXHIBIT + SALE FLOOR
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TICKETS
WesternDesignConference.com

OPENING PREVIEW PARTY
RUNWAY FASHION SHOW
DESIGNER SHOW HOUSE

LIVE AUCTION
3-DAY EXHIBIT + SALE

$19,100 in awards

September 6-9, 2018
SNOW KING CENTER

JACKSON HOLE, WYOMING

WESTERN
D+ ESIGN

Shop the finest 
home furnishings and fashion 

with 100+ juried artists 
from cowboy to contemporary
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OF OUR PATIENTS EXPRESS OVERALL SATISFACTION
 (THE NATIONAL AVERAGE IS 71%)

94%

307.739.6199  |   tetonhospital .org/spine

Spine surgery can make a huge difference in your life, but it’s not something to rush 

into. Here at St. John’s Peak Spine Center, our patient education program ensures 

you and your family understand the process. And our team of experienced surgeons, 

nurses, and therapists works with our orthopedic program manager to give you 

the personalized care you deserve before, during, and after your stay. Call us to be 

introduced to a patient ambassador. Our goal is simple: to get you back to the things 

you love.

GET  BAC K
O U T  T H E R E
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TETON COUNTY TITLE
Your title company for the 

past, present and future

We take our jobs seriously. When investing in a new home, a new 
site for your business, or your own Private Idaho ‘getaway’ you need 
to have peace of mind that the property is truly yours and that the 
closing is handled professionally. Please feel free to call us…we’re 
here to help!

18 N. Main St. Suite 300

Driggs, Idaho

208-354-5050

Pictured (left to right) Ruth Corcoran - Title Officer,  Daryl Fauth - Manager,  Tiera Parker - Escrow Officer

TetonCountyTitle.com

Stop by our new office location in the Colter Building!

36 S. Main, Driggs, ID

A Natural GrocerA r

Open Daily 9-7
36 S. Main, Driggs, ID • 208-354-2307

Juice Bar Hours 9-2

Organic Produce
Natural Wines • Beer

Sandwiches
Artisan Bread

Local Raw Milk
Pet Foods

Health & Beauty
Supplements • Gifts

www.barrelsandbins.market
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Your Wyoming & Idaho Agents
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www.asrrealty.com
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Mel Paradis loves meeting people to discuss how they make ends meet here in the 
valley.  Like the people she interviewed for her piece (Basinites Without Borders, 
page 56), Mel created a work niche for herself in Teton Valley. Mel’s niche is stock-
piling jobs to keep things interesting. Along with freelance writing, she gets paid to 
serve gourmet food, tutor children, teach drama, and improvise with Jackson, Wyo-
ming’s Laff Staff. Her first book on how to teach improv to teenagers was released 
this spring through Beat by Beat Press.
 

A native of Colorado, Jamye Chrisman, (Conscientious Cuts, page 62, Kidding 
Around, page 88) traveled the globe taking photos before finally falling in love 
with the Tetons. In addition to magazine photography, Jamye has a bustling busi-
ness as one of the area’s most well-respected wedding photographers. When she 
is not out shooting brides and grooms, she can be found exploring new places on 
her  bike with her husband or sipping on a vanilla latte at a local cafe. You can 
find more of her photography at jamyechrisman.com.

Covering the Mesa Falls Marathon evoked fond memories for Michael McCoy (Con-
necting the Miles, page 72), whose competitive running pursuits of more than thirty 
years ago propelled him to a 1:14 half marathon and 2:42 full marathon, along with 
a trip to Boston in 1983. “I literally quit marathoning while I was ahead,” he says, 
“after winning the 1985 Salmon River Marathon.” Until last autumn, Mac was the 
editor of this magazine. His debut novel, Sleeping Dogs Don’t Lie, was released last 
November by Sastrugi Press of Jackson Hole. You can learn about it at facebook.
com/SleepingDogSite.
 

A self-confirmed “chowderhead” with a western soul, Christina Shepherd McGuire (Dog 
As My Witness, page 32) shares her Tetonia home with a husband, two children, 
a dog, a cat, and seven chickens. Christina strives to balance the craziness of 
family life with moments of slow living and, as editor of Teton Family Magazine, 
inspires others to do the same. When she’s not in the garden or hanging out with 
local farmers—milking a goat or gaining inspiration for the next best read—you 
might find Christina deep in on some singletrack with a flat tire. Catch up with her 
at christinashepherdmcguire.com.    

Lara Agnew (Always in Tune, page 26, Local Flavors, page 80) is a lover of stories. 
She relishes hearing them from friends and strangers, reading them to her chil-
dren, and sharing them through her work as a photographer. Before opening her 
own photography business, the Washington State native traversed the West as a 
field biologist and outdoor educator. Lara enjoys spending time with her husband, 
their two kids, and their faithful dog, pursuing adventures big and tiny. When not 
wrangling little humans, you can find her seeking good light with her camera, 
tending to her garden, or playing in the mountains.
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13 South Main Street   •   Victor, Idaho   •   208.787.FEST (3378) 
www.festive-living.com    •   Mon-Sat 10am-6pm

RUSTIC • MOUNTAIN MODERN • WESTERN • TRADITIONAL • COMMERCIAL

l o c a t e d  w i t h i n
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design
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13 South Main Street   •   Victor, Idaho   •   208.787.FEST (3378) 
www.festive-living.com    •   Mon-Sat 10am-6pm

RUSTIC • MOUNTAIN MODERN • WESTERN • TRADITIONAL • COMMERCIAL

l o c a t e d  w i t h i n

within

design

within

design

If You’re Lucky Enough to Live in the Mountains, 

You’re Lucky Enough!

Visit us today…. Under the Buffalo!
10 N Main  |  Driggs, ID 83422  |  208.354.9090  |  SilverPeaksRealty.com
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Fuel up with a bagel and smear of choice from 
Big Hole Bagels and Bistro

Mountain bike the South Horseshoe trails in 
the Big Hole Range

Sit outside and munch avocado toast with a 
pour-over coffee at the new Rise Coffee House 

Start your day searching for one-of-a-kind 
finds at See N’ Save Thrift Store in Driggs

Gaze down on Teton Valley from a high-flying 
hot air balloon

Hit the South Fork or Teton River with one of 
our many pro fly-fishing guides

Spoil a good walk (as Mark Twain would say) by 
golfing at one of our three public courses

Find your center aboard a stand-up paddle-
board on the Teton River

Stock up on homegrown goods at the Teton 
Valley Farmers Market

Visit Yostmark Mountain Equipment in 
Driggs for top-notch outdoor gear and apparel

*Visit our Dining section for more bodacious breakfast ideas
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Dance to the rhythm at a morning OULA class 
inside Teton Valley Dance Academy  

Learn about the local flora on a guided nature 
hike with Grand Targhee Resort’s naturalist

Explore the unique home décor offered at 
The Rusty Nail in Driggs or Victor’s Festive Living

Show your stuff at the Fifth Street Skate Park 
by grabbing some big air or folfing nine holes  

Hit the trails at Grand Targhee Resort by foot or 
on two wheels 

Pack a lunch of Victor Valley Market’s fresh deli 
sandwiches, then head to the national parks 

Cool off with a huckleberry shake from the Victor 
Emporium or a lime freeze at Corner Drug

Melt your worries and heal your worn body with 
a massage at Teton Springs’ Stillwaters Spa 

Groove on a smoothie from Barrels & Bins 
Community Market

Grab a craft brew and wood-fired pizza on the 
deck at Tatanka Tavern 

*Turn to our Dining section for additional lunch ideas

Dine alfresco at Forage in Driggs, savoring 
Idaho-style hummus and seasonal fare 

Pull up a lawn chair or spread a blanket at 
Symphony on Sundays held at Driggs City Plaza

Watch the sun dip behind the Big Holes while 
dining outside at the Knotty Pine Supper Club

Share a special dinner with family and friends 
at Linn Canyon Ranch

Hoot and holler for the cowboys and cowgirls 
at the Friday evening Teton Valley Rodeo

Spice things up with a bowl of Gang Karee 
yellow curry and an order of sake at Teton Thai  

Hang with the locals at the Royal Wolf, where 
“snow sagas and fish tales are told nightly”

Cozy up under the stars at the Spud Drive-In or 
opt for an indoor flick at Pierre’s Playhouse

Munch on some mahi fish tacos or pulled 
pork at Victor’s Big Hole BBQ 

Bite into some bibimbap and other alliterative 
tasty treats at Seoul Restaurant in Driggs

*Go to our Dining section for more dinner suggestions
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Mark your calendars. Downtown Driggs Association has a full lineup of fantastic 
arts and cultural events slated for this summer as part of the Driggs Summer Arts 
series. Charged with making downtown Driggs a fun, creative, and vibrant place 
to live and visit, the DDA is hosting Symphony on Sundays, a free outdoor sum-
mer concert series featuring regional symphony ensembles; Driggs Digs Plein Air; 
and an al fresco performance of the Shakespeare classic Othello during Shake-
speare in the Parks. 

“The Downtown Driggs Association sees the arts and culture as key to shaping 
our community identity and spirit,” says Alison Brush, executive director of the 
DDA. “Our goal is to inspire and engage residents and visitors alike with a variety 
of memorable professional art, theater, and music experiences.”

Symphony on Sundays kicks off July 1 with an ensemble from the Idaho Falls 
Symphony led by conductor Thomas Heuser. 

“The collaboration is a unique and worthwhile outreach opportunity that brings 
the symphony, which has been performing in Idaho Falls since 1949, finally into 
closer contact with our Idaho neighbors in Driggs,” Heuser says. 

The July 29 show will feature a special ensemble from the Grand Teton Music 
Festival and kick off the Driggs Digs Plein Air festival with an opening recep-
tion immediately following the concert. The August 19 concert will have a brass 
quintet. A jazz quartet will close out the season on September 16. Shakespeare 
in the Parks is taking stage July 21 at Driggs City Plaza. For more details, visit 
downtowndriggs.org.

Fall River Rural Electric and Bonneville En-
vironmental Foundation are partnering with 
Teton High School in Driggs, North Fremont 
High School in Ashton, and West Yellow-
stone High School to raise funds for small-
scale distributive generation systems to 
be installed at each school. The project 
includes a wind turbine, solar panels, and 
a real-time display for each location, as 
well as teacher training and classroom 
materials to help with integration into each 
school’s curriculum. Fall River is working to 
help local students get a head start toward 
understanding and using emerging energy 
technologies in the fields of wind and solar 
generation. To donate, visit crowdrise.com/
fallriversolarforschools.

top
 to

bo
tto

m

Solar 
Schools   

Te
ch

no
log

y 
Driggs Summer Arts    

Ar
ts 

& 
Cu

ltu
re

P
H

O
T

O
S

: 
P

A
IN

T
E

R
, 

C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 O
F

 D
O

W
N

T
O

W
N

 D
R

IG
G

S
 A

S
S

O
C

IA
T

IO
N



SUMMER 2018  magazine   19

In the Victor, Driggs, and Tetonia downtowns, shoppers 
will delight in a treasure trove of storefronts filled with 
one-of-a-kind finds. Spend an afternoon inside Estate 
Collectables—the yellow house on Victor’s Main Street—
where Western relics, antiques, and chotskies galore 
await. Off West Little in Driggs, See N’ Save is filled with 
items waiting to be rediscovered. Plus, your purchases 
support Teton Valley Hospital Foundation. In Tetonia, Horn 
Mountain Living offers unique furnishings designed by 
owner and acclaimed artist Steve Horn. You’ll also find a 
variety of antiques and eclectic décor. 

Treasure 
Trove 

Business

Peter Staiger knows the value of lending a hand. A Teton Valley native, Peter 
moved to Oregon where he became involved with a nonprofit that donates food 
baskets to those in need. When he moved back to the valley six years ago, he be-
gan looking for a way to pass on the kindness he experienced. The idea to raise a 
few pigs led to his Alta-based nonprofit, Bustle Creek Giving Farm.

“More than one pig would be way too much meat for us,” he explains. Pigs are 
social animals that do better with companions. “Why not donate the extra?” This 
winter, Peter donated more than 1,400 pounds of pork meat to the community. 
He acquired his third group of nine piglets to raise this spring and, come fall, will 
distribute the meat. Peter announces a pick-up date on Facebook and typically 
meets folks at the Park & Ride behind the Driggs Community Center.

“Life has been pretty good to me and I have been on the receiving end before,” 
he says. “There is this really corny bumper sticker that says, ‘Think globally, act 
locally,’ but there is a lot of truth to that. If we all pitched in locally at whatever 
capacity we can, you can effect a huge change in your community.” 
Facebook.com/bustlecreekgivingfarm

Passing It On
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ALL THE PLEASURES 
OF HOME & GARDEN

208.354.8816 • 2389  S. Hwy 33 • Driggs, ID
www.mdlandscapinginc.com 
Open Year Round 9-6 Monday – Saturday

Garden Center & Café
Home & Garden Décor

Gifts & Florist
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Woods
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Recreating 

Everyone seems to have a connection to cancer, whether they are a survivor or have a relative 
or friend who battled the disease. In rural communities, resources can sometimes be scarce 
or difficult to find. In collaboration with the Center for Disease Control, Eastern Idaho Public 
Health is working to close the resources gap through the newly formed Upper Valley Cancer 
Coalition. 

The group is made up of key entities and community members from Madison, Fremont, and 
Teton counties, including Eastern Idaho Public Health, Teton Valley Healthcare, Madison Me-
morial Hospital, Teton Radiology, and more. 

“We are trying to focus on things we can impact, and for us that is education and screenings,” 
says Mimi Taylor, the public information officer for EIPH. “Cancer, if caught early, is survivable. 
We want to share how important it is to take steps toward prevention, like wearing sunscreen 
or scheduling screenings.” 

For more information or to get involved, visit eiph.idaho.gov.

Few things go hand in hand quite like live music, 
barbecue, and summertime. Add fly fishing, and 
you’re in for a homegrown bash for the books. 
Friends of the Teton River and the Targhee Music 
Foundation are coming together to celebrate the 
season during the inaugural Fins & Fiddles event 
Saturday, August 4, from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the 
Knotty Pine Supper Club in Victor, Idaho.
 
Listen to a variety of renowned local and national 
musicians, order up a plate of delicious barbecue, 
and peruse the goods of local fly fishing industry 
vendors. Enjoy a raffle from both nonprofits; $10 
suggested donation.

Fins & FiddlesMusical Notes

Gathering up the entire family for 
an outing in the nearby wilderness 
makes for a wonderful summertime 
adventure. But it’s not always easy. Nix 
the stress and elevate your enjoyment 
with some simple kid-friendly tips for a 
fun excursion. 

• Plan Activities: Pack a notebook for 
your kids to draw and document 
the exciting flora and fauna they 
discover. Pass around binoculars 
for bird watching.  

• Bring a Book: Bring your favorite 
nature guide and help your kids 
spot and identify local critters. Or, 
take a break and enjoy al fresco 
storytime.  

• Fuel Up: A good hike is even better 
with the right snacks. Put together 
individual packs with dried fruit 
and nuts, and bring plenty of water. 

Connecting 
Resources     
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A frequently encountered question for any Teton Valley resident is, “How long 
have you been here?”
  
If duration equates to legitimacy, then one resident alone stands above all oth-
ers: the iconic Sandhill Crane. Their seasonal arrival and signature calls have 
been a harbinger of spring for millennia; likewise, an annual pre-migration 
gathering with astounding numbers in the valley, called “staging,” signals au-
tumn’s arrival.
  
Teton Valley’s crane fall gathering comprises birds from throughout Greater Yel-
lowstone, representing one of the largest staging populations of Sandhill Cranes 
in the Northern Rockies. Only a few decades ago, the spectacle of five thousand 
or more could be observed. Something happened and the population declined 
precipitously to about five hundred birds—development of farmlands being the 
major factor. However, in recent years an estimated two thousand birds are again 
staging in the valley, demonstrating a remarkable recovery.
  
The crane recovery has been an untrumpeted local conservation success story 
quietly occurring under the radar. For fifteen years, the Teton Regional Land 
Trust, Idaho Department of Fish and Game, and volunteers have been moni-
toring and analyzing the Sandhill’s habitat use patterns and preferences. Some 
ninety thousand on-the-ground observations form the bedrock basis for a hab-
itat protection program, establishment of food plots, partnering with valley 
farmers, and opportunities for a future “watchable wildlife” program.
  
While there is much work to do yet, Teton Valley’s cranes are deserving of a 
celebration. The Teton Regional Land Trust is hosting an inaugural day-long 
Greater Yellowstone Crane Festival at the Driggs City Plaza on September 15, 
2018. The regional event will celebrate the annual Sandhill Crane migration 
through art, poetry, photography, dance, educational presentations for adults, 
arts and crafts for kids, food and drink, and live music. Dr. George Archibald, 
the president of the International Crane Foundation and the world’s foremost 
expert on cranes, is scheduled to be the keynote speaker.

For more information, or to volunteer, contact Kate Salomon at kate@teton 
landtrust.org. You can also visit tetonlandtrust.org for more information 
about the work of the Land Trust and the upcoming festival.

A Calling of Cranes  
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208.354.8816 • 2389  S. Hwy 33 • Driggs, ID
www.mdlandscapinginc.com 
Open Year Round 9-6 Monday – Saturday

BEAUTIFUL
LANDSCAPES
START HERE

Landscaping & Design
Excavation • Rock & Pavers

Water Features
Maintenance & Irrigation
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Greater Yellowstone Crane Festival
Saturday, September 15th

DRIGGS, IDAHO

Pattie & Earle Layser 
Memorial Trust
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Festival Activities at Noon 
on the Driggs Plaza
Arts & Crafts • Entertainment 

Poetry Contest • Food & Drinks
Traditional Crane Dance Presentations
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208-354-RISE   |   40 Depot St.   |   risedriggs.com   |   #risedriggs   |   @risedriggs

With more than 72 years of serving
the public in the same location—

We “moose” be doing it right!

 “      ”

WE DO IT ALL!
On-The-Farm Service
4x4 Bearing Packs
Oil Changes
Alignments
Brakes
On-The-Road Service
Safety Siping & Studs
Best Buy on Tires

80 W. Little Ave., Driggs • 354-8161

Giving with 
Gratitude
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Just over a year ago, Teton Valley resident 
Penny Murray found herself searching for a 
way to spread a bit more joy. Her solution? 
Gratitude Box Gift Co., a thoughtful gift box 
filled with items focused on self-care, self-
love, and gratitude. 

“Gratitude Box Gift Co. came to life as a 
means of contributing to the positive bal-
ance of our beautiful world [with a gift]; a 
thoughtful and inspired way to share mag-
nificence,” she says. 

Inside every box is a variety of fragrant and 
all-natural products meant to bring a little 
extra happiness or provide a calming mo-
ment: A meditation stone carved with the 
word “gratitude”; hand-blended essential 
oils to stimulate joy, bliss, and thanks; teas; 
fragrant bath salts; and more. 

Penny crafts each box in her Victor home 
and ships to anywhere across the country. 
They arrive wrapped in a deep purple bow 
and are bursting with aromatics. 

