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POWDER NEVER
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Your locally owned source for 
 sage advice in real estate.

Valuing hard work, integrity 
and community. 
Our success is driven by the relationships we 
have developed as a trusted source of local  
real estate knowledge in Teton Valley and the  
surrounding area. Our experienced agents are 
committed to Teton Valley and its community.

We know Teton Valley

 189 NORTH MAIN | SUITE 100 | DRIGGS IDAHO 83422

 208.354.9955 sagerg.com
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PROPERTY COLLECTION
AVAILABLE ONLINE

christiancisco.com
307.699.1390

LIVE Teton Valley

Victor, ID  |  Property ID: #MJFK25
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Greater Teton Area
www.moyerdesignbuild.com
pete@moyerdesignbuild.com
jeb@moyerdesignbuild.com

Pete Moyer 208-456-2385 or Jeb Moyer 307-690-0364
Idaho Contractor Registration: RCE-60
Licensed Resident Contractor 
Class C Town of Jackson, Wyoming

53 Years’ 

Experience 

in all Types of 

Construction

• Building Design

• Remodeling and Additions

• New Home Construction

• New Frame, Post, Log and 
Contemporary Construction

PHOTO: COURTESY OF WRJ INTERIOR DESIGN
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Our specialists    come to you.
Cardiology

Cancer treatment

Orthopedics

Dermatology

Gynecology

Pain Management

General surgery

Plastic surgery

Pulmonology

Echocardiography

Pediatrics

Telehealth services!

120 East Howard Avenue
Driggs, Idaho 83422
tvhcare.org
(208) 354-2383

Less than 1% surgical site infection rate
Over 96% in patient satisfaction
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307.576.5760
kurt@buildwiththegrain.com

www.BuildWithTheGrain.com
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Your same Hometown Team is now globally connected  
offering an even better buying and selling experience.  

208.787.8000 

Toll Free 866.445.3328 

C21tetonvalley.com 

Two convenient Locations! 

Victor—Teton Springs 

Driggs—40 East Little Ave 

YOUR WYOMING  & IDAHO AGENTS 
Each office is Independently Owned and Operated 

FREE
FRIDAY, Jan 11
Snowscapes Snow Stomping
TUESDAY, Jan 15 - FRIDAY, Jan 18
Snow Sculpting Competition
SATURDAY, Jan 19
People’s and Kids’ Choice Voting
Competition Judging
Awards Ceremony

Driggs, Idaho

8th Annual 

www.DriggsSnowScapes.org

SATURDAY 
January 19
SNOW BALL
Driggs City Center

7pm - 10pm
Adults $15

Downtown

Association
DRIGGS

The Downtown Driggs Association presents

Visit Driggs to enjoy Snowscapes 
and Snow Ball and explore our 
historical downtown with great 

shopping and dining.



WINTER 2018/2019  magazine   7

 

                     

Your same Hometown Team is now globally connected  
offering an even better buying and selling experience.  

208.787.8000 

Toll Free 866.445.3328 

C21tetonvalley.com 

Two convenient Locations! 

Victor—Teton Springs 

Driggs—40 East Little Ave 

YOUR WYOMING  & IDAHO AGENTS 
Each office is Independently Owned and Operated 

FREE
FRIDAY, Jan 11
Snowscapes Snow Stomping
TUESDAY, Jan 15 - FRIDAY, Jan 18
Snow Sculpting Competition
SATURDAY, Jan 19
People’s and Kids’ Choice Voting
Competition Judging
Awards Ceremony

Driggs, Idaho

8th Annual 

www.DriggsSnowScapes.org

SATURDAY 
January 19
SNOW BALL
Driggs City Center

7pm - 10pm
Adults $15

Downtown

Association
DRIGGS

The Downtown Driggs Association presents

Visit Driggs to enjoy Snowscapes 
and Snow Ball and explore our 
historical downtown with great 

shopping and dining.



8   magazine  WINTER 2018/2019



WINTER 2018/2019  magazine   9

 10 Publisher’s Note
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26 teens & tweens 
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30 back when
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46 Seniors of the Slopes  
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on the cover Larry Slotta, a 
ringleader of the Targheezers, 
enjoying a sunny day on the 
slopes. photo by David Stubbs
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The winter season never ceases to take my breath away. 
Sure, sometimes it’s from the stun of icy temperatures 
that hit my face as I take my first step outside to tend our 
chickens. But most often, it’s from a gaze at the snow-
covered rural landscapes while driving on Highway 33; a 
look at the glistening Tetons during a powder day at the top 
of Fred’s Mountain; or a walk down any of our picturesque 
Main Streets on a clear, sunny afternoon. Our winters are 
extraordinary. 

What might be even more extraordinary than our scenic 
wonderland are the people that breathe life into it. As I 
combed through the stories in this winter issue of Teton 
Valley Magazine, I delighted in the colorful cast of characters 
that fill its pages. This edition serves up a heaping cross 
section of our valley’s residents, from winter enthusiasts 
and creative craftspeople, to innovative teachers and local 
musicians. 

Take the men who make up the self-coined “Targheezers” 
profiled in Christina Shepherd McGuire’s feature. Three of 
these eleven post-career ski bums, whose ages range from 
sixty-seven to eighty-six, logged more than one million 
vertical feet last season while cruising run after run at 
Grand Targhee Resort. What better time to celebrate the 
Targheezers’ youthful exuberance, camaraderie, and love 
of the slopes than during the fiftieth ski season anniversary 
at our local hill? 

You might find inspiration from Molly Absolon and her 
backcountry-yurt-going pals. Each winter, they head to the 
woods chasing their snow fix in the solitude at one of Teton 
Backcountry Guide’s four yurts. Judy Allen pens a look into 
the long-time friendship of mainstay mandolin musicians 
Ben Winship and Thomas Sneed. Judy’s words all but 
transport you to their living room where the duo unearths 
Americana string tunes. 

There’s also Reverend Karlin Bilcher and his radical 
approach to being a good neighbor; Margaret Rose 
Breffeilh’s commitment to molding young women in the 
studio and beyond; and a group of artisans whose diverse 
talents have found them national success. 

Teton Valley is home to so many vibrant residents that add 
a welcome bit of color to the west side of the mountain 
range. And it might just be that, on our winter’s snowy-white 
canvas, their colors shine even brighter. 
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Unrivaled Team. Unparalleled Results. 
Jackson Hole Real Estate Associates ranks in the top 1% of independent 

real estate brokerages in the U.S.* No one knows Teton Valley better.

65 S MAIN ST   |   DRIGGS, ID 83422   |   208. 354. 7325

*According to 2018 rankings by Realtrends of the largest privately owned independent real estate brokerages. 
Realtrends is the leading performance review of top residential real estate firms in the U.S.
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responsible for the return of unsolicited photos, 
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Winner of 1st place in the Magazine–
General Excellence category, Idaho Press 
Club’s Best of 2014, 2015, 2016, and 2017

Visit us today…. Under the Buffalo!
10 N Main  |  Driggs, ID 83422  |  208.354.9090  |  SilverPeaksRealty.com

TETON COUNTY TITLE
Your title