“They are a great gift of thanks for a retreat, 
bridal shower, or any kind of celebration 
you might need,” she says. Visit gratitude 
boxgiftco.com to learn more. 

Sp
re

ad
ing

 Jo
y

P
H

O
T

O
: 

C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 O
F

 G
R

A
T

IT
U

D
E

 B
O

X
 G

IF
T

 C
O

.



SUMMER 2018  magazine   23

A recreational sanctuary, this timberframed 
log home sits on 9.9 acres and borders 
National Forest. Listed at $550,000

11690 Howards End Ln
Tetonia, Idaho

This income-producing 3 bed, 4 bath Ski 
Hill Road condo is a turnkey and bright end 
unit.  Listed at $339,000

502 Shadow Brook
Driggs, Idaho

Premier Properties in Teton Valley, Idaho & Wyoming

74 N. Main Street   � Driggs, Idaho   � 208.345.8833   � Andrea Loban, Broker
GrandTargheeRealty.com

This 3.47-acre homesite is located on Ski 
Hill Road with Teton views, seasonal stream 
and trees. Listed at $125,500

2140 Falcon Creek Drive
Driggs, Idaho

Hydropower is fueled by rain and snow, making it a clean fuel 

and renewable source.
Hydropower accounts for 90 percent of renewable energy in Fall River Electric’s service territory as well as 
throughout the Pacific Northwest.

Because it’s fueled by water, the Northwest’s hydro base does not produce air pollution, avoiding the 
equivalent greenhouse gas emissions of more than 10 million cars on the road.

Hydro is also a constant supply of energy to meet the energy demands of our owner-members and mil-
lions of others in the Northwest while seamlessly integrating other renewables such as wind and solar. 
Hydroelectric generators can respond to increased power demands at any time of the day or night, and in 
any given weather condition regardless of wind or sunshine and can dispatch power to the grid instantly.
They provide essential back-up power during major electricity disruptions.

Hydro-power – clean, renewable, dependable and affordable!

Island Park Hydro Buffalo Hydro Chester Hydro Felt Hydro

The largest source of clean power 
in the United States is hydropower.
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Community Foundation of Teton Valley 
 (208) 354- 0230 | PO Box 1523 | Driggs, ID 83422

www.TINCUPCHALLENGE.org

Elevating lives through 
the power of generosity.

Donate

SATURDAY, JULY 21, 2018 | DRIGGS CITY PARK | 9 AM - NOON

Volunteer Run

GIVING PERIOD: JUNE  1 - JULY 27, 2018



SUMMER 2018  magazine   25

PO Box 373, Driggs, ID • 208-201-1622 • tvtap@tvtap.org

Teton Valley Trails 
Ready for you to GET Outside

 Support TVTAP’s mission of a community connected by trails 
and pathways by participating in our GET Outside program. 
Visit our website for more details on events that help you Go 
Explore Trails.

Summer 2018 Events
MAY 19 
Trail Meet, Greet & BBQ*, Horseshoe Canyon
*weather permitting 

MAY 24
Idaho Falls Meet & Greet

JUNE 9
Volunteer Trail Day 1, South Leigh

JUNE 20
Tin Cup Pint Night, Grand Teton Brewing

JUNE 22 
GET Outside Series: Kids Hike with the
Learning Academy, South Fork Horseshoe

JULY 13
Volunteer Trail Day 2, Decoster Trail
 
JULY 21
Tin Cup Challenge Celebration

JULY 24
GET Outside Series: USFS BG&R, Teton Canyon

JULY 28 
Targhee Hill Climb

AUGUST 18
Volunteer Trail Day 3, Southern Valley

AUGUST 22 
GET Outside Series: Connected to Safety with 
Backcountry Zero

AUGUST 31 - SEPTEMBER 3
Wydaho Rendezvous Teton Bike Festival

SEPTEMBER 15
Horseshoe Challenge Trail Race

OCTOBER 6
20th Anniversary Party

FOR MORE DETAILS, GO TO TVTAP.ORGCommunity Foundation of Teton Valley 
 (208) 354- 0230 | PO Box 1523 | Driggs, ID 83422

www.TINCUPCHALLENGE.org

Elevating lives through 
the power of generosity.

Donate

SATURDAY, JULY 21, 2018 | DRIGGS CITY PARK | 9 AM - NOON

Volunteer Run

GIVING PERIOD: JUNE  1 - JULY 27, 2018
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iolins are tuned in inter-
vals of perfect fifths from 
one string to the next. As 
a bow is drawn across the 
strings, the vibrations send 
a transmission through the 
bridge and sound post to 
the body of the violin. That 

vibration then radiates into the air, 
turning into sounds created by artists 
ranging from Baroque composer Jo-
hann Sebastian Bach to country-swing 
music sensation Bob Wills. But before 
there is a musician fiddling and pluck-
ing away, there’s a luthier. Cue Rachel 
Masterson Gray. 

Tucked away in a basement stu-
dio, Rachel and her husband David 
Bundy have carved out a musical oasis 
where David teaches lessons to local 
students and Rachel, a trained luthier, 
mends violins. One room of the space 
is lined with bass guitars and peppered 
with percussions, a rock ‘n’ roll lover’s 
bliss. On the other side, Rachel’s space 

Always 
In Tune 
Teton Valley luthier
keeps the notes dancing
BY KATE HULL
PHOTOGRAPHY BY LARA AGNEW

V
is a bit more delicate. The quaint work-
shop houses dozens of small tools 
hanging on the walls, blocks of maple 
and spruce woods, and violins await-
ing their turn to, hopefully, once again 
play wonderful music. For seven years, 
she’s been Teton Valley’s resident “vio-
lin doctor,” fixing cracks and breaks 
with surgeon-like skill. 

But the road to becoming a luthier 
began, believe it or not, with biology. 
Rachel graduated with a wildlife biol-
ogy degree and in the late nineties was 
living with a group of other biologists 
in Virginia. During an evening spent 
sharing stories and getting to know 
one another, an idea took hold. 

“A co-worker told us about his dad 
who makes violins,” she says. “I had 
never thought about instrument mak-
ing before, but the idea stayed in the 
back of my head for a long time.”

Music had always been an important 
part of Rachel’s life. She grew up playing 
the trumpet and recalls memories of her 
mother listening to classical music, which 
deepened Rachel’s appreciation for all 
types of compositions. She and David 
are also members of local reggae group 
Chanman Roots Band, in which Rachel 
plays trumpet and David the bass. 

But in 2007, the idea sparked from 
that night of conversation came to frui-
tion. Rachel enrolled in Salt Lake City’s 
Violin Making School of America. 

“Creating, not just 
something, but 

something musical … 
that is where 

the passion is.”  
– Rachel Gray

RACHEL 

MASTERSON 

GRAY’S WORKSHOP 

IS FILLED WITH 

PRECISION TOOLS, 

WOOD SHAVINGS, 

AND VIOLINS ON 

THE MEND. 
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“I have always enjoyed doing things 
with my hands,” Rachel says. “The cre-
ativity factor and the satisfaction of 
starting with literal chunks of wood 
and then creating, not just something, 
but something musical … that is where 
the passion is.” 

While enrolled in the program, she 
split her time between Driggs and Salt 
Lake City, heading home on the week-
ends to play a gig with her band and 
see her husband. 

Rachel is often asked if she plays 
violin. “Yes, but not great,” she might 
reply with a laugh. She refers to her-
self as a trumpet player in public and 
a banjo and violin player in private. 
When it comes to working on violins, 
for her it’s all about the precision and 
the craftsmanship. 

Rachel works with a violin repair 
shop in Rexburg, where students and 
musicians bring in stringed instruments 
in need of mending. Wood shavings, 
violin pieces, and tools line her work-
station. A clamp sits attached to the 
belly of one instrument, as a repaired 
seam dries. A seam is easier to fix than 
a crack in the body of the instrument, 
she explains. The mending process is 
all about the detail. A violin is made up 
of thin and delicate pieces of wood ex-
pertly carved and glued together. 

“Typically, you use spruce on the 
top and maple on the sides and back,” 

CHANDLER INSURANCE
Protection Since 1963

Craig Chandler
(208) 624-3721 • craigc@myidahomail.com
220 East Main • St. Anthony, Idaho 83445

Every Day 
7 AM to 9 PM

787-2230
Main & Center in Victor

• Quality Prepared 
Foods and Fresh Cut 
Meats

• Great Selection of 
Wine and Local Beer

she says. The wood varieties are light in 
color, making a bold red or deep brown 
varnish easier to apply. Both are  strong 
woods that are still very flexible. The 
violin neck holds the strings and the fin-
gerboards. The decorative bridge keeps 
the strings away from the top of the 
instrument. A small piece of seasoned 
spruce hides inside the violin, effecting 
the instrument’s tone. The distinctions 
of each instrument might appear ordi-
nary to the naked eye, but to a luthier, 
they are the key elements, however 
small and subtle, to making quality mu-
sic. Rachel is always listening for a cer-
tain sound that’s a bit hard to describe. 
You just have to hear it, she says. 

“I listen for a colorfulness to the 
tone or a layered full sound, rather than 
a pitchiness—which, if you heard a 
nicer made instrument versus a not as 
nice one, you could easily tell the differ-
ence,” she says. “There is a richness to 
the tone that projects really well.”

Someday soon, Rachel hopes to 
craft a custom violin to let her creativ-
ity shine, and then find it a home. “It’s 
a very personal thing, buying an in-
strument or finding an instrument you 
love,” she says. “It is about matching 
the person to the instrument.” 

With Rachel’s know-how blended 
into each nook and cranny, there’s no 
doubt the instrument will sound just 
right. Visit mastersonviolins.com.  

RACHEL ENROLLED IN SALT LAKE CITY’S VIOLIN MAKING SCHOOL 

OF AMERICA IN 2007. NOW, SHE IS TETON VALLEY’S RESIDENT 

“VIOLIN DOCTOR.”
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Visit with your healthcare professional
about the benefits of a sleep study. 

New Service

Fast, Affordable, and 
On Your Way.

McDonald’s® 
of Jackson Hole

Open & Serving your favorites 5:00am - Midnight Daily

Free Wi-Fi
1110 W. Broadway, Jackson, WY  • 1 mile west of Town Square 

307-733-7444
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BY JOYCE D. EDLEFSEN
PHOTOGRAPH BY LINDA SWOPE
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ames Wallace Price’s family history with water began more than a cen-
tury ago, when his grandparents made the choice to move in 1898 from 
Nephi, Utah, and settle in Teton Valley. 

Lured by the promise of land and landscape, they took the prompt 
from their church leaders to settle a new place and headed north to 
Idaho. James’ dad, Vandes A. Price, was eight.

Now, one hundred and twenty years later, James has followed his 
namesake grandfather’s dream, living and thriving in beautiful Teton 

Valley, where he farms and raises livestock. His farming career began first with his 
dad and brother, Dale, and later with his wife, Marlene, and their children. During 
his farming years, he kept his crops and livestock watered thanks to the efforts of 
his late relatives to establish water rights. 

When his grandparents first arrived to homestead under the Desert Land Act, a 
settler had to show the property had sufficient water.

“In order to have the homestead, they established water on their place,” James, 
86, wrote in a personal history kept at the Teton Valley Museum. “[My grandpar-
ents] went up to Teton Creek and made a ditch called the Price-Fairbank ditch.” 

At the time, the Grand Teton Canal Company had been established and the fam-
ily had area water rights, but the new ditch would help extend them. 

“The ditch was brought down by the old rock house [in Driggs] where we lived,” 
James says. “It came down and over to where we live now, about two blocks south-
west, and then across the highway and down by the railroad track,” James says.

James Wallace Price looks back 
at family’s history with water

Planting Deep Roots 

J
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Planting Deep Roots 

Another ditch came through 
Driggs near the elementary school and 
crossed the highway, continuing down 
to the grain mill. The Harrop family, 
also early valley settlers, shared usage 
of the ditch, James recalls.

His grandfather’s homestead in-
cluded eighty acres at the north end of 
Driggs, a land selection looked upon by 
other farming hopefuls with a bit of ini-
tial skepticism.

In the book History of Teton Valley, 
author B.W. Driggs says the land was 
“located on eighty acres across the road 
from the high school on a gravel patch 
that no one else thought worth taking, 
but from which [Price] has reared and 
educated his children and made a com-
fortable living.”

After the homestead was established, 
the family’s first water issue came with 
the development of the railroad, which 
in 1912 cut through the property. This 
reduced the homestead to sixty acres, 
and prompted the need to reroute the 
ditch to cross the highway near today’s 
Driggs-Reed Memorial Airport. 

In 1917 James’ parents, Vandes and 
Vera Knight, married and moved to a 
one-hundred and-sixty-acre homestead 
called the Swamp Ranch on South 
Bates Road. 

Through the years the Price family 
and their farm and ranch property ac-
quisitions grew, as did their dealings in 
water. James discovered that establish-
ing and holding onto water rights was 
critical and often one of the most diffi-
cult parts of being a property owner. He 
helped irrigate land holdings in several 
parts of the valley when he took up the 
ranching occupation permanently after 
a stint in the Air Force during the Ko-
rean War. 

One of his earliest childhood memo-
ries involves a water milestone in Driggs. 
He recalls walking to school, in the early 
1930s, with his mother, when he was five 
years old. 

“I can remember seeing about one 
hundred guys digging a trench,” James 

says. “They were putting in a water sys-
tem for the City of Driggs, digging it all 
by hand.” He guessed it was a replace-
ment system. The first water system for 
Driggs had been built in 1912, bringing 
water from a spring in Teton Canyon.

His family has dealt with most of 
the major water issues facing the valley, 
including sorting out water regulations 
along the Idaho and Wyoming state 
border, shifting from flood to sprinkler 
irrigation, and the lengthy and compli-
cated Snake River Basin Adjudication, 
an administrative and legal process that 
began in 1987 to determine water rights 
in the Snake River Basin drainage.

“After dad died in 1952, we bought 
six-hundred-plus acres with water from 
South Leigh [Creek], but we could only 
irrigate forty acres with it,” James says. 
Half of the land was in Wyoming. He 
spent three years, and had lots of conver-
sations with the more than fifteen affect-
ed neighbors, to finally be able to irrigate 
part of it. He had to submit the paper-
work to Wyoming twice, since the state 
claimed he had used the wrong forms on 
his first try. “It would have made it sim-
pler to put the state line on the top of [the 
Tetons],” he says. 

The Prices were also involved in es-
tablishing the Middle Darby Sprinkler 
System, a gravity-powered irrigation ar-
rangement that replaced ditches in that 
area. They used the water to irrigate 
their property there. 

The way water is utilized for ir-
rigation and other uses has changed 
dramatically through the years. But 
odds are, if you have access to irriga-
tion in this community, James and his 
family helped make it possible. What 
once was a valley sloping away from 
the Tetons with only snowmelt streams 
and subwater, is now settled, civilized, 
and amply watered.

Even now James remains vigilant to 
keep his water rights, and he maintains 
a fountain of paperwork and memories 
ready for anyone who wants to take a 
drink.  

Targhee Village
Golf Course + Range

Teton Valley, Idaho
Located: 45 Minutes from Jackson Hole 

4 miles from Driggs

Season passes available
Family Fun

(307) 699-5007
Find us on Facebook

Visit us at our new 
Downtown Driggs location
260 N. Main Street
(208) 354-6666

Find us on Facebook
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nother library trip—my 
favorite thing! I’m so 
excited to see the kids to-
day! (I hope Lena remem-
bered my treats).

It’s 3 p.m. on a Tues-
day. Lena Fuchs pulls up 
to the Valley of the Tetons 

Library in Driggs and ushers in Kiani 
(Ani), her enormous Shiloh Shepherd, 
adorned with an official Teton County 
Pet Partners vest and leash.

I wonder what we’ll be reading 
today. Maybe Captain Underpants or 
The Pigeon Finds a Hot Dog! I like 
books about hot dogs … but they make 
me a bit hungry.

The dog-and-trainer pair makes its 
way back to the children’s room. Ani 
knowingly plops her ninety pounds of 
pure gentleness down in front of two 
beanbag chairs nestled in the corner—
and waits.

It’s 3:15 p.m. The kids will be here 
soon. Maybe I’ll take a nap … Wait! 
[Ani raises her head.] Did someone say 
“Enchanté”? [A French command that 
means “Pleased to meet you.”] That’s 
my cue to shake, which is immediate-
ly followed by my favorite treat. Oh. I 
forgot. We didn’t even read a book yet.

Kids file into the library after 
school. Dominic, a spirited seven-year-
old boy and regular participant of the 
Read to Rover library program, greats 

Dog As 
My Witness 

Read to Rover gives 
young readers a voice 
BY CHRISTINA SHEPHERD MCGUIRE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY CAMRIN DENGEL

A
Ani with his big brown eyes. Younger 
kids filter into the children’s room 
and look on—keeping their distance 
at first—as Dominic chooses his first 
book and reads the dialect with ani-
mated inflection. Ani raises her head 
briefly as the newcomers gather, but 
then sinks back into a gentle rest with 
the first words spoken.

Ani—along with Hailee, an Austra-
lian Shepherd, and Maggie, a poodle 
mix—is one of five volunteer dogs that 
participate in the Read to Rover pro-
gram held at both the Victor and Driggs 
branches of Valley of the Tetons Library. 
Started in 2015 by programs specialist 
Rasheil Stanger, Read to Rover encour-
ages a love of reading in kids, grades kin-
dergarten (emergent readers) through 
fifth. The animal listeners provide a non-
judgmental setting for young children to 
practice their reading skills. And the han-
dlers act as empathetic teachers, assist-
ing readers with tricky prose and asking 
questions to increase comprehension.

How’d the library get this idea?
According to a 2010 study done 

by the University of California, Da-
vis, children who attended traditional 
schools and regularly read to dogs im-
proved their oral fluency by 12 percent. 
Home-schooled kids saw a 30 percent 
improvement. This study sparked a 
nationwide movement in which dogs 

Representing 
over 150 
American 
artisans 

208-354-GIFT(4438)

Open 10-6

Closed Tuesdays

160 E. Little Ave.

Driggs, Idaho

www.guchiebirds.com
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Uh oh.
It looks like 
you have a 
nasty 
insurance 
deductible.

At Cache Clinic we accept 
cash, check and credit cards  
--  no insurance. 

30 East Little Ave,
Driggs, Idaho 83422
(208) 354-1156
cacheclinic.com

*Medications, tests and 
other services charged separately.

$50 flat visit fee

All Things subAru
Since 1979

Quality
SaleS & Service

Sue's Roos Independent SUBARU Repair, 
Maintenance and Car Sales for over 30 years.

Driggs, Idaho
(208) 787-2558

SUBARU
Sales & 
Service

Our 7,200 square foot shop, 
4 hydraulic lifts, and 

our ASE certified technicians 
combine to offer 
superior service
 that is unrivaled 

in the region. 
We use quality Subaru parts.

51 West Rocky Road
Driggs, Idaho  |  (208) 787-2558

Visit us on Facebook www.facebook.com/SuesRoos

and handlers attended libraries and 
schools to help children develop a love 
for reading aloud. With varied names 
like Read with Rover, All Ears Read-
ing, PAWS for Reading, and Bow Wow 
Reading, the cooperative mission of 
these student-dog programs was to 
increase literacy. They now are also 
being used to aid students affected by 
crises and disasters.

It takes two—and even a village—
to tango. All the Teton Valley reading 
dogs are certified support animals, 
vetted through a certification process 
provided by Pet Partners in Jackson 
Hole. Fuchs signed up for this program 
after acquiring Ani from her breeder 
and deciding that becoming a thera-
py dog would be a good path for her 
large breed. For Fuchs, training with 
Pet Partners began with studying each 
training segment online, seeing it in ac-
tion, and then practicing it with Ani. To 
become certified, she took an online 
test and participated in a team (dog 
and handler) practical. 

“We were trained with crutches and 
wheelchairs,” Fuchs explains. “Ani had 
to prove she could walk past a tennis 
ball [leaving it be] and take a good hard 
hug. But the hardest one for us was 
when she had to walk past another dog 
and not leave her plane [of travel] to 
go and visit.” 

When asked what Ani likes best 
about the Read to Rover program, 
Fuchs says it’s the kids that make her 
day; she sniffs them at each setting 
and recognizes them from the week(s) 
before. “She likes the excitement, the 
high voices, and, of course, the treats 
at the end,” she says.

Stanger can’t say enough about the 
handlers, praising their friendliness, pa-
tience, and approachability. They make 
a real difference in the overall vibe and 

“We really get to watch 
how [kids] develop as 

readers. You can see in a 
year’s time how they go 
from stumbling to fluid.”   

– Lena Fuchs
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Ahhh Yeah! Let’s Celebrate!

Teton
 Valley is diverting over 33% of its
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year!
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This success takes significant effort by community 
members and organizations. A BIG THANK YOU TO:

 ` Those who have chosen to recycle and divert.
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Ahhh Yeah! Let’s Celebrate!

Teton
 Valley is diverting over 33% of its

 waste!

That’s a 7% increase f
rom last 

year!

www.RADCurbside.com  •  208.220.7721 

This success takes significant effort by community 
members and organizations. A BIG THANK YOU TO:

 ` Those who have chosen to recycle and divert.

 ` Community leaders endorsing diversion.

 ` Teton County Transfer Station for having the 
processing systems in place making it all possible.

 ` Teton Valley Community Recycling for their 
continued efforts.

GET 2 MONTHS OF 
FREE RECYCLING 

Mention this ad.  
New recycling customers only.

RADCurbside.com
208.220.7721

Teton Valley is diverting over 30% of its w
aste!
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help increase student confidence. 
In Victor, where there are often 

more afterschool attendees than in 
Driggs, library staff and aids, like Su-
zanne Boots Knighton, academic coach 
for Teton Behavior Therapy, help guide 
children away from distractions and 
toward the dogs. Knighton encourages 
her clients, some of whom suffer from 
dyslexia or anxiety disorders, to read 
to the dogs, knowing that even the act 
of visiting with them eases anxiety. 
She notes an improvement in students’ 
behavior, with an emphasis on team-
work, and an increased awareness of 
how they interact with animals and 
deal with distractions. She urges com-
munity members to take advantage of 
this very underutilized program, saying 
it levels the playing field not just for 
kids, but also for adults.

An hour has passed since Dominic 
finished the first of the four books he 
read to Ani. After visiting with other 
readers, Ani seems sleepy, full of treats, 
and willing to lie next to the beanbags 
all afternoon. But most of the children 
and parents have moved on with their 
day, so Fuchs and Ani go home with a 
heart full of accomplishment. “We re-
ally get to watch how [kids] develop 
as readers,” says Fuchs, knowing she’s 
making a difference. “You can see in 
a year’s time how they go from stum-
bling to fluid.”

Read to Rover is held Tuesdays at 
3 p.m. in Driggs and Wednesdays at 3 
p.m. in Victor.  

A UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

STUDY FOUND THAT STUDENTS 

WHO REGULARLY READ TO DOGS 

IMPROVED THEIR READING SKILLS 

BY 12 PERCENT. 



ou
r

ne
igh

bo
rs

Teens
& Tweensou

r
ne

igh
bo

rs

BY JUDY ALLEN
PHOTOGRAPHY BY CODY DOWNARD

Teton Valley’s 
soccer program 
finds footing 

Getting the 
Ball Rolling
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everal years ago, the late 
Teton Middle School teach-
er Nancy Nead approached 
a group of soccer moms 
on the field, this author in-
cluded. She had come to 
watch her students play. 
When she moved to Teton 

Valley in 1989, she explained, her teen 
son Spencer wanted to play soccer, like 
he had in Pocatello. But no leagues or 
teams were available. Instead, Spencer 
Nead, known by many as the “Teton Ter-
ror” thanks to his towering six-foot, four-
inch height and robust frame, became a 
Teton High School football legend, play-
ing at Brigham Young University and fi-
nally in the NFL. We can only imagine the 
impact for soccer in the valley if Spencer 
had been able to play his first choice. But 
directly or indirectly, Nancy’s query set 
ideas in motion.

As with many youth activities in 
Teton Valley, committed parents got the 
(soccer) ball rolling. In the mid-1990s, 
Teton Basin Youth Soccer (TBYS) was 
formed, registering a rapidly growing 
number of youngsters in recreational 
programs. A succession of enthusiastic 
adult volunteers organized and coached 
league teams. Riding a wave of popular-
ity nationwide, soccer became a state-
sanctioned sport at Teton High School 
in 2000. Later, TBYS went under the um-
brella of Teton Valley Recreation Asso-
ciation (TVRA) to facilitate sign-ups and 
field usage. By then, a few hundred kids 
were kicking the ball around local fields.

S
Just
ask

We'd love to 
help you find 
the perfect 
internet plan.

SilverStar.com/justask
208.354.3300

1670 N Highway 33, Driggs

Availability and speeds vary by address.

Speeds up to
1 Gigabit available

Backed by our regional
fiber-optic network

Local customer service
and no contracts

Add Wi-Fi and network
security support
with Home Zone

But with no middle school team 
or leagues, tweens and teens were left 
with few options to develop skills. In 
2006 and 2007, looking to raise the 
bar, a group of parents organized the 
Teton Valley All-Stars, an invitational 
team scheduled to play a game against 
a Jackson opponent. The rag-tag but 
fierce group of Teton Valley’s finest 
practiced hard and showed up at the 
artificial-turf fields over the hill by Jack-
son High School. Without enough jer-
seys to go around, players had to switch 
shirts during substitutions. Though they 
fought with determination, the fake turf 
threw off their game, and the All-Stars 
were trounced.

The following year, Teton Futbol 
Club (TFC) was born to fill the void, 
again with parents’ vision and drive. 
Traveling teams showed up at regional 
competitions, and the club began re-
cruiting talented tween and teen play-
ers. After its inception, Teton Futbol 
Club was incorporated into TVRA, cre-
ating two organizations within the rec-
reation association devoted to both rec-
reational and competitive soccer, TFC 
and TBYS. As a member of the boards 
of directors of all three nonprofits—
TBYS, TFC, and TVRA—Etta Rokes 
saw the need for the next evolution: 
merging the two soccer organizations 
into one, outside of TVRA. 

“We were growing so much, we 
needed our own board,” she says. The 
new board would allow for independent 
fundraising and player recruitment. 
Teton Futbol Club became its own non-
profit in 2016, and TBYS and the origi-
nal TFC were disbanded. Currently, 
Teton FC registers five hundred and fif-
ty players: four hundred on recreational 
teams ages five through eleven, and one 
hundred and fifty on competitive teams 
ages nine through seventeen. 

TETON HIGH SCHOOL’S SOCCER 

PROGRAM HAS SPAWNED CHAMPION 

TEAMS, WINNING THE STATE TITLES 

IN 2006 AND 2016. IT HAS ALSO  

SENT STUDENTS TO COLLEGE ON 

SCHOLARSHIPS. 
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The complete 
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outdoor needs
OPEN DAILY 9-6
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“Teton FC wants to maintain the di-
versity of the community through schol-
arships and lower fees,” Rokes says. “In 
the long term, we want to feed skilled 
players to the high school teams and lo-
cate [college] scholarships for the best.” 
Teton FC teams have represented Teton 
Valley well in area tournaments, with the 
U12 team winning the Yellowstone Cup 
in Rexburg in spring 2017. Rokes retired 
last spring from the Teton FC board after 
her long tenure supporting soccer.

Players seeking professional coach-
ing at a high skill base can participate 
in Idaho Falls’ soccer club CGA Acad-
emy. Teams travel throughout the West 
competing in high-stakes competitions. 
The U18 team, which included several 
Teton Valley players, won both the 2016 
Thanksgiving tournament and the Adi-
das West division of the 2017 Mayor’s 
Cup in Las Vegas. These games are a 
rare opportunity for aspiring players to 

be viewed by college recruiters.
For many young soccer athletes, 

gaining a berth on the boys or girls 
Teton High School team is the realiza-
tion of a long-held goal. Both teams are 
well respected statewide and provide 
an intense level of play. With the sup-
port of Teton FC, players of all ages 
now receive skills training. 

“When I started coaching in 2005, 
we took girls who’d never touched a 
soccer ball and turned them into play-
ers. Today, we get players from Teton 
FC who can step on the field and hold 
their own,” says THS girls coach Sandy 
Buckstaff.

After winning the 3A District VI 
state championship in 2007, the girls’ 
team sent three graduates, twins Gali 

“Today, we get players 
from Teton FC who can 

step on the field and 
hold their own.” 

– Sandy Buckstaff
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Picture an endless sea of brilliant blue sky 
while soaring so close to the Tetons it feels 

like you could almost touch them...

Airplane Scenic Flights
Your visit to Teton Valley is not complete until you 
have experienced the surroundings from the air. 
Teton Aviation offers scenic flights that cater to the 
customer’s interests. 

Glider Scenic Flights
If you are looking for a unique “once in a 
lifetime” experience, then you need to let 
us take you on a scenic glider flight. Gliders 
offer an unparalleled experience of serenity.

Scenic Flights
Warbirds Restaurant 

208.354.2550

Serving Lunch and 
Dinner seasonally

253 Warbird Lane
 Driggs, ID 83422

800.472.6382   |   208.354.3100   |   tetonaviation.com

and Kati Lewis and their cousin Katia 
Frazee, to Treasure Valley College on 
soccer scholarships. In 2012, Amanda 
Otto earned a soccer scholarship to 
Biota University. The boys’ team has 
earned the state title twice, in 2006 and 
2016. Cousins Chava and Rey Velazquez, 
players on the 2016 championship team, 
currently attend Spokane Community 
College and Northern Idaho College, 
respectively, on soccer scholarships. 
Sometimes their teams play against 
each other.

Chris Parri has a unique perspective, 
as a player on the 2006 championship 
team and assistant coach in 2016. “For 
that first state championship, as a new-
bie freshman, I was in awe,” he says. 
“Formation changes, tactical shifts and 
substitutions … it felt like those chang-
es were what won the game. Ten years 
later, it was clear to me the relation-
ships on and off the field would make 
or break the season.  

“Win or lose, 2016 was successful be-
cause each student saw the importance 
of those relationships. I might desper-
ately toss out a tactical change, but in 
the end it was up to the players trusting 
one another, helping with homework 
and family issues, being friends. You 
can see that play out on the field.”

THS boys coach and Teton FC U12 
coach Jesus Castro echoes Parri’s in-
sight: “When we coach, we create a 
family. We support each other no mat-
ter what.” 

He tells his players, “Be humble and 
have discipline.” For Castro, his pas-
sionate involvement with youth soc-
cer becomes a life metaphor: “Dreams 
come true. Keep working and keep 
fighting. Nothing is impossible in this 
life—that’s what we try to encourage 
for every kid in this valley.”

Thanks to the extraordinary effort 
of a cadre of adults, along with the en-
thusiastic participation of a parade of 
players, choosing soccer is now a real-
ity for any youth in the valley, from kin-
dergarten to college. 
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BY LIZ ONUFER

Systems in Flow
Water Rights 
in Teton Valley
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ater has the reputation for being 
a contentious topic across the 
West. It’s the intersection of geog-
raphy and climate and econom-
ics. It’s the overlapping needs of 
farmers, conservationists, rec-

reationalists, and homeowners. Old timers, newcomers, 
and tourists alike want a healthy Teton River; they want 
agriculture and open spaces; they want green lawns and 
vibrant gardens. In essence, everyone wants water when 
they need it. 

“We are no different in Teton Valley compared to other 
places in the West,” confirms Amy Verbeten, executive di-
rector of nonprofit Friends of the Teton River. “We receive 
significantly less water out of the sky during the growing 
season than needed. As a result, water is a commodity with 
more demand than supply.” 

That economic equation—demand versus supply—
brings a diverse group of users to the table to figure out 
who gets water and, more importantly, who doesn’t. The 
result? People with different priorities all trying to answer 
the same question: How do we get enough water to meet 
our needs? From drinking water to agriculture to ecosys-
tem health, that answer varies.  

Can cooperation work? 
The Current Conversations

What has come to set Teton Valley apart from many ar-
eas in the West is the change in the conversation’s tone—
from contentious to cooperative. In 2015, the Teton Water 
Users Association, an advisory committee of water users, 
was formed. The group includes conservationists, city and 
county representatives, and farmers who are working to-
gether to balance the water needs of multiple users. Lyle 
Swank, water master of Idaho District 1, sees the work of 
the group as “far-sighted.” The benefit, he explained, is that 
“it helps them understand other points of view.”

For farmer Lynn Bagley, president of Teton Water Users 
Association and Teton County Soil Conservation District, 
and a member of Trail Creek Irrigation Board and the Vic-
tor Planning and Zoning Board, the opportunity to sit down 
and talk with other water users has offered a new perspec-
tive. “Having come together with the group, the most im-
portant thing we realized is that we can work together,” 
Bagley says. “Water is important for different needs—for 
fish, for hay crops. We need to increase the aquifer here. 
That benefits everyone. And that’s what we are looking at 
with the Water Users Association.” 

Alongside Bagley, Friends of the Teton River is ad-
vocating for its mission—maintaining clean water and 
healthy streams and fisheries in the Teton watershed. 
“We can work with landowners to keep land productive, 
streams healthy, and municipal water sources clean and 
affordable,” Verbeten says. 

W

CONSERVATIONISTS, CITY AND COUNTY 

REPRESENTATIVES, AND FARMERS 

CREATED THE TETON WATER USERS 

ASSOCIATION IN 2015 TO HELP BALANCE 

WATER NEEDS FOR ALL USERS. 

“We receive 
significantly less 

water out of the sky 
during the growing 
season than needed. 

As a result, water is a 
commodity with more 
demand than supply.”

  – Amy Verbeten

P
H

O
T

O
S

: 
C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 O

F
 F

T
R

 (K
IS

A
 K

O
E

N
IG

) ;
 C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 O

F
 F

T
R

42   magazine  SUMMER 2018



SUMMER 2018  magazine   43

How did we get here? 
The History of Water Rights

For folks from the East and Midwest, water rights can be 
a foreign concept. These areas have enough water from pre-
cipitation to meet the demands of crops and lawns, so wa-
ter rights receive very little attention. But west of the 100th 
meridian—a line of longitude that extends from the North 
Pole to South Pole, cutting through the middle of North 
America—the geography and climate shift dramatically. Less 
precipitation falls during the growing season than is needed, 
Teton Valley included. A unique system of water rights, a 
result of the West’s climate and market demand, was devel-
oped as the solution for the timing and competition among 
farmers to secure enough water for their farms. 

Historically, western water rights are based on the idea 
that farmers are trying to bridge the gap between when 
water is readily available—spring—and when the water is 
needed—late summer. The system of canals, and the rights 
to divert water into them, are a method to alter the timing 
and location of water delivery. In low water years, these 
rights are a way to protect agricultural users during times 
of shortage. In fact, it’s the only time they really come into 
play. “Some years it doesn’t matter,” Bagley says. “Like last 
year, [when streams] flowed all year.”

Water rights were first written into law in Idaho’s State 
Constitution in 1890. Over a hundred years ago, lawmak-
ers created a system to divvy up the water among farmers 
that was based on priority dates and beneficial use (see 
the Water Rights Dictionary on page 45). The purpose was 
to protect farmers who spent the time and money to dig 

canals and divert the water to flood irrigate their farms. 
These farmers needed to be guaranteed that a farmer up-
stream wasn’t going to build a canal later and divert the 
water for his or her own use. This is a reason why water 
rights are established as real property rights and are not 
owned by the farmer. 

The implications of that system and the priority dates 
flow through Teton Valley almost every summer. Because 
water rights are based on prior appropriation, known as 
“first in time, first in right,” the farms that were established 
earliest have senior rights to the water. This is virtually all 
the areas west and south of Teton Valley, leaving the local 
farmers with junior rights.

In the early years, establishing a right to water was as 
simple as posting a notice at the point where the farmer 
was diverting it from the stream, and then reporting it at 
the county recorder’s office, to establish the priority date. 
Today, securing water rights for surface water requires an 
application, permit, and license procedure. 

What started as a way to protect farmers’ investments, 
water rights are now a complex system of balancing needs 
and priorities. The fledgling Idaho Legislature could have 
never taken into account the many uses that would be 
competing for water over one hundred years later. Laws 
were established when there was a singular use for water: 
irrigation. Not to mention, the 1900 Idaho census reported 
a state population of just over 100,000. Population growth 
and a greater understanding of the environment have been 
the catalysts for changing water rights over the years. 

WATER RIGHTS WERE FIRST 

MADE A LAW IN 1890, PROVIDING 

A SYSTEM TO DIVVY UP WATER 

AMONG FARMERS. 
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rights take precedence, some local farmers lease or pur-
chase water from storage in Island Park Reservoir. The wa-
ter from Island Park is diverted into the cross-cut canal that 
flows into the Teton River. This means senior rights hold-
ers down river are still receiving their full allotment, while 
farmers like Lynn Bagley, who get all their water upstream 
of the cross-cut, can continue to divert to their farms. “Oth-
erwise, we need to turn our water off,” Bagley says. 

The futile call is another lifesaver for many Teton Val-
ley farmers. In certain situations, junior rights holders may 
continue to divert water even when farmers downstream 
have the senior rights. Teton Valley irrigators who divert 
water above a losing reach of stream can make a futile call. 
This grants the junior rights to stay on, despite the senior 
rights downstream, when water does not flow on the sur-
face due to streambed absorption. “A number of irrigators 
in Teton Valley live and die by the futile call,” Verbeten says. 

But it’s not just the farmers and fishermen in Teton Val-
ley seeking to use water. As land began to be developed, ir-
rigation districts and canal companies, like the Trail Creek 
Sprinkler Irrigation Company in the southern end of the val-
ley, have had to adapt. These companies were established 
to manage and deliver water rights for a collective group of 
shareholders who pay annual assessments to support op-
eration and maintenance. The water is distributed through 
an incredible, but aging, infrastructure of gravity-fed under-
ground pipelines and pressurized systems.  While originally 
designed to support farmers, the system now distributes wa-
ter to a patchwork of agricultural and residential properties. 

Shareholders receiving water from these irrigation dis-
tricts do not hold the water rights; rather, their annual as-
sessment allots them a share of water, which is managed by 
the irrigation district. David Hudacsko, residential home-
owner and Brookside Hollow HOA president (a subdivision 
in the Trail Creek Sprinkler Irrigation Company), appreci-
ates being able to enjoy his green backyard with his family, 
and knows how important these shares of water are in help-
ing his neighbors water lawns, trees, and gardens. But he 
also acknowledges the competing needs and the challenges 
of balancing demand versus supply. “When you really boil 
it down, ask yourself, ‘Does your lawn need to be bright 
green while farmers’ crops or livestock struggle?’” Hudac-
sko poses. “And at the same time, the homeowners deserve 
the right to preserve their investments in their property and 
maintain their preferred way of life. It’s a constant question 
of perspective and situational assessment.”

How has the system changed? 
The Progression of Legislation

In 1978, the Idaho Minimum Instream Flow Program 
expanded the definition of “beneficial use” from irriga-
tion to include fisheries, hydropower, and recreation. This 
change in recognition has brought a number of new users 
to the table. Organizations like Friends of the Teton River 
are working on initiatives to support healthy streams and 
fisheries, while balancing the needs of agriculture. The 
hope is that, through recognizing and respecting water’s 
impact on entire ecosystems, more informed decisions can 
be made about water use.

A more recent recognition in ecosystem health has 
been the intimate tie between surface and ground water. 
When technology advanced and drilling wells became an 
option, people were able to pull up ground water. Over 
time, this began to dry up streams, the surface water, in 
some places. For decades, ground and surface water 
sources were managed independently of one another. Only 
in 1994 did the Idaho Legislature legally recognize the con-
nection between the two, leading the movement in con-
junctive management. Today, the water is managed in such 
a way that recognizes the connection between ground and 
surface water. “Conjunctive management to provide sus-
tainable flows makes a lot of sense,” Bagley says. 

“Idaho is ahead of the curve in conjunctive manage-
ment,” Verbeten adds. 

To help ensure all water is used to the best benefit, the 
Idaho Department of Water Resources has been operating 
the Water Supply Bank since 1979. (Although the system of 
leasing and renting water had been around since the 1930s, 
it was formally recognized by the Idaho Legislature only in 
the late seventies.) The supply bank provides an opportu-
nity for unused water rights to be rented to users (or uses) 
who do not have enough water to meet their needs. People 
who are using less than their allotment and enroll in the 
supply bank benefit in two ways: They receive lease pay-
ments for their unused water, and they are protected from 
forfeiting their rights for non-use. At the other end, people 
(or streams) who are short water have a rental pool to en-
sure their water needs are met. 

How does this all play out today? 
Water Rights in Teton Valley

The concept that water is available for purchase or 
lease, and can be transferred from one place to another, 
is one that saves the livelihood of many farmers in Teton 
Valley. When water starts to get low and the senior water 

“Having come together with the group, the 
most important thing we realized is that 

we can work together.” – Lynn Bagley
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Mobile Physical Therapy serving the 
Greater Teton Region

Specializing in orthopedic, 
sports medicine, and 

pediatric physical therapy. 

horizonphysicaltherapy.com | jwood@horizonphysicaltherapy.com

 @HorizonPTOC                 @horizon_pt_on_call

(208) 243-7439

Jimbo Wood, PT

Pete Mervis NMLS ID: 1628182; ID - MLO-1653182, WY - 7066

 NMLS ID #2611 (Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) • WY - Lic#2247

Steep rates getting 
you down?
Leave other banks in the dust with our digital mortgages

• Personalized service • Low rates • Less paper work 

Pete Mervis
Associate VP of Mortgage Lending
Your local Teton Valley lender!

Rate.com/petemervis

c: (307) 413-7307
pete.mervis@rate.com

1130 W Maple Way, 

Suite 1C 

Jackson, WY 83001

THE TETON RIVER IS A VITAL 

RESOURCE FOR A HOST OF USES 

AND USERS, FROM IRRIGATION TO 

RECREATION. 
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Water Rights Dictionary

Prior appropriation – First in time, 
first in right. The water rights that 
were filed first are given priority for 
water. 

Conjunctive management – Man-
aging water uses with the recogni-
tion that ground and surface water 
are closely connected.

Futile call – When the water in the 
tributaries or streams will not make it to 
the senior rights holder due to a losing 
reach of stream, the junior rights holder 
can continue to divert water.

Senior rights – The older water right 
receives water first in times of low 
flow.
 
Junior rights – In times of low  
water, the younger water right rel-
egates water to senior right holders.

Beneficial use – A water right can 
be used for irrigation, residential 
or municipal needs, fisheries, recre-
ation, and hydropower.

Losing reach of stream – When a 
streambed loses water as it moves 
downstream due to absorption in 
the streambed.
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Celebrating 
20 YEARS!

Fish & Wildlife 
Habitat Restoration

Environmental Consulting

 Ranch & Land Management 

Driggs, Idaho 
208.354.3690 

intermountainaquatics.com

Do I have a water right or canal share? 
From Friends of the Teton River

You may have acquired a valid water right along with your land if:
• Water was used on your property before you acquired it;
• The person you acquired the property from did not “reserve” the water 

right in the deed conveying the property to you; or
• The water right hasn’t been forfeited due to five or more years of non-use 

(for canal companies, this would be not paying assessment).

How to know if you have a water right/share:
• Realtor/title company;
• Deed should specify details of any rights/shares; or
• Idaho Department of Water Rights searchable database.

A change in ownership needs to be filed with the Idaho Department of Water 
Resources or the canal company.

Why is this all important? 
Water is Life

From vibrant backyards and second cuts of hay to 
spawning cutthroat trout, the lifestyle, economy, and cul-
ture of Teton Valley are intimately tied to water and the 
rights to it. All stakeholders can agree on this. 

Yet, the issues surrounding water rights and the com-
peting uses are complex. Cooperation is certainly not ubiq-
uitous, but a growing number of local leaders are recogniz-
ing the need to work together. “In the end, we all want a 
healthy environment and economy,” Bagley acknowledg-
es. “It’s better to work out our differences than to work 
through a lawsuit.”

Farmer or fisherman, conservationist or homeowner, 
every user understands the importance of having a water 
supply when needed. In Teton Valley, this common ground 
has brought a number of different users to the same table. 
For the work of people like Bagley and Verbeten, this has 
created the opportunity to change the paradigm that water 
is for fighting over, and to set an example that cooperation 
is the new conversation. 

FRIENDS OF THE TETON RIVER 

WORKS TO MAINTAIN CLEAN 

WATER AND HEALTHY STREAMS 

AND FISHERIES IN THE TETON 

WATERSHED. 
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idaho  
Fertility 
Center

Deirdre A. Conway, MD

comprehensive diagnosis 
individualized treatments 

top IVF success rates 
affordable cost 

compassionate care

   208.529.2019         idaho falls        www.idahofertility.com     
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BY JEANNETTE BONER
PHOTOGRAPHY BY CODY DOWNARD AND KARI GREER  

Carrying the

Teton Valley men and 
women protect our 
forests, near and far

Torch

48   magazine  SUMMER 2018

P
H

O
T

O
: 

K
A

R
I G

R
E

E
R



Carrying the

SUMMER 2018  magazine   49

P
H

O
T

O
: 

K
A

R
I G

R
E

E
R

P
H

O
T

O
S

, 
F

R
O

M
 T

O
P

: 
C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 O

F
 B

R
E

N
D

O
N

 S
O

P
E

R
, 

C
O

D
Y

 D
O

W
N

A
R

D
, 

K
A

R
I G

R
E

E
R

, 
K

R
IS

T
E

N
 H

O
N

IG



50   magazine  SUMMER 2018

rendon Soper was in a small cafe in Arizona when his phone started 
ringing ... then kept ringing. 

First it was his father. Then it was his mother, friends, and then 
more family. 

“Did you hear?” a fellow hotshot firefighter asked, as they slid 
into a booth at the restaurant.

Soper was a young hotshot on the Flagstaff crew working a wild-
land fire in the heart of the Southwest. It was a rare break in a thirty-
two-hour shift, and Soper planned to sleep in the back of his truck 
after dinner. Living out of his pickup for weeks at a time was com-

mon for Soper. He, his squad boss, saw boss, and hotshot partner had spent the 
better part of the previous shift on a quarter-acre spot fire while watching the main 
2,000-acre fire glow along the dry mountains and canyons nearby. 

“I had the worst feeling come over me,” he recalls. “So, we got our table and sat 
down, and all of sudden I started getting calls.”

News was breaking nationally—a hotshot crew working across the canyon 
from Soper’s crew had perished fighting the Yarnell Hill Fire. That’s all the infor-
mation his family had to go on as they called, relieved he was answering his phone.

“And that’s when it hit,” Soper says. “That’s when it got real.”
The Yarnell Hill Fire killed nineteen members of the Granite Mountain Hotshots 

firefighting crew on June 30, 2013, and remains one of the deadliest incidents in 
wildland firefighting history. Soper was a member of a hotshot team, a highly trained 
interagency crew used primarily to dig fire lines to keep the blaze from spreading. 

“It really changed my outlook on fire, and the relationship with the people I 
work for,” Soper says. 

Soper, like many wildland firefighters working on the front lines for the United 
States Forest Service, which is under the auspices of the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture, pursued the thrill and unique work that firefighting provides. 
When Soper was growing up, his father, Kim Soper, would regale him with stories 
of forest fires, lives saved, and acreage burned, while he peeled off his smoke-
laden uniform. Kim worked the infamous Yellowstone fires of 1988 before retiring. 
These stories seared into Soper’s memory. It wasn’t surprising when he started 
working fire seasons fifteen years ago at the age of eighteen.

The rookie was no longer a child as he stood in the ring where the Granite Moun-
tain Hotshots had stood only hours before. He pounded out the remaining embers 
of the of Yarnell Hill Fire, carrying the tools and the spirit of so many before him.

“You’re there and it’s just too real for a while,” Soper says of that tragic event in 
2013. “We were sitting there looking at where the Granite Hotshot crew had been. I 
hadn’t had a full-time job with the Forest Service yet, and I was thinking it might be a 
good time to get out. It was then that I started self-reflecting on why I do the job I do.”

The United States is broken into nine regions for fighting fire. Teton Valley 
crews are a part of Region Four, which covers a large part of Idaho, Utah, most 
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TOP: A HEAVY AIR TANKER DROPS 

RETARDANT ON THE 2016 PIONEER 

FIRE NORTHEAST OF BOISE WHERE 

LOCAL CREWS WERE STATIONED. 

BOTTOM: EXTREME FIRE BEHAVIOR AT 

THE PIONEER FIRE. 
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of Nevada, and some of Wyoming. 
The region is further divided into for-
ests—Teton Valley is surrounded by 
the Caribou-Targhee National Forest—
then zones, and finally ranger districts. 
Teton County is a part of the South 
Fork Zone in the Teton Basin Ranger 
District. The South Fork Zone employs 
some two-dozen men and women who 
work in fire and are referred to as for-
estry technicians rather than firefight-
ers. They include a helitack crew, two 
engine crews, and a fuels crew. The for-
est also employs a twenty-person Type 
2 Initial Attack crew based in Island 
Park. During the hot summer months, 
crews are either tied to the local forest, 
in case a fire sparks, or are available na-
tionally, to respond to whatever forest 
calls for extra resources. But putting 
out a fire entails much more than a per-
son at the end of the hose, digging a fire 
line, or dumping fire retardant. Each re-
gion also heavily relies on dispatch and 
administrative positions behind the 
scenes to coordinate resources, study 
weather patterns, and ensure every-
thing that needs to happen does. 

Teton Basin District Ranger Jay 
Pence pulls out the “fire folder” from his 
desk on a cool winter morning. Fire sea-
son for us lay-folk feels a thousand years 
away, but for many in the U.S. Forest 
Service, the season has already ignited, 
as fires started burning in the Southwest 
before the vernal equinox. 

“More than 50 percent of our bud-
get is for fire,” says Pence, a thirty-two-
year Forest Service veteran. “Fires are 
getting bigger and more complex.”

Last year was a record-breaking 
year for wildland fires in the United 

States. Close to ten million acres 
burned in the fifty states. This is 49 
percent higher than the average acre-
age burned over the last ten years, ac-
cording to Wildfire Today. However, 
the total number of fires has been de-
creasing, suggesting that fewer fires 
burn bigger and longer.

“We have public groups that frown 
on fire. When we have these groups 
oppose us, it makes it difficult to take 
risks,” says Spencer Johnston, Zone 
Fire Management Officer stationed in 
Ammon. “It’s an uphill battle. The ex-
tent of fire or the footprint of fire was 
never as big as it is today. It is directly 
contributed to climate change, and di-
rectly contributed to the natural fuel 
build up. If we don’t manage those fu-
els, they will burn. Fires are much larg-
er; fires seasons are much longer.”

Depending on who you talk to, and 
on who will go “on” or “off” the record, 
fires have changed since 1886 when 
the first U.S. Cavalry stationed at Yel-
lowstone National Park received pay to 
fight wildland fires.

“When my dad started fighting fires, 
you could actually put out fires with 
shovels,” Pence says. “Now you have 
bigger fuels and need bigger airplanes 
to put out the fires, so it costs more.”

Forest fires have garnered national 
attention through 24-hour news media 
cycles that can produce negative pub-
lic perceptions, Pence says. Yet the U.S. 
Forest Service maintains the policies 
set forth in the 1919 “Policy of Forestry 
for the Nation,” which includes safe-
guarding lives, protecting young forest 
growth, and promoting natural vegeta-
tive reproduction. 

“More than 50 percent of our budget is for fire. 
Fires are getting bigger and more complex.”
– Jay Pence
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TOP: BURNED TREES ARE REMOVED 

BY TRAINED CHAINSAW-WIELDING 

SAWYERS. BOTTOM: LOCAL WILDLAND 

FIREFIGHTERS WORKING TO MANAGE 

THE BRIAN HEAD FIRE THAT BLAZED 

THROUGH SOUTHERN UTAH LAST 

SUMMER. 



“You’ll never 
find a [stronger 

community] 
outside of the 

wildland firefighter 
community.”

– Brendon Soper

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: NEARBY WILDFIRES BRING SMOKY, RED SKIES TO TETON 

VALLEY; BROTHERS MIKE AND SPENCER JOHNSTON ON A FIRE ASSIGNMENT IN UTAH; A 

FIREFIGHTER DOUSES A SPOT FIRE; INTERAGENCY FIREFIGHTER TABATHA CRUZ; SWAN 

VALLEY HELITACK SUPERINTENDENT KYLE STUMP; SWAN VALLEY HELITACK SENIOR 

FIREFIGHTER KENNY HEIDENREICH PERFORMS A HELICOPTER TRAINING; SWAN VALLEY 

HELITACK CREW MEMBERS KYLE STUMP, KENNY HEIDENREICH, DAN HAYS, AND NICK 

MILLER; HELITACK SQUAD LEADER NICK MILLER (WITH CHAINSAW); AND ENGINE CAPTAIN 

NOEL “CHIP” GERDIN MOPPING UP A FIRE IN JACKSON HOLE LAST SUMMER.

52   magazine  SUMMER 2018

P
H

O
T

O
S

, 
C

LO
C

K
W

IS
E

 F
R

O
M

 T
O

P
 L

E
F

T
: 

C
O

D
Y

 D
O

W
N

A
R

D
, 

K
A

R
I G

R
E

E
R

 (2
); 

C
O

D
Y

 D
O

W
N

A
R

D
 (6

)



SUMMER 2018  magazine   53

“I think that Teton Basin Ranger Dis-
trict has been lucky,” Pence says. “We 
have had some fires due to the weather 
patterns, but they have not gotten too 
large. After the Hill Creek prescribed 
fire [in 2010], we had three fires start 
inside that area, but they were not as 
big as they could have been because we 
had already burned it. The prescribed 
burn worked and that is good. The Tie 
Fire, now that could have gotten a lot 
worse. That’s why we brought on the 
team we did because of the risk.”

Changes in the environment, society, 
and perception not only affect fire sea-
sons year in and year out, but also the 
culture of the work, the way future em-
ployees think about their careers, and 
the way veterans consider engaging fu-
ture generations of firefighters.

More than five-hundred wildland fire-
fighters descended upon the City of Vic-
tor in 2016 when the Tie Fire broke out 
along the Snake River Range southwest 
of Teton Valley, reminding residents and 
visitors alike of the reality of forest fires.

As a Type 1 incident team member 
and career Forest Service firefighter, 
Spencer Johnston grew up hearing sto-
ries of his grandfather fighting fires and 
his father working as a smoke jumper. 
His older brother Mike and a handful 
of cousins started their Forest Service 
careers fighting fires and managing re-
sources through prescribed burns. 

“What sealed the deal for me was a 
fire in Pocatello in 1995,” Spencer says. 
“That was my first year and it was a 
unique experience. That was a big ol’ 
fire, and I learned that Mother Nature 
is rough. And I like carrying the torch 
of family tradition. For my grandpap 
and my father, they eventually pursued 
other work. But this is my career, and 
I’ll retire doing it.”

Spencer, like many wildland fire-
fighters, works on a rotation and knows 
that he could be called out to anywhere 
in the country to fight a fire. 

“It never ends,” he says. “You get 
done with a season and then you are 
right back into it and tooling back up. 
Now is the busiest time getting ready for 

the season,” he says of late winter and 
early spring. “Then June comes, and you 
almost get to take a breath.”

His brother, Mike Johnston, is a for-
est assistant fire management officer 
based in Jackson and living in Driggs 
with his wife Heather and two daughters.

“It did get in my blood,” says Mike. 
“I had no intention of making a career 
out of it. All I wanted to do was use it to 
get through college. I liked firefighting 
rather than doing math and found that 
there was a career here, so I ended up 
going for it.”

The Johnston brothers raise fami-
lies while getting called out on fires for 
two weeks at a time, sometimes longer. 
Being away from home is something 
that neither considered heading into 
their chosen careers. 

“Every fire assignment I take, there 
is some anxiety,” Mike says of his 
twenty-six seasons, including a trip to 
Puerto Rico for hurricane recovery last 
fall. “Nowadays, it’s about leaving the 
family, and that’s the toughest part of 
the job. I hate leaving, especially when 
the kids were younger because they 
can change overnight.”

His brother agrees, adding that 
cracking a cold beverage, specifically 
one that is spiked, is something to look 
forward to after weeks on a fire line. 

“I’m very proud of my brother and 
think it’s way cool that we both are do-
ing well in our careers,” Mike says. “We 
don’t necessarily try to end up in the 
same places, but right now we’re both 
on the same Type 1 incident team, and 
we have seen some challenging situa-
tions. They call Type 1 incident teams 
when things are not going well, and 
it’s comforting for me because I know 
there is complete trust with my brother. 
That’s something I don’t want to take for 
granted. But when it comes to Thanks-
giving or hunting, we don’t talk a whole 
lot about work,” he says, laughing.

Pence sent his oldest son to college 
with the hopes of seeing him fulfill his 
desire to study medicine. But Thomas 
Pence spent a summer fighting forest 
fires, and now his father watches as 

FROM TOP: A 

FIREFIGHTER ENSURES 

A FIRE IN JACKSON, 

WYOMING, IS CONTAINED; 

A PULASKI USED TO 

DIG FIRE LINES; AND 

ASSISTANT FIRE ENGINE 

OPERATOR BRENDON 

SOPER.
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his son embarks on a new passion that 
feels familiar. 

“He made $7,000 in one summer,” 
Pence says of Thomas working as a 
sawyer in Wyoming. “Now he’s on a 
hotshot crew fighting fires all over the 
country. I think he will end up work-
ing for the Forest Service. I want him 
to be happy, but it seems like it would 
be safer if he was a doctor,” he adds, 
laughing. 

“Fires are exciting. There is a lot 
going on—the atmosphere and the 
comaraderie—you feel like you are a 
part of something,” Pence says. “You 
are proud of what you are doing. It is 
rewarding. If you are a college kid and 
working at the golf course, that’s your 
job, but if you save someone’s house 
from a fire, there is a lot more sense of 
accomplishment.”

Mike Johnston often thinks about 
what his two daughters will do with 
their careers, too. “I want to provide 
experiences for them and help them 
have a deep appreciation for the out-
doors. If that results in fire, or land 
management, I would find ways to help 
them do what they want to do.” 

“But,” he wonders aloud, “I don’t 
know if I would do it all over again. 
Without the kids and Heather, my an-
swer would be different. I think about 
all that time I’ve spent away from home. 
I think I may have become an engineer 
if I could do it all over again.”

Heather Johnston has been navigat-
ing the nuances of being married to a 
wildland firefighter for fifteen years, 
ten of them with young girls. 

“Sometimes when he calls or texts 
and asks how everything is, I just tell 
him, ‘All is well,’ because he has so 

“Fires are exciting and 
there is a lot going on 
—the atmosphere and 
the comaraderie—you 
feel like you are a part 
of something.”
– Jay Pence
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1705 High School Rd., Suite 120, Jackson, WY • 307.200.4195
108 W Center, #4, Victor, ID • 208.787.7100

Distinctive Interiors Made Easy

tetonfloors.com
tetonblinds.com

New & Used Clothing, Toys, Gear & More!

26 Aspen St., Victor, ID | (208) 787-3422 | bunintheovenandbeyond.com

Teton Valley Baby Gear Rental

Boarding, Grooming & 
Professional Training

—Since 1989—
Jackson Pick-Up and Delivery Available 
Individual Indoor/Outdoor Heated Runs 

6 Large Exercise Yards
Special Care and Medications: No Problem

Trail Creek Pet Center

Call us: 208-354-2571 • trailcreekpetcenter@yahoo.com • Driggs • Follow us on Facebook

much responsibility on a fire. He doesn’t 
need to hear about the kids fighting, me 
stressed to the max, or any of the daily 
house chaos that happens on a regular 
basis,” she says. “I want him to concen-
trate on coming home safe and keeping 
his crews safe. That is our job descrip-
tion in the summer: He stays safe and 
level headed, and I keep the kids and my-
self safe and somewhat level headed.”

For her family, it is a reality they are 
proud to call their life. 

“We have had our ups and downs, 
but I am fiercely proud of what he 
does,” she says. “Together we have cre-
ated two incredible kids. Eventually 
things will calm down, but for now we 
just keep trucking along. Behind every 
firefighter is a strong woman or man—
because I know some pretty incredible 
women firefighters.” 

Soper is working these details out 
now, as he transitions from a season-
al job on a hotshot crew in Arizona,  
spending winters in Teton Valley, to 
the assistant fire engine operator on 
the Driggs engine crew. His new job al-
lows him to be a full-time Driggs resi-
dent and keeps him on fire assignments 
close to home.

“As you get older you want to be 
home a little more and solidify relation-
ships,” Soper says. 

“But if you’re going to do it, do it 
all the way,” he says about pursuing 
the work. “It’s a rewarding career, and 
you’ll never find a [stronger commu-
nity] outside of the wildland firefighter 
community. These friendships have 
gotten me through the worst and best 
times of my life. You’ll never find that 
anywhere else. It’s so amazing that you 
can have that kind of community.”  P
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Basinites 
Without Borders
Local folks find meaningful 
employment beyond the Tetons
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Teton Valley is one of the most beautiful locations in the world to 
call home. Maybe we are biased, but spending the day on the river amid 
the cool summer air with the Tetons towering beyond might prove oth-
erwise. For some, however, finding gainful employment to keep such a 
gem of a place as a homebase can be difficult. “A disproportionally high 
number of local jobs are tied into the tourism industry,” says Jonathan 
Schechter, a Jackson Hole-based economist. But these folks aren’t suc-
cumbing to the limitations. A number of Teton Valley residents have 
forged careers that take them beyond Teton County, either virtually or 
with frequent travels. 

“As dramatic improvements in technology and, to a lesser extent, 
transportation have more closely knit the Tetons region into the larger 
world,” Schechter says, “it has become increasingly easy for residents to 
find such jobs while continuing to live here.” 

Beyond the local traditional industries that revolve around agricul-
ture, tourism, retail, education, and healthcare and that employ the ma-
jority of valley residents, a unique world of niche jobs exists. The people 
within this world carve out careers in industries not offered in our val-
ley. Some work from home. Others travel the globe. What do they have in 
common? They found an unconventional job they love that allows them 
to still call Teton Valley home. 

Many valley residents who have 
been around a while will recognize Pe-
ter Anderson from Dark Horse Books, 
the independent bookstore that was a 
community hub in Driggs from 1995 to 
2011. After passing the torch of head 
shopkeeper to his wife Jeanne, Peter—
who had fifteen years of business man-
agement experience—found himself 
looking for new employment. 

“There were limited prospects here 
due to the lovely but [small] economy,” 
Peter says. In 2001, he went to work for 
a local company called Eagle Comput-
er Systems. They had just been taken 
over by Dallas-based Tyler Technolo-
gies, which is now the largest software 
company in the world that provides 
technology and services to the public 
sector. Within a few years, Peter be-

Peter Anderson
City of Philadelphia client relations manager
Tyler Technologies

gan working on special projects for the 
City of Philadelphia Department of Re-
cords. One of his principle tasks now is 
to organize, design, and manage Philly’s 
campaign finance reporting system. 

“If you run for office or make cam-
paign contributions in Philadelphia, 
you have to first come through the sys-
tems and processes that I oversee,” Pe-
ter says. 

While at one point Peter worked in 
Philadelphia so much that he rented an 
apartment overlooking the city, he now 
commutes about ten weeks a year. 

“It’s an odd gig for a Teton Valley 
resident,” he adds, “but it has allowed 
us to stay here, keep our tenuous roots 
in place, and enjoy the best of both 
eastern and western American land-
scapes and cultures.”P
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The Curren family lived the suburban 
dream in Lehi, Utah. Jess was a wedding 
and lifestyle photographer, and husband 
Sam worked from home as a computer 
programmer. Their kids went to school. 
They drove a minivan. But in 2013, an op-
portunity to do a home exchange in Vir-
ginia changed their reality. They dipped 
their toes in an unconventional way of 
living, then decided to dive in head first. 
Soon, Sam and Jess purchased an Air-
stream trailer, sold their home, and set 
out traveling the United States full-time 
with their three kids. Their adventures, 
along with gorgeous photographs tak-
en by Jess, are chronicled at currently 
wandering.com.

“Both companies Sam works for are 
fully remote. They don’t mind that our 
home frequently moves,” Jess says. “He 
has flexible hours, so he can take off in 
the middle of the day or work on Satur-
days.” 

“The quality of my life is higher be-
cause I get to see my kids a lot,” Sam says.

Sam designs software for two very 

different companies. “One is a manu-
facturing company,” he says, “so I de-
sign and write software to keep track 
of things like materials and parts. The 
other company is more cutting edge, 
working with blockchain identity.” 
Blockchain is a technology originally 
designed as a ledger to keep track of 
bitcoin ownership. Companies, like the 
one Sam works for, are now using it to 
manage online identities and keep in-
formation more secure.

In 2016, the Currens decided they 
wanted a home base. With their kids 
getting older, the family wished for 
more stability and opportunities to be 
a part of church programs. Because 
they had family in the area and love 
the mountains and small towns, Teton 
Valley seemed like the ideal spot. They 
purchased a condo in Driggs with the 
intention to live in it part-time and trav-
el for one- to two-month stints. “There 
isn’t enough work in the valley to keep 
me busy,” says Sam,” but with my job I 
still get to live in this amazing place.”

The Curren Family: Sam, Jess, 
Rachel, Andrew, and Cara
Sam Curren
Computer Programmer
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Did you 
know? 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING 
YOUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

Teton High School 

2017 
Graduation Rate: 

97% 

(208) 228 5923 • tsd401.org

SMITH WOOLF
ANDERSON&WILKINSON

Attorneys and Counselors

Barton J Birch
EMAIL
Bart@eastidaholaw.net

PHONE
208-354-0110

ADDRESS
65 S. Main #2  |  Driggs, ID  83422

To say that Jim Reinertsen has a dis-
tinguished medical career is an under-
statement. 

After graduating from Harvard 
Medical School, he worked as a rheu-
matologist, professor of medicine, and 
chief executive officer at several well-
respected institutions.

When Jim left his position as CEO 
of Care Group, a Boston-based, six 
hospital, 1,100-faculty system, he knew 
he wanted something different. “As 
chief executive, I worked with money, 
boards, doctors, and buildings,” Jim 
says. “I didn’t like 90 percent of my 
job. The 10 percent I loved was work-
ing with doctors and nurses to deliver 
better care.” 

In 2001 Jim started the The Rein-
ertsen Group, a consulting and teach-
ing practice that works with healthcare 
organizations around the world to im-
prove the quality and safety of clinical 
care. He works with hospitals, large 
healthcare organizations, and even en-
tire nations, such as Denmark. When 
working with clients, he stresses a few 
“rules” including: patients come first; 
doctors should practice clinical science 
as a team and the art of medicine as an 
individual; and that if you want it done 
right, regularly, get a nurse involved. 

“A few years after I left Care Group, 
a former colleague asked how it was 
working out,” says Jim. “I replied, ‘How 
does two-thirds of the income for ten 
times the enjoyment sound to you?’ I 
love the work I do.”

In order to finance the business, Jim 
sold his Boston home and moved full time 
to Alta where he built a home in 1998. 

“In my thirties I declared that some-
day, I would own a bit of stream where 
I could teach my grandchildren to fish. 
Last summer, my eldest granddaughter 
Lillian caught her first fish, a nice fat 
brookie, on a fly rod, in my stream,” 
says Jim. “Teton Valley is a terrible 
place to commute from, but a great 
place to fly home to.”P
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Dr. Jim Reinertsen
Healthcare consultant 
The Reinertsen Group
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Three years ago, Zach Ericks’ life 
looked quite a bit different than it does 
now. He was a full-time student as well 
as a personal trainer in San Diego. 
When a training client asked Zach if he 
would be interested in an internship at 
her green coffee importing business, he 
jumped at the chance. “I always loved 
and appreciated coffee but had no 
background, even as a barista,” Zach 
says. 

Over the course of the next year, 
he learned about importing commodi-
ties and trained to become a coffee Q 
grader, or a person qualified with the 
Specialty Coffee Association of Amer-
ica to rate coffee as specialty or non- 
specialty. Q graders go through a rigor-
ous training and testing process to taste 
objectively, examine, and score coffees 
based on attributes and overall quality. 

In 2015, Zach and his wife Amy vis-
ited the Tetons and fell in love with the 
landscapes. Because Zach could work 
remotely, they decided to pack up and 

move to Victor and bring his coffee  
career with him.

Zach’s company, Intercontinental 
Coffee Trading, purchases coffee from 
farms, producers, co-ops, and export-
ers in coffee-producing regions. Zach 
then sells the raw beans to coffee 
roasters across the country. “Locally, 
I work with Great Northern [Jackson], 
Morning Glory [West Yellowstone], and 
Ghost Town [Bozeman], but most of my 
roasters are on the East Coast where 
specialty coffee is the most popular,” 
Zach says. 

The nature of Zach’s job involves 
regular travel. He has already been to 
Costa Rica to visit with co-ops, mills, 
producers, and exporters and expects 
to travel to Colombia this year. About 
once a month he travels across the 
country visiting roasters and attending 
trade shows. “I love communicating 
with my roasters,” Zach says. “We de-
pend on each other to succeed so it’s a 
symbiotic relationship.”

Zach Ericks
Green coffee importer
Intercontinental Coffee Trading
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Doctors Toenjes, Brizzee & Orme P.A.
COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY
305 East 5th North • St. Anthony • 624-3757

204 Main Street • Ashton • 652-7868

tbodental.com

Dr. John Toenjes, D.D.S.
Se habla espanol

Dr. Gabe Brizzee, D.D.S.

Highest Quality Dentistry 
A Lifetime of Value for All Your Dental Needs

• Cerec - Same Day Crowns • Cosmetic Dentistry • Zoom In-Office Whitening
• Veneers, Lumineers, and Crowns & Bridges • Implants • Professional Hygiene Cleaning 

• Dentures & Partials • Emergency Care
• Smile enhancement consultations and second opinions at no charge

Dr. Drostan Orme, D.D.S..

ceed, she took any class she could to 
improve her online teaching skills. 

Teaching online is much different 
than in a classroom. “In person, it is 
like a performance,” Fran says. “You 
feed off the audience and deliver what 
they need. It is an ego-stoke. Being on-
line I had to learn other ways to have 
that fulfillment.” 

Fran’s favorite part of her job is 
researching big picture ideas related 
to education. “I read a lot and find out 
how to help students achieve and suc-
ceed based on research,” Fran says. 
“I read a great book about stress be-
ing an anchor and utilizing it to better 
achievement. I then created lessons to 
harness those feelings for success.”

Fran returned to Teton Valley in 
2015 and was able to bring her jobs 
with her. “I love that I have flexibility 
in my schedule to spend time with my 
children while they are little and go on 
hikes, or [to] ski with my husband.” 

Fran Pistoresi
English Professor
Lake Tahoe Community College

Zach Ericks
Green coffee importer
Intercontinental Coffee Trading

A skill Fran Pistoresi has found to be 
helpful throughout her teaching career is 
winging it. “You have to be patient with 
yourself and seek out opportunities to 
learn,” she says. Fran currently teaches 
entry level college English courses on-
line for both University of Phoenix and 
Lake Tahoe Community College (LTCC). 

Fran got her teaching credentials 
through the non-traditional route of 
Teach for America in Los Angeles. She 
later moved to Teton Valley and worked 
at the middle school before relocating 
to Lake Tahoe. On a whim, she applied 
to LTCC and was asked to teach two 
English classes. 

While at LTCC, Fran thought it 
would be a good idea to try teach-
ing online. She took a basic class and 
jumped into the new teaching platform. 
“Being a rookie, I put all my materials 
online that I would typically use for an 
in-person class,” Fran says. After real-
izing that did not help her students suc-
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lowers have been cultivated 
for more than five thousand 
years. In the first century A.D. 
the Egyptian queen, Cleopa-
tra, was said to have carpeted 
her bed in rose petals an inch 
thick to greet her lover, Mark 
Anthony. Later, according to 

legend, she had the sails of her ships 
soaked in rosewater so their scent 
would remind Anthony of her. You can 
find evidence of flowers in ancient Chi-
nese artwork and in fifteen-hundred-
year-old mosaics uncovered in the ru-
ins of the city of Knossos on the island 
of Crete. 

It’s unclear when and why humans 
first began using flowers as a way to 
bring beauty to a space or to commu-
nicate their love, condolences, and 
congratulations to each other, but the 
practice seems ancient and ubiquitous. 

“Flowers are romantic and poetic. 
That seems to be age-old. People have 
been giving each other flowers forev-
er. We always talk about the power of 
flowers,” says Sam Shorts, who owns 
Teton Valley’s Heide’s Fresh Cut Flow-
ers with her mother Heide McBride.

“Flowers are like comfort food,” 
her mother adds. “The world could be 
falling apart around you, and a five dol-
lar bouquet will make your day.”

Flowers are big business. In 2016 

F
Americans spent a total of $30.8 billion 
on them, which comes out to about $95 
a person. The United States imports 82 
percent of these blossoms, mainly from 
South America, due to high customer 
demand that cannot be met locally or 
with in-season blooms. Forcing flow-
ers to grow quickly and out of season 
consumes huge amounts of water and 
energy, not to mention the size of the 
carbon footprint required to transport 
them to market.  

That background story may cause 
some people to hesitate before pur-
chasing mid-winter roses at the grocery 
store, but it has also inspired a new 
breed of flower grower. Like the slow-
food movement that emphasizes small-
scale, local production, the slow-flower 
movement has created a demand for 
locally grown flowers throughout the 
United States. In Teton Valley, a hand-
ful of flower growers have begun offer-
ing “slow flowers” for weddings or to 
sell at nurseries, farmers markets, and 
in specialty stores like Barrels and Bins 
in Driggs, Victor Valley Market, and the 
Aspens Market and Hungry Jacks, both 
in Wilson, Wyoming.

“Two summers ago one of my 
friends asked me to do the flowers for 
her wedding,” says Emily Sustick. “It 
was an experiment, but it worked out, 
and the flowers were beautiful.” 

Conscientious 
Cuts  Teton Valley nurtures the 

slow-flower movement 
BY MOLLY ABSOLON 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY JAMYE CHRISMAN AND CAMRIN DENGEL

LOCAL GROWERS SPEND THE 

SUMMER MONTHS NURTURING 

THEIR FLOWERS, LIKE THE 

ABOVE ZINNIAS.
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“I didn’t think I’d do it again until 
I tore my ACL last winter and found 
myself sitting on the couch surfing the 
Internet. All these beautiful pictures 
of flowers came up on Instagram,” Su-
stick says. “I thought it would be fun 
to explore the intersection between 
growing something and connecting to 
the creative—making bouquets taps 
into my creativity.”

So from that couch, Sustick de-
cided to jump into flower growing on a 
bigger scale this year. The name of her 
fledgling business is Red House Flow-
ers. She plans to sell bouquets at the 
farmers market in Driggs, as well as to 
provide flowers for a few local wed-
dings. Her scale is limited by the size 
of her garden—an eighth of an acre 
in Victor—and the growing season in 
Teton Valley.

The western side of the Tetons is 
Zone 4b, a designation determined by 
the average annual minimum tempera-
ture. Zone 4b is cold, which means that 
farmers here must contend with sub-
zero temperatures in the winter, the 
potential for frost or snow almost ev-
ery month of the year, and a brief 120-
day growing season. 

Every year is different, however. 
Some years the sun shines, tempera-
tures are warmer, and there’s a lot of 
water. Other years aren’t as forgiving. In 
2017, Heide’s Fresh Cut Flowers lost a 
hoop house full of germinating blooms 
to late season snow. Georgie Stanley, 
who grew flowers for Snowdrift Farms, 
says she’s come out to find that aphids 
have infested her garden overnight, de-
stroying a whole crop of one type of 
flower. A long-time grower, she is taking 
a break from cut flowers this season. 
But newcomers like Sustick are keep-

ing the valley supplied with blooms. Su-
stick says she’s learned not to plan for 
a specific flower at a specific date for 
her bouquets. She says you just have to 
work with what you get, because you 
can never predict what will happen.

“Just when you think you know it 
all, you know nothing,” McBride says. 

McBride has been growing flowers 
on her husband’s tree farm on the west 
side of the valley since the early 1990s. 
Now her daughter has taken over most 
of the day-to-day operations, but de-
spite their years of experience, both 
still consider flower growing more of a 
hobby than a business. 

“Every year we debate, ‘Is this 
worth it?’” McBride says. “It’s definite-
ly a labor of love. But we are encour-
aged by people. People are definitely 
the driving force behind our flowers. 
We get lots of positive feedback.”

McBride and Shorts joke that they 
should call their company Heidi’s Tiny 
Flowers because most of their blooms 
seem to be miniaturized. They don’t re-
ally know why; they’ve just learned to 
embrace the little bouquets.

Likewise Stanley says, “I’ve learned 
to make bouquets with what I’ve got.” 

TOP: SAM SHORTS AND HEIDE 

MCBRIDE OF HEIDE’S FRESH CUT 

FLOWERS CREATE STUNNING 

BOUQUETS AND ARRANGEMENTS 

FOR WEDDINGS AND EVENTS. 

BOTTOM: SUZANNE KNIGHTON 

SELLING FLOWERS FROM 

SNOWDRIFT FARMS AT THE 

FARMERS MARKET. 

OPPOSITE: EMILY SUSTICK 

IS DIPPING HER TOE IN THE 

SLOW-FLOWER WORLD WITH 

THE LAUNCHING OF HER 

NEW BUSINESS, RED HOUSE 

FLOWERS.  

“I thought it would 
be fun to explore the 
intersection between 
growing something 
and connecting to 

the creative—making 
bouquets taps into my 

creativity.”
– Emily Sustick
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78 N Main St. | Driggs, ID 83422
208.354.2285 | driggs@alliancetitle.com

Yes, it matters where you close.

Buying, selling, 
or refinancing?

Alliance Title & Escrow Corp.  
is ready to handle your title  
and escrow needs. Allow us  
to demonstrate our superior 

service and expertise for your 
real estate transaction! 

Your Home Base for 
Relaxation or Adventure 

 On the road to Grand Targhee
Satellite Television - WiFi

New Jacuzzi - Kitchenettes
Hand-crafted Fire Ring 

Picnic Grounds
Welcoming Reunions or Groups
Affordable Rates and Specials

(866) 687 1522
www.tetonvalleycabins.com 

Ski great powder on both sides 
of the Tetons...for less bucks! 

 10 minutes to Grand Targhee
HBO – WiFi

Hot Tub – Kitchenettes
Welcoming Reunions and Groups
Affordable Rates and Specials

 (866) 687 1522
www.tetonvalleycabins.com 

Still, she did a lot of pre-season 
planning. Stanley spent hours perusing 
the seed catalogs looking for flowers 
that grow well in our climate and fig-
uring out how long it would take them 
to bloom. She would start some annu-
als from seed in her greenhouse in the 
spring and watch her perennial beds as 
summer approached to see what flow-
ers came back. The whole thing was 
a juggling game, as she staggered her 
planting so she had a variety of color, 
heights, shapes, and filler to make bou-
quets throughout the summer season.

“Veggies are so practical,” Stanley 
says. “Flowers are beautiful. It’s sat-
isfying to be able to create something 
that brings people joy. My bouquets 
make people happy and that makes me 
happy.”

Part of the aesthetic of the slow-
flower movement is that bouquets 
look more natural, like they’ve just 
been picked from the garden. That is 
the aesthetic followed by all of Teton 
Valley’s cut flower growers. Their bou-
quets reflect the fact that these flower 
growers walk out to their gardens each 
morning to see what is blooming, and 
from there they create bouquets that 
can brighten up anyone’s day. 

BEYOND GROWING 

VEGETABLES, LOCAL FARMS 

ALSO CULTIVATE BUDS THAT 

MIGHT SHOW UP IN YOUR 

FARM SHARE OR MAKE IT TO 

THE FARMERS MARKET.
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Downtown

Association
DRIGGS

Sponsors:

DRIGGS SUMMER ARTS

7th Annual Driggs Digs 
Plein Air Festival
July 29 – August 4
Driggs City Plaza & 
Teton Arts Gallery

Symphony on Sunday
July 1, July 29, August 19, 
& September 16, 4-6pm
Driggs City Plaza

Shakespeare in the Parks 
performs “Othello”
July 21, 6-8pm
Driggs City Plaza

downtowndriggs.org

FREE Art, Music, and 
Theater in downtown Driggs

presents

Blick Art Materials • Plein Air Magazine • Grand Targhee Resort • Teton Regional Land Trust • Teton Valley Foundation • Three Peaks Plumbing

Horn Mountain Living
Seeking the Unique?

TIMELESS
original designs & custom 

home furnishings
sculpture 

gifts
art

Collectors in 50 states & 11 countries

stevehorn.com 
main street, tetonia id 

208-456-2719
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Tarzans In 
The Tetons
 

BY MOLLY LOOMIS

reat horned owls, red tailed 
hawks, ospreys—Jackson’s 
skies are full of opportu-
nity for amateur and seri-
ous birders alike. But this 
summer they’ll have to 
keep their eyes peeled for 
a different species up in the 

treetops: Homo sapiens. 
Thanks to the vision of local moun-

tain guides Christian Santelices and 
Sue Muncaster, Teton adventurers have 
one more item to add to their tick list: 
Snow King’s Treetop Adventure, a fifty-
four element ropes course wandering 
through the trees, twelve to eighty feet 
off the ground (plus twelve zip lines). 

Sage Hibberd, Powder Mountain 
Press’ co-owner, and I jump at the 
chance to try it—little do we know 
how much jumping we’d actually do, 
all with the safety of a back-up rope, 
of course. After a short chairlift ride to 
the staging area, we shuffle toward the 
training deck with a herd of Girl Scouts 
from Swan Valley’s Camp Ta-Man-A-Wis 
working toward earning cadet badges. 
With that hyperactive energy brought 
on by excitement and nerves, they set 
me straight: 

“No, we don’t just sell cookies. 
And we definitely don’t bake them!” 
giggles one. 

“I’m scared my harness is going to 
snap,” another admits. 

Sage and I are too tall for the realm 
of the Flying Squirrels (a lower course 

Feats of strength, Swiss 
Family Robinson-style

G
with twenty-six challenges for kids 
up to fifty-five inches tall), so we fall 
in line for the real deal that requires 
a seventy-one inch reach. Our guide 
Brandon walks us through the safety 
system—two tethers attached to our 
full body climbing harness. Here’s the 
cool part—attached to the end of each 
tether is a large metal carabineer-ish 
device with a red gate. Equipped with 
specialized magnets, the red gates on 
each device communicate—one won’t 
unlock unless the other is locked. It 
takes a few tries for my rock climbing-
ingrained brain to orient to the simplic-
ity and relative foolproof nature of this 
new system. 

Grouped with Sage and me are Flo-
ridians Sean and Taylor, ages 12 and 10, 
respectively. 

“We don’t get to do these things 
[back home],” says Sean, who’s sport-
ing a milk moustache. “Really, we just 
wanted to get in the shade and be cool.” 

Taylor, whose orange glasses match 
the rubber bands on her braces, offers: 
“We traveled a long way to be outside. 
I’m not scared. I rode a horse yesterday.” 

As we begin climbing into the lodge-
pole pines, Sean distracts us with a 
monologue about the wedgie his har-
ness is giving him. Nothing like the mind 
of a twelve-year-old boy to help you feel 
young and ancient at the same time. 
He’s adopted Spiderman as his theme 
song; for some reason I can’t stop sing-
ing the Pink Panther theme song. 

WHETHER IT’S THE FLYING 

SQUIRREL COURSE 

DESIGNED FOR KIDS AGES 

SEVEN TO TEN, OR THE 

ADULT VERSION WITH 

ELEMENTS SOME EIGHTY 

FEET OFF THE FOREST 

FLOOR, SNOW KING’S 

TREETOP ADVENTURE 

COURSE GETS YOUR 

ADRENALINE PUMPING.
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Owner/Manager - Ron Hunt
Phone: 208-787-9286 
Mobile: 208-313-1435
rhcrash@silverstar.com

Your C.R.A.S.H. is our business 
We take all major credit cards

Glass replace & repair
Frame straightening

854 Rocky Road, Industrial Park • Driggs, Idaho 83422

208-399-2TOW • 24hr Tow
Certified driver

With grins pasted on our faces, 
Sage and I work our way on planks 
and slacklines through the canopy. As 
I prepare to navigate a forest of green 
punching bags, my device sticks. Sure 
enough, I haven’t clipped my leading 
tether correctly. As a result, the back-
up tether won’t disengage. The degree 
of security is brilliant. 

We successfully complete the be-
ginner green course, eyes widening in 
anticipation of what the blue course 
will have in store. A few tightropes, 
then balancing logs, and we’re strat-
egizing over how to best swing onto a 
skateboard that will zip over the gap to 
the other side.

“This is gonna scare the hell out of 
me!” exclaims Sean. 

“Hey, what would your mother 
think of language like that?” I ask. 

“Oh, she says it all the time in the car,” 
he says. With yodels and yelps, we nail it. 

It doesn’t take long before I’m con-
templating a season’s pass for next 
summer so I can work through all the 
elements, with the goal of not hold-
ing on to the cables running alongside 
should I need additional balance. Tom 
Hargis, longtime guide with Exum 
Mountain Guides and the park’s lead 
guide, tackles the course each morning 
as a workout—climbing and balancing 
his way through the elements as quick-
ly as possible. For outdoor adventur-
ers, it’s a fantastic idea. Hargis has seen 
people of all shapes and sizes attempt 
the course, but the one who was able 
to cross all the relevant elements with-
out the use of her hands was not an ex-

THE TREETOP ADVENTURE COURSE 

ELEMENTS SEND PARTICIPANTS 

SWINGING ON LOGS, FLYING ON 

SURFBOARDS, AND LEAPING ACROSS 

WOBBLING BRIDGES, ALL SET IN THE 

SCENIC TALL TREES. 
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Open 7 days a week. Teton-style customer service, tunes, 
demos, and sales. Downtown Driggs & Grand Targhee Resort.

2015
Santa Cruz
Logo Sheet 
This document contains the o�icial vector 
artwork for all Santa Cruz Bicycles logos 
and wordmarks currently in use.  The use of 
these logos requires approval from Santa 
Cruz Bicycles and is not to be redestributed 
or altered in any way.

Santa Cruz White Santa Cruz Red Santa Cruz Black

Process Black

Santa Cruz Md Gray

1788C

95

Strip Logo: 
This logo should be used in 
Santa Cruz Red whenever 
possible, but may be used in 
white, grey, and black as 
well. This is appropriate for 
both print and web applica-
tions.

Stack Logo: 
This logo should be used in 
Santa Cruz Red whenever 
possible, but may be used in 
white, grey, and black as 
well. This is appropriate for 
both print and web applica-
tions.

Square Logo: 
This logo should be used in 
Santa Cruz Red whenever 
possible, but may be used in 
white, grey, and black as 
well. This is appropriate for 
both print and web applica-
tions.

208 354 7669 | Ride the Tetons

The Tetons’ Premier Mountain Bike Shop 

Seoul Restaurant
authentic Korean food

Seoul Restaurant will definitely fulfill your appetite this summer
Open Tuesday through Sunday. We also have sushi!

528 Valley Center Drive (North Driggs)
(208) 354-1234 • seoulrestaurantdriggs.com

Very Happy Sushi Roll

Kimchi Jjigae

Seafood Soon Do Boo

Bulgogi

Galbi

treme mountain athlete, but a stay-at-
home mom from Rexburg who’d never 
done anything like it in her life. 

“She was incredible,” says Hargis. 
I realize I’ve become so fixated on 

the task at hand that I’ve hardly stopped 
to take in the view. Of course, it’s in-
credible—the town of Jackson spread 
below and the Tetons soaring in the dis-
tance. Hearing the Girl Scouts chanting 
for one of their troop mates, “Lauren, 
Lauren…” I can’t help but wonder what 
the tree dwelling animals make of the 
biped intruders. Come to think of it, a 
swallowtail butterfly is the only wildlife 
we’ve seen, other than Sean. 

Sean and Taylor leave us at the Red 
Course, the grand finale to the adven-
ture. (They’ve got a date with the Snake 
River.) As we stare across an expanse 
of single swinging logs that requires tip 
toeing across, then stretching out to 
the reach the next one, Hargis shares a 
bit of insight: 

“The guys get to this one and they’re 
all pumped up from the earlier ele-
ments and telling their wives they can’t 
do it. The wives do just fine because 
they rely on their legs,” he says.

The Gauntlet of Death, Shoots and 
Ladders, a line of single stirrups—by 
the end of the red course, my heart rate 
is pumping. We opt out of the Black 
Course, a series of zip lines that end 
near the base, as adult responsibilities, 
like relieving the babysitter, are calling. 
Plus, we can’t resist making time for a 
ride down on the Cowboy Coaster. After 
all, milk moustache or not, aren’t most 
of us Tetonians still kids at heart?   
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Mesa Falls Marathon brings 
the world to Ashton

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY MICHAEL McCOY
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t’s five days after the Great American Eclipse of 2017, and east Idaho is 
still abuzz. Meanwhile, a less welcome phenomenon, Hurricane Harvey, 
is ravaging the Texas Gulf Coast. But here, high above the Warm River, 
not a breeze stirs the soft-green leaves of the quaking aspens surrounding 
me. I see another solitary individual coming into view and then running 
past; after him, another small pod of competitors. The only sounds are 
the “sktch-sktch” of running shoes padding across gravel and the hushed 
murmur of the river below. These runners will soon start up the lone sig-

nificant hill on the course, a climb taking them from a wild country of timber and 
canyons into undulating farmland, where views of the high Tetons scratching the 
sky in the southern distance might briefly take their minds off the fatigue mount-
ing in their legs. “Only” six miles left to go! This is the Mesa Falls Marathon. 

“The marathon more or less started 
in church one day,” race director Dave 
Jacobson tells me. 

“I was sitting next to Keith Nyborg, 
and he asked how the race had gone. 
We were doing a 5K at the time and I 
told him we had about sixty-seven peo-
ple in it. ‘You should do a marathon,’ 
Keith said to me.” (Nyborg, the former 
Ashton-area rancher who President 
Ronald Reagan appointed as ambassa-
dor to Finland in 1981, had launched the 
Ambassador’s Cup cross-country ski 
marathon in Ashton in the late 1980s.) 

“And so, we did,” says Jacobson, 
the owner of Dave’s Jubilee Market in 
Ashton. The twenty-second annual ren-
dition of the marathon takes place this 
summer, on the fourth Saturday of Au-
gust. It has grown a lot since that first 
race drew eleven runners and one relay 
team. 

For the first three years the mara-
thon course simply followed Highway 
47, the Mesa Falls Scenic Byway. But 
then, Jacobson explains, they tore up 
the road for reconstruction for two 
years. This triggered a route change 
that persists to this day: In order to by-
pass the construction, they moved the 
race start to Pineview on North Hatch-
ery Butte Road, from where it quickly 
veers onto the Pole Bridge Campground 
Road (Forest Road 150). The next 9.6 
miles are all on hard-packed gravel. 

At the same time, they started di-
recting runners down the railroad grade 
that connects Bear Gulch parking area 
with Warm River Campground, a move 

I
the race director says people loved. In 
fact, Competitor Running Magazine 
readers voted mile marker 14 along the 
rail-trail, high above the Warm River, 
as one of the best in a marathon any-
where. 

“The advance search-and-rescue 
guys always pre-run that section of the 
course on their ATVs,” Jacobson says. 
“We want to be sure there are no un-
registered participants out there, like a 
bear or a moose.” 

Early on, Jacobson says, he received 
invaluable help from race co-director 
Dennis Aslett, an active ultra-marathon-
er who would bring back ideas on how 
to improve the Ashton run from races 
he competed in elsewhere. “So, at first 
it was Dennis and me,” Jacobson says. 
“But he moved on to Coeur d’Alene … 
and I was about ready to give it up after 
about sixteen years.” 

But luckily, along came helpers 
Rachel Hatton and Julie Maurer—and 
Lindsay Palmer, who wanted to add 
the shorter races, a 10K, 5K, and kids’ 
fun-run that are now part of the event. 
“Lindsay has kept me going by example 
and inspiration,” Jacobson says. “And 
the town of Ashton itself is remarkable. 
It’s amazing the number of people who 
help with aid stations, the pre-race din-
ner, and the volunteers who show up on 
race day at 4 a.m. to hand out packets. 

“But I drive them hard down the 
line when things get serious,” he says 
about his volunteers. “One told me, ‘It’s 
easier to run a marathon than to be 
your assistant.’” 

FOR SEVERAL MILES THE 

COURSES FOLLOW AN 

ABANDONED, CAR-FREE 

RAILROAD GRADE.
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Jacobson says his goal now is to 
get to the twenty-fifth running, in 2021, 
then see what happens. Local compa-
nies have considered taking it over, but 
decided in the end that it would be too 
much work for them, he recalls. 

For the twenty-fifth, Jacobson 
would like to replicate a coup he man-
aged for the twentieth in 2016, when 
America’s “first couple” of running, 
Ryan and Sara Hall, attended and ran 
the half marathon. “We’re hoping to get 
Sara’s friends, [Olympian] Kara Gouch-
er and 2017 New York City Marathon 
champion Shalane Flanagan to partici-
pate,” he says. 

Sara Hall holds the half marathon 
record, and not just for women, but 
overall. She and Ryan ran the 2016 race 
together, but he slowed down at the 
very end, so she could win. Her time: 
one hour, 15 minutes, and 53 seconds—
a second faster than her husband. Pat 
Bragassa of Ririe holds the full mara-
thon record at about two hours and 
38 minutes, while the women’s record 
time for the full 26.2 miles is three 
hours and seven minutes run by Julie 
Gooderidge. 

The Mesa Falls Marathon, a Boston 
Marathon qualifier, has grown into a 
bigger deal than most small-town race 
organizers would dare to dream. “The 
community hardly noticed us at first,” 
Jacobson reflects. “But then we had 
400, 500, 600 [runners], and people no-
ticed. It was like a small city, in terms 
of the traffic in town.” He attributes 
this success to four factors regularly 
mentioned by participants: super orga-
nization, a beautiful course, the friend-
ly town and volunteers, and Ashton’s 
proximity to Yellowstone. 

The best retail secret in Teton Valley

Sports gear • Housewares • Decor • Books 
Clothing • Toys • Holiday • and more!

75 East Little Ave, Driggs, ID 83422

Sales benefit Teton Valley Hospital Foundation
Learn more at tvhfoundation.org

See N’ Save Thrift Store

Daily, 4pm - 10pm 
(208) 980-7320
18 N Main, Colter Bldg, 3rd Fl, Ste 315
Driggs, ID

Wood-fired artisan pizza, salads, and the finest craft beers.
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OLD-FASHIONED SODA FOUNTAIN

CORNER DRUG
10 S. Main, Driggs • 208-354-2334

• pharmacy

• lime freezes

• huckleberry
   milk shakes

• specialty toys

• children’s books

• fish & game licenses

• sporting goods

• hand-tied flies

• Idaho souvenirs

•

VACATION & LONG TERM 
RENTAL MANAGEMENT

26 years in Teton Valley —
we’ll match or beat any local manager’s fees!

As a VRBO Premier Partner, guests will 
easily find your vacation rental and book 
with confidence.

Call us today to learn more about our full service 
management and caretaking programs

800-746-5518  |  www.grandvalleylodging.com  |  Driggs, ID

Premier Partner

These factors, in turn, have 
spawned a lot of ink and positive word 
of mouth. For instance, USA Today ran 
an article on a dozen races to do before 
you die. “Only three of them were in the 
U.S., and one of them was ours!” Jacob-
son raves. 

The story, published in Septem-
ber of 2013, quotes 1972 Olympian 
and “America’s Coach” Jeff Galloway, 
who had this to say about Mesa Falls: 
“I often tell people that this is one of 
my favorite races. It’s a quieter, more 
humble, more honest experience. A 
runner’s race. People come here to get 
together and run because it’s some-
thing that they love to do—not to tick 
it off their bucket list.” 

Yet some do have Mesa Falls on 
their bucket list: Jacobson says it’s al-
ways been a destination for 50-staters, 
those attempting to run a marathon in 
every state. That’s because Idaho has 
relatively few marathons from which 
to choose.

Each summer’s event averages 
folks from 37 states and three foreign 
countries, Jacobson says. “Canada, 
Brazil, Japan, Australia, Spain. These 
two from Brazil, who run all over the 
world, came back a second time, the 
only place they’ve returned to. I think 
that says something about our event 
and our area.

“I run on sections of the course ev-
ery week,” he adds, “even during the 
winter. I’ve been running outside since 
I was ten. I can’t get enough of it. Espe-
cially here, in this place.”

Learn more at mesafallsmarathon.
com. While you’re there, check out the 
short drone-shot video found on the 
home page. (“It’s awesome,” Jacobson 
says; “the best money we ever spent.”)  

At the finish line: “Here we have 
Julie from Corpus Christi, Texas,” 
cries the announcer holding the mi-
crophone, “in a time of four hours, 
fifty minutes, and twenty-three sec-
onds. Good job, Julie, and we hope ev-
erything is okay back home.” 

DAVE JACOBSON 

PREPARES TO SET THE 

HALF-MARATHONERS 

OFF ON THEIR 13.1-MILE 

JOURNEY TO ASHTON.
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e embrace our beautiful summers and winters in Teton Valley. But, 
admittedly, with the arrival of spring mud season and early snow 
flurries in the fall, my wife Melanie and I are ready to bust out and 
head south to the canyons and sandstone of southern Utah.

We typically begin our pilgrimage, not in Utah, but rather in 
Nevada’s oldest state park, Valley of Fire. It’s generally warmer 
than most of our other favorite venues. It is an island of stun-
ning red rock in the middle of the desert, so the scenery and 

hiking are spectacular. The camping is great. The sites in the non-RV campground 
either back up onto or are tucked into alcoves in the red rock. Early risers might 
watch a desert bighorn wander through their campsite. After a day of hiking—as 
an extra bonus—you can cruise over to the RV campground and take a hot shower 
before settling into your camp chair for the evening’s refreshment.

Last spring, after several delightful days of hiking and camping in Valley of Fire, 
we decided to check out Gold Butte, a brand new national monument created by 
former President Obama toward the end of his administration. It’s a huge—just un-
der 300,000 acres—wild protected area on the eastern side of the Overton Arm of 
Lake Mead, northeast of Las Vegas and southwest of the golfing community of Mes-

W

South for 
the Sun  

Finding warmth 
and red rocks 
in the shoulder 
seasons

BY DAVID FISCHEL  
PHOTOGRAPHY BY MELANIE FISCHEL
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quite. One approaches it by exiting the 
interstate just west of Mesquite, cross-
ing the Virgin River, paralleling the river 
for about six miles (passing the ranch of 
Cliven Bundy, of the infamous 2014 Bun-
dy Standoff), then leaving the river and 
driving in a southerly direction for about 
twenty-one miles.

Gold Butte offers zero amenities: no 
water, no developed campsites, no toi-
let facilities, no visitor center. Camping 
is dispersed and totally self-contained. 
But it’s gorgeous. 

Last spring followed a particularly 
wet winter, so the desert was green. And 
the desert flowers were spectacular. We 
camped on a ridge among Joshua Trees 
and wildflowers with fine views of the 
red rock features to the west.

 A visitor to Gold Butte needs to be 
prepared for the fact that the area is 
utilized by ATVers. They utilize the des-
ignated trails and roads. Mornings and 
evenings were dead quiet and we were 
not aware of their presence on any of 
the hikes we did. Hiking opportunities 
are almost unlimited, but our two favor-
ites were Falling Man and Little Finland.

The Falling Man hike features the 
highest concentration of rock art— 
specifically petroglyphs—that we’ve en-
countered in many years of desert hik-
ing. It’s a short hike, but contains many 
of the classic elements of a desert out-
ing: a rock tunnel through water-filled 
potholes in the sandstone, some easy 
scrambling, and, of course, lots of eas-
ily accessible rock art. The Falling Man 
panel is a unique feature. It is dynamic 
and depicts a person in motion, in con-
trast to the static portrayals of human 
figures, bighorn sheep, or snakes that 
one is used to seeing in rock art.

It is an island of 
stunning red rock in the 
middle of the desert, so 
the scenery and hiking 

are spectacular. 

LINN CANYON RANCH
A Classic Taste of the West 

Trail rides • Pack TriPs
sunseT dinner rides wiTh GourmeT dininG 

PrivaTe ParTies • lodGinG

(208) 787-5466  •  1300 E 6000 S, Victor, ID 83455
linnranch@silverstar.com  •  www.linncanyonranch.com

192 W Birch Street, Victor, ID • 208.787.0445
www.tetonvalleycommunityschool.org

Discover Project-Based Learning

Teton Valley Community School offers an authentic learning 
experience for Pre-K through 8th grade students. TVCS creates 

lifelong learners by educating the whole child through academic 
engagement, character development and community focus.
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“Teton hospitality at its finest for 25 years”

800.787.9178 or 208.787.2667  |  diningincateringinc.com

JAKE MACLELLAN

ANDY MOLICK

RUSTIN SHILL

JEFF TALBOT

LISA WAGENER

SHAWN ZUBER

SHANE ANDERSON

JASON FREEZE

WENDELL GASTON

ANDY GOODRICH

PAUL HANSEN

TIM HANNON

PHONE 208-354-8288         JERRY LUCEY         FAX 208-354-8282
LUCEY ELECTRIC, INC. QUALITY CONTRACTING

PHYSICAL THERAPY
FITNESS GYM
MASSAGE THERAPY
COUNSELING
BIOFEEDBACK
SPEECH THERAPY

LIFE MOVES
208-354-3128   highpeaksphysicaltherapy.com  |  500 Ski Hill Rd. Driggs, ID 83422

Little Finland is an island of wind-
and-water-shaped sandstone in the 
middle of the Mojave Desert. After a 
short hike across open desert country, 
the red rock massif comes into view. 
At the sandstone-red rock interface are 
springs that create green mini-oases 
complete with palm trees. Seeking the 
path of least resistance, one ascends 
on sandstone ramps into the heart of 
the complex to be greeted by acres of 
Mother Nature-sculpted sandstone fins, 
dragons, and other magical forms.

Gold Butte National Monument was 
created to protect land sacred to the 
Moapa Band of Paiute Indians and the 
Las Vegas Paiute tribe. It contains thou-
sands of ancient artifacts and is home to 
the endangered Mojave Desert tortoise, 
as well as mountain lions and bighorn 
sheep. It also provides the opportunity 
for the public to access a beautiful, wild 
place protected from development.

At the time of this writing, public 
lands have been up for much debate, in-
cluding the future of Gold Butte. Bears 
Ears and Escalante-Staircase National 
Monuments have already been reduced 
in size. We are so fortunate to have end-
less public lands within a day’s drive 
from our Teton Valley home—the perfect 
escape for those sometimes long and 
bleak shoulder season weather patterns. 

Idaho has the largest percentage 
of federal and state lands of any state. 
Given the current overcrowding of our 
national parks, one would think our 
neighboring states should be trying to 
increase the public’s access to wild land.

Steve Bullock, the governor of Mon-
tana, says, in a Washington Post opin-
ion piece, “…a fundamental part of 
what makes America great is our land.” 
He reminds the reader that our public 
lands are “our history, our heritage, and 
our birthright.” What a wonderful thing 
they are, indeed. P
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Thursday, June 21
JOHN FULLBRIGHT

One Ton Pig

Thursday, June 28
ORGONE

Jackson 6

Thursday, July 5
KITCHEN DWELLERS

TBD

Thursday, July 12
WITHIN

(Formerly known as Todo Mundo)
Calle Mambo

Thursday, July 19
AMY HELM

Laney Lou & The Bird Dogs

Thursday, July 26
MARCHFOURTH  

Rock Creek

Thursday, August  2
HOT CLUB 

OF COWTOWN
Allan Morton Trio

Thursday, August 9
JAMIE MCLEAN BAND

Teton Valley Traveling All Stars

2018 LINEUP

VICTOR CITY PARK

June 21 - 
August 9
6pm-10pm

tetonvalleyfoundation.org
208-399-2884 •  Victor,  ID 83455

Making the good life in Teton Valley even better.
Richard & Claire  
GENEROUSLY PRESENT
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Big Hole 
BBQ   No matter your taste, 

Victor’s barbecue joint 
does the trick
BY KATE HULL
PHOTOGRAPHY BY LARA AGNEW
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ll across the country, 
barbecue has its own re-
gional rubrics. Texans say 
it’s all about the brisket. 
In Kansas, hickory wood 
and tangy sauces reign su-
preme. The Carolinas duel 
it out between vinegar and 

mustard-based sauces. But in the Gem 
State, the buck stops at Victor’s Big 
Hole BBQ. Inside, Nick Jacob and his 
wife Lindsey serve up mouth-watering 
meats rubbed with Nick’s secret recipe 
and slow smoked in sweet hickory for 
a barbecue style that has garnered fans 
on both sides of Teton Pass. So much 
so, the Jacobs opened a Jackson loca-
tion on Pearl Avenue last year.

My husband and I popped in for din-
ner this spring and tucked in to a corner 
table, ready to sample new offerings 
and order up our favorites. On any given 
night, Big Hole BBQ welcomes hungry 
patrons by the dozens hankering for a 
juicy plate of ribs, perfectly slow-smoked 
brisket, and side of sweet baked beans. 
The hotspot underwent a renovation 
in winter 2017 that doubled the space, 
keeping even more bellies satisfied.

For starters, we chowed down on 
the seasoned cornmeal battered okra 
served with a house made remoulade. 
For dinner, I succumbed to my tried-
and-true Mahi tacos with a side of 
creamy mac n’ cheese, while Kenny opt-
ed for the award-winning pulled pork. 
Nearby, a family chowed down on a full 
rack of ribs dripping in sauce. Others 
sat at the bar, sipping local brews and 
watching the game. The restaurant is 
a fun and welcoming hole-in-the-wall, 
with graffiti painted on walls and rustic 
tabletops adorned with bottles of bar-
beque and hot sauces; the perfect spot 
to kick back and chow down. The up-
stairs deck is prime for soaking up the 
cool Idaho summer evenings. 

After a round of Grand Teton Brew-
ing beers, we gave in to the satiation and 
bagged up our okra and remaining mac 
n’ cheese. We’ll be back again soon, and 
next I might even stray from the tacos. 

A

BY KATE HULL
PHOTOGRAPHY BY LARA AGNEW

Delivering More!

625 E. Broadway  |  Jackson, WY  |  307-739-6175  |  tetonhospital.org/birthcenter

The Birth Center
> Exceptional care, comfort, and privacy

>  Beautiful setting with views of the National Elk Refuge

>  Well-appointed suites featuring abundant natural light

>  In-room labor tubs for patient comfort

>  Cesarean section rate far below national average

>  Breast feeding rate well above the national average

>  Support from certified lactation nurses in hospital  
and after returning home

>  Prenatal care services

>  Monthly groups for babies and families
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Tax Planning & PreParaTion,
Payroll, accounTing, 

BookkeePing & consulTing

208.354.1023  |  www.chircoPcolyer.com

services include
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Bangkok Kitchen
260 North Main Street
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-6666

Broulim’s Food and Pharmacy
240 South Main Street
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-2350
Open Mon–Sat 7am–11pm
broulims.com/driggs

Corner Drug 
10 South Main Street
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-2334
Open Mon–Sat 9am–6:30pm
driggspharmacy.com

Visit Bangkok Kitchen at their new location on Main Street in Driggs. 
Stop by for traditional Thai cuisine like steamed dumplings, pad see-
eew pan fried noodles, delicious chow mein, curries, and more. Dine 
in for a wonderful meal inside our newly redesigned space, enjoy 
happy hour with friends, or take dinner to go. Expect great Thai cui-
sine and friendly staff on each and every visit. [p. 31]

Order sandwiches to go made from your choice of Columbus meats 
and cheeses. Breakfast sandwiches and paninis made fresh daily, 
as well as hot baked or rotisserie chicken, take-and-bake pizza, 
and other meals to go. Check out our display of hand-cut specialty 
cheeses! Freshly prepared salads, our own Sushi Bar, and hot Asian 
food. Daily specials of smoked meats available. Inquire at the Deli 
for catering services.

Located at the stoplight in historic downtown Driggs, the family-
owned and -operated Corner Drug has been a local favorite for sat-
isfying that ice cream craving for more than a hundred years. Try a 
fresh lime freeze or a huckleberry milkshake. Corner Drug also has 
your weekend essentials and a full-service pharmacy. Hunting and 
fishing licenses and tackle available. [p. 75]
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Dining In Catering, Inc.
Bill Boney, 
Owner & Executive Chef
208-787-2667, toll-free 800-787-9178
diningincateringinc.com

Forage Bistro & Lounge
285 Little Avenue, Suite A
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-2858
Open Daily Mon–Fri 11am–9pm, 
Sat and Sun 10am–9pm
forageandlounge.com

Dining In Catering, Inc. is the region’s most experienced outdoor event 
catering company, receiving rave reviews for great food and service. 
Owner and executive chef Bill Boney and his staff have catered the 
biggest events, weddings, and corporate retreats to take place in Jack-
son Hole and Teton Valley. Dining In Catering also offers a banquet 
location in Teton Valley, The Wildwood Room, the gathering place for 
Teton Valley’s best events since 2003! [p. 78] 

Forage Bistro & Lounge, specializing in seasonal regional cui-
sine with an emphasis on local ingredients, offers creative, chef- 
inspired lunch, brunch, and dinner seven days a week. Enjoy half-
priced bottles of wine every Wednesday, as well as Happy Hour 
food-and-drink specials daily from 3pm to 6pm. Amazing burgers, 
nightly steak special, pasta, market fish, homemade desserts, and 
more served from scratch. Our open kitchen with nothing to hide 
offers diners a unique experience in Teton Valley.

Agave
310 North Main Street
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-2003 
Open Daily 11am–10pm

From the owners of El Abuelito in Jackson comes Agave, Teton 
Valley’s very own family Mexican restaurant! Serving fajitas, 
burritos, and all of your Mexican favorites cooked to perfection 
seven days a week, with lunch specials from 11am to 3pm daily. 
Bienvenidos amigos, mi casa es su casa! 

Badger Creek Cafe
110 North Main Street
Tetonia, ID 83452
208-456-2588
Sun, Mon, and Thurs 8am–3pm
Fri–Sat 8am–9pm
badgercreekcafe.com

Badger Creek Cafe serves fresh, seasonal, and chef inspired break-
fast, lunch, and dinner on the north end of the valley in a casual set-
ting. Breakfast specialties include biscuits and gravy, chicken and 
waffles, and a variety of eggs Benedict. Serving burgers, sandwich-
es, and salads for lunch, with local favorites for dinner like meat-
loaf, chicken fried steak, cast iron seared ribeyes, and fresh Idaho 
trout. Homemade desserts prepared daily. Join us for happy hour 
Friday and Saturday from 3pm to 5pm for discounted beer, wine, 
and bar snacks. Garden patio seating available. Breakfast available 
all day on Sunday.

Barrels & Bins
36 South Main Street
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-2307
Open Daily 9am–7pm
barrelsandbins.market

Teton Valley’s source for all-natural and organic products including 
local and organic produce, meats, cheeses, and bulk food; 460 Bread 
baked fresh daily; beer and wine; nutritional supplements; health 
and beauty products; all natural pet foods; and much more! Juice 
& Smoothie Bar is open 9am to 2pm daily. Check in for sandwiches, 
salads, as well as other grab-and-go takeout options. [p. 12]
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Grand Targhee Resort
Alta, WY 83414
800-TARGHEE (827-4433)
grandtarghee.com

The Branding Iron offers a menu that features authentic Rocky 
Mountain fare and housemade items. Come enjoy casual slopeside 
dining with a full bar, must-try menu, and unbelievable views. At the 
Trap Bar and Grill you’ll find a wide selection of local microbrews 
on tap, great food like the famous Wydaho Nachos, HD TVs with 
your favorite sports teams, and the best live music on this side of the 
Tetons! Snorkels is your slopeside bistro; enjoy a cup of hot coffee 
or cappuccino with a Wyoming-style breakfast burrito; return for an 
afternoon ice cream or milkshake treat! [p. BC]

McDonald’s®
1110 West Broadway @ Hwy 22
Jackson, WY 83001
307-733-7444
Open Daily 5am–12am or later
mcwyoming.com/6435

Fast, Affordable, and On Your Way! Whether you’re driving over the 
pass on your way to Grand Teton National Park or commuting to your 
job on the “other side,” make McDonald’s® a part of your day. We’re 
serving your breakfast favorites like the classic Egg McMuffin®, 
Egg White Delight McMuffin®, and McCafe™ beverages featuring 
Lattes, Mochas, and Frappes. Premium Salads, Real Fruit Smoothies, 
and Fruit and Maple Oatmeal are delicious choices to support your 
healthy, active lifestyle. [p. 29]

Seoul Restaurant
528 Valley Center Drive, Suite #4
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-1234
Open Daily, except 
Monday, 11am–10pm 
seoulrestaurantdriggs.com

Come in and try Seoul Restaurant, where authentic Korean food will 
surely fulfill your appetite. We serve hot pot soups such as Kimchi 
Jjigae and Soon Do Boo, along with dumpling soup and Jombong 
soup. Not in the mood for soup? We also have hearty meat entrees 
such as Galbi, Bulgogi, Dolsot Bibimbap, Sushi, and much more! 
Located in north Driggs, Seoul Restaurant will definitely satisfy your 
appetite. We also offer takeout. [p. 71]

Linn Canyon Ranch 
1300 East 6000 South
Victor, ID 83455
208-787-LINN (5466)
linncanyonranch.com

Whether you are staying at Linn Canyon Ranch or just want to join 
us for dinner, the Sunset Dinner Ride is not to be missed! Friendly 
mountain horses will be waiting to take you for a leisurely guided 
ride through the foothills of the Tetons, winding through aspen 
groves and fields of wildflowers. After your ride, members of the 
Linn family will welcome you back to an elegant western evening 
at our historic lodge. Appetizers and music on the porch precede a 
gourmet dinner, after which we’ll gather around the bonfire to roast 
marshmallows and stargaze. [p. 77]

Marigold Café 
Located above the gift shop  
at MD Nursery 
2389 South Highway 33 
Driggs, ID 83455 
Open Mon–Sat 8am–3pm
mdlandscapinginc.com/marigold-cafe

Located above the gift shop at MD Nursery, Marigold Café makes food 
motivated by the mountains. Breakfast and lunch is offered in a casu-
al, counter-service setting. Innovative, nutrition-inspired food is made 
with love using quality ingredients. As the menu changes seasonally, 
guests will find sandwiches, salads, soups, and specialty kitchen dish-
es. Freshly baked treats, espresso, and specialty drinks round out the 
café offerings.

Riverside Bar & Grill at 
South Fork Lodge
40 Conant Valley Loop Road
Swan Valley, ID 83449
208-483-2112
naturalretreats.com/south-fork-
lodge-fishing-vacations-idaho
 

South Fork Lodge by Natural Retreats is an angler’s paradise, offer-
ing experienced guides, luxury accommodations, and some of the 
best fly-fishing waters in the country. Enjoy refined regional cuisine 
in the attractive setting of our architecturally stunning lodge dining 
room with its framed river views or from the riverside patio with 
the sound of the river and its refreshing breeze. It is the perfect way 
to  celebrate a successful day on the river and is sure to inspire the 
sharing of tall tales and good times with friends—new and old. The 
lodge’s full bar offers a wide range of wines, local beers, and spirits. 

RISE Coffee House
40 Depot Street
Driggs, ID 83422
208-787-8278
Open Mon–Sat 7:30am–3pm
Sun 8am–2pm
risedriggs.com

RISE Coffee House isn’t just a place you’ll find the best coffee and 
baked goods around. It’s a place where our community gathers, says 
hello to one another, and finds time to slow down. RISE is the place to 
go if you are looking for a unique pour-over coffee, a beautifully craft-
ed espresso drink, a mouth-watering baked good, or delicious savory 
breakfast treat. You can also choose from our selection of wine and 
beer, including a delightful morning mimosa. No matter what brings 
you in, you are sure to feel right at home. [p. 22]

Grand Teton Brewing
430 Old Jackson Highway
Victor, ID 83455
888-899-1656
Open Daily 11am–9pm
grandtetonbrewing.com

Grand Teton Brewing’s Tasting Room is open daily this summer  
offering a wide selection of beer on tap and packaged product to go.  
Enjoy a pint on the lawn and check out Taste Bud’s food truck after a 
day in the mountains.  Don’t miss our summer events, like American 
Craft Beer Week in May, nonprofit Pint Nights starting in June, and 
the thirtieth anniversary party to close out the season. Thank you to 
our community for supporting us for thirty years! We look forward to 
celebrating this milestone with you. [p. 35]
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Victor Emporium 
45 North Main Street
Victor, ID 83455
208-787-2221
Open seven days a week

Victor Valley Market 
5 South Main Street
Victor, ID 83455
208-787-2230
Open Daily 7am–9pm

Over one million served! For more than sixty-five years the Victor 
Emporium Old Fashioned Soda Fountain has served milkshakes, 
including the World Famous Huckleberry Shake. Gourmet coffee 
and espresso served daily. The Emporium is also a great place to 
pick up those unusual gifts. Where the locals meet before enjoying 
the great outdoors here in Teton Valley. [p. 70]

Victor Valley Market is your local grocer and the place to get fresh 
seafood and choice meats in Teton Valley. Offering a unique selec-
tion of groceries, from organic and specialty items to your every-
day needs, including a full selection of wine and beer. Our gourmet 
deli counter offers delicious house-made takeout dishes, along with 
sandwiches made with locally baked bread, fresh salads, house-
made soups, and so much more! Victor Valley Market has all that you 
need to make a delicious meal, whether for eating in or picnicking 
out. [p. 28]
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Three Peaks Restaurant & Catering
15 South Main Street
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-9463
Open Wed–Sun 11am–10pm
Daily happy hours 4pm–6pm
threepeaksdinnertable.com

Enjoy classic Italian dishes with a wild western flare: Elk Meat-
balls, Spicy Pork Sausage Lasagna, and Idaho Rainbow Trout just 
to name a few. A great downtown Driggs restaurant close to the 
stoplight. Boutique wine selection available for takeout or on-site 
enjoyment. Plenty of gluten-free and vegetarian options. Private in-
home or on-site catering and cooking classes available. We feature 
locally made artwork in our unique, circa 1940s building. Visit our 
website or call for reservations.

Warbirds Restaurant
253 Warbird Lane
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-2550
Serving lunch seven days a 
week, and dinner Tues–Sat
tetonaviation.com/warbirds-cafe

Enjoy delicious food seasoned with spectacular views of the Tetons 
at Warbirds Café. A full bar and thoughtful wine list complement our 
contemporary bistro fare, which is enhanced by daily specials and 
occasional live music. Our window-banked dining room parallels 
the taxiway, where an impressive array of private planes arrive and 
depart throughout the day. You can turn your meal into an adventure 
with a scenic airplane or glider ride; or, if you prefer to stay ground-
ed, visit our free display of restored vintage warplanes. [p. 39]

The Royal Wolf 
63 Depot Street
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-8365
Open seven days a week; serv-
ing lunch and dinner 11am–late
theroyalwolf.com

Since 1997, locals and visitors alike have enjoyed discovering this 
off-Main Street establishment offering a diverse menu of sand-
wiches, burgers, salads, appetizers, and entrées served in a casual, 
smoke-free, pub-style environment. Complementing our menu is a 
full bar serving all of your favorite beverages, including cocktails, 
wine, and a selection of regional microbrews on draft. Enjoy outdoor 
dining on our spacious deck during the summer. Daily food and beer 
specials, Wi-Fi, and billiards. Stop by to meet old friends and make 
new ones. Snow sagas and fish tales told nightly.

Teton Thai
18 North Main Street
Driggs, ID 83422
208-787-THAI (8424)
Lunch Mon–Fri 11:30am–2:30pm; 
Dinner Daily 4pm–9pm 
tetonthai.com

Voted “Best Restaurant, Teton Valley” in the Jackson Hole Weekly, 
Teton Thai offers something for everyone. Enjoy a variety of exotic 
dishes, from Crispy Duck Pad Gar Pow to Muslim-style Masaman 
curry, all made from our family’s recipes created in Bangkok. Sit at 
the kitchen counter and watch our chefs prepare your dish while you 
explore our eclectic beer and wine list. Dine in or take out. [p. 60]

Tatanka Tavern 
18 North Main Street, 3rd Floor 
of the Colter Building, Suite 315
Driggs, ID 83422
208-980-7320
Open Daily 4pm–10pm
tatankatavern.com

Tatanka Tavern offers wood-fired artisan pizza, salads, and the fin-
est craft beers and wines. Their fire-kissed crust is the difference 
of artisan pizza making. Bring in the family for a night out, or grab 
a seat at the bar and watch the game. Enjoy local favorites like the 
Fungus Amongus for dinner daily. [p. 74]
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Grand Targhee Resort
Alta, WY
800-TARGHEE [827-4433]
grandtarghee.com

Grand Targhee Resort
Property Management
18 North Main Street #105
Driggs, ID 83422
307-353-2300, ext 1396
grandtarghee.com

Linn Canyon Ranch
1300 East 6000 South
Victor, ID 83455
208-787-LINN [5466]
linncanyonranch.com 

After a day on the mountain, it’s time to relax with the family in one 
of a variety of western-style slopeside accommodations. All lodging 
is located just steps away from an array of shopping, dining, and ac-
tivities. For those who desire a more intimate family retreat, consider 
Grand Targhee Resort’s Vacation Rentals in Teton Valley, perfectly 
situated in Victor, Driggs, or on the way to the resort. Call 800-TAR-
GHEE to book your stay. [BC]

With more than thirty years of experience, our team provides twenty- 
four-hour service, real estate advice, and strategic marketing for 
your vacation rental to maximize exposure. For those who desire a 
more intimate family retreat, consider a vacation rental in Teton Val-
ley, perfectly situated in Victor, Driggs, or on the way to the resort. Call 
800-TARGHEE to book your stay. [p. 59]

Our lodging combines the best of luxurious accommodations with 
nature’s simple pleasures. Sleep peacefully in one of our luxury-
platform tents, or indulge yourself in creature comforts and rustic 
elegance in our artisan-built timberframe cabin. Our guests feel re-
laxed and inspired in our cozy mountain sanctuary. When you make 
your lodging reservation, we will also book your riding and dining 
activities at the ranch. We are also happy to help you reserve off-site 
adventures such as floating, fishing, hiking, and sightseeing. [p. 77]

Teton Springs Lodge & Spa by 
Natural Retreats
10 Warm Creek Lane
Victor, ID 83455
888-451-0156 or 208-787-7888
tetonspringslodge.com

US News & World Report’s #1 Hotel in Idaho, this Natural Retreats 
destination offers fifty-one elegant guest rooms and suites, as well as 
luxury log cabins. Nestled on the border of the Caribou-Targhee Na-
tional Forest, the year-round resort has the best of summer and winter 
activities available. The Stillwaters Spa & Salon offers a full range of 
services. Guests staying at the Lodge or in the Cabins have access to 
the private Resort & Club amenities, including two Byron Nelson de-
signed golf courses, outdoor heated pool, and fitness center.

Fin and Feather Inn
9444 South Highway 31
Victor, ID 83422
208-787-1007
finandfeatherinn.com

The Fin and Feather Inn is a small bed and breakfast in Teton Val-
ley situated along the Teton Scenic Byway. We combine luxury 
and country hospitality, making for a very relaxing and comfort-
able stay. Our five rooms feature Grand Teton views, spacious 
bedrooms, private bathrooms, dual-head showers, a deep soaking 
bathtub, HD/Direct TV, and free wireless Internet. Come stay at the 
Fin and Feather Inn and experience the wonderful adventures that 
Teton Valley has to offer, while enjoying a quality bed and breakfast.

Grand Valley Lodging
Property Management 
PO Box 191, 158 N. First Street
Driggs, ID 83422
800-746-5518
mail@grandvalleylodging.com
grandvalleylodging.com

Grand Valley Lodging is the premier property management company 
in Teton Valley, operating since 1992. We offer great rates on short-
term rentals that include vacation homes, cabins, and condominiums 
throughout the valley. We are also the largest long-term (six-months-
plus) property management company in the valley, and can help you 
optimize income and maintain your property. With our extremely ex-
perienced team in the housing rental business, we are happy to discuss 
the management of your valuable investment in Teton Valley. [p. 75]

South Fork Lodge by 
Natural Retreats
40 Conant Valley Loop Road
Swan Valley, ID 83449
208-483-2112
naturalretreats.com/south-forklodge-
fishing-vacations-idaho

South Fork Lodge is an angler’s paradise, with its experienced guides, 
luxury accommodations, and some of the best fly-fishing waters in 
the country. This spectacular lodge rests on the South Fork of Idaho’s 
Snake River in the Swan Valley. South Fork Outfitter’s professional 
guides are experts on the South Fork and can help anglers, no matter 
their level of experience, reel in a few unforgettable catches. In addi-
tion to the charming lodge and cabin rooms, South Fork Lodge offers 
a bucket-list fly-fishing experience  at their float-in Riverside Camp on 
the Wild and Scenic stretch of the river.

Cabin & Company
57 South Main Street
Victor, ID 83455
307-201-1861
cabinandcompany.com

Cabin & Company provides luxury vacation rentals as well as va-
cation rental representation and premium home management ser-
vices to homeowners in Jackson Hole and Teton Valley. We stand 
by uncompromising standards designed to overachieve the expec-
tations of our owners and guests alike. Homeowners and rental 
guests enjoy meticulous attention to detail and twenty-four-hour 
service. Our staff offers full concierge services, transportation ser-
vice, private chef facilitation, grocery service, daily cleaning, and 
more. It is our pleasure to care for our clients’ homes and provide 
our guests the best in comfort and convenience. [p. 5]
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Teton Valley Resort
1208 Highway 31
Victor, ID 83455
877-787-3036
tetonvalleyresort.com

At Teton Valley Resort, our goal is to provide you with a cozy and 
comfortable basecamp for your adventures.  We offer a wide variety 
of lodging and amenity options suited to any traveler.  Park your mo-
torhome or stay in one of our luxury cabins, glamping units, or fur-
nished tipis while taking advantage of our guide or shuttle services.  
Swim in our pool or clear your mind with a yoga session in our club-
house after visiting our unique massage studio.  We are a community 
of travelers rubbing shoulders and sharing experiences in the gem of 
the Rocky Mountain West known as Teton Valley. We look forward to 
your visit. [p. 47] 

Teton Valley Lodge
3733 Adams Road
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-2386
flyfish@tetonvalleylodge.com
tetonvalleylodge.com

During your stay at Teton Valley Lodge, you can expect to fly fish 
on a different stretch of river every day. With more than twenty-five  
different sections of river on three blue-ribbon fisheries in Idaho, 
years of discovery await even the most experienced of fly fishermen. 
Prolific dry fly hatches on the South Fork of the Snake, Teton River, 
and Henry’s Fork offer you many opportunities for large trout. Ex-
perience Teton Valley and the surrounding area with us—you will 
never forget it. [p. 3]

Teton Valley 
Realty Management
253 South Main Street 
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-3431
mail@tvrmanagement.com
vacationrentalstetonvalley.com

We hope you will allow us to find that perfect home or condominium 
to make your vacation memorable. All of our homes are nicely fur-
nished, meticulously maintained, and fully equipped to accommodate 
your group at a fraction of what you would pay for a few hotel rooms. 
All homes come complete with linens, kitchen necessities, cable or 
satellite TV service, high speed internet, soaps, and paper products. 
Book online at vacationrentalstetonvalley.com and receive all the 
conveniences of home, away from home. [p. 8]

Teton Valley Cabins
34 East Ski Hill Road
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-8153 or 866-687-1522
stay@tetonvalleycabins.com
tetonvalleycabins.com

Nestled amongst mature cottonwoods, Teton Valley Cabins wel-
comes you for your special getaway, vacation home base, or family 
or group reunion. Quaint charm, rustic cabins, and affordable rates 
await you at Teton Valley Cabins, just one mile from Driggs, with 
its restaurants and shops. Enjoy our picnic and activity grounds 
complete with an oversized Jacuzzi, or explore Teton Valley from 
here. We are centrally located, with Grand Targhee Resort just up 
the road and other recreational opportunities within a few minutes’ 
drive. Various room types are available. Our rooms are equipped 
with microwave, fridge, satellite TV, and Wi-Fi. [p. 66]
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Calvary Chapel Teton Valley
53 Depot Street | Driggs, ID 83422 | 208-354-WORD [9673]
ccteton.org

LDS Driggs Idaho Stake
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints | Teton Valley Wards:

St. Francis of the Tetons Episcopal Church
20 Alta School Road | Alta, WY 83414 | 208-353-8100
sftetons@silverstar.com | stfrancis.episcopalidaho.org

Visitors welcome. Our motto is to simply teach the Bible simply—
and thus, our pattern of study is verse by verse, chapter by chapter, 
book by book, right through the Bible. Sunday service starts at 10am 
and typically consists of worship, teaching, and fellowship. Dress is 
nice casual, and the service usually lasts about an hour. Children’s 
church and a nursery are provided. Wednesday Bible study starts at 
7pm and lasts about an hour; dress is casual. One block north of 
the stoplight in Driggs, turn west on Depot Street (opposite Wallace 
Street and the gas station); the church will be on your right.

Driggs I Tom Hill 354-8211 1pm
Driggs II Michael Brown 354-8806 11am
Driggs III Mitch Blake 354-2379 9am
Tetonia I Thomas Richins 456-2871 9am
Tetonia II Jim Douglass 456-2362 11am
Victor I Todd Dustin 787-2211 1pm
Victor II Stuart Marshall 201-5609 9am
Victor III Ryan Nykamp 787-3678 11am

Join us for Sunday morning worship and Sunday School beginning at 
10am. St. Francis of the Tetons Episcopal Church with the Rev. Deb 
Adams officiating welcomes worshippers of all walks of faith. In the 
shadow of the Tetons, this historic church offers an opportunity to 
experience God’s presence and join in fellowship, spiritual renewal, 
and service to others.
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Teton School District 401
District Office: 208-228-5923
tsd401.org 

Teton High School
Grades 9–12 | 208-228-5924
tsd401.org 

Basin High School
Grades 9–12 | 208-228-5928
tsd401.org 

Teton Middle School
Grades 6–8 | 208-228-5925
tsd401.org 

Teton Elementary Schools
Grades K–3 at Victor 208-228-5929 | Driggs 208-228-5927 |  
Tetonia 208-228-5930 | Rendezvous Upper Elementary grades 4–5 in 
Driggs 208-228-5926
tsd401.org 

Empowering our students to reach their full potential—Teton School 
District 401 provides a safe and exceptional learning environment 
where career and college readiness are the academic cornerstones of 
a relevant and progressive education. [p. 59]

Teton High School strives to recognize the uniqueness of the indi-
vidual in preparing for a lifetime of learning. THS provides a safe 
and academically focused learning environment, where students are 
challenged for career and college readiness.

Basin High School is an alternative option for students who meet the 
state criteria for enrollment. Students obtain credits through a state- 
approved independent-study format, with assistance from certified staff.

Teton Middle School is dedicated to providing a quality education 
through which students will grow in academic achievement, respect 
for themselves and others, self-discipline, integrity, honesty, and  
responsibility.

The mission of the elementary schools of Teton School District 401 is 
to be integral in the partnership between school, home, and commu-
nity in nurturing and encouraging all children to become productive 
citizens and lifelong learners.
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Teton Valley Bible Church
265 North 2nd East  |  Driggs, ID  |  208-354-8523
tetonvalleybiblechurch.org

Teton Valley Bible Church exists to glorify God and exalt Jesus 
Christ as Lord through Holy Spirit-empowered living and worship. 
Our mission is to make disciples through gospel-centered outreach, 
the spiritual building-up of believers, and living in loving fellowship 
with one another. We gather together to worship the Lord on Sunday 
mornings at 10:30am. Pastor Jim Otto (M.Div.) is committed to expo-
sitional preaching and Biblical theology. Child care is available and 
all are welcome. [p. 39]

Teton Valley Community School
Grades pre-K–8 | 192 W Birch Street | Victor, ID 83455
tetonvalleycommunityschool.org

Teton Valley Community School is a project-based independent day 
school for students Pre-K to grade 8 that creates lifelong learners by 
educating the whole child through academic engagement, character 
development, and community focus. [p. 77]
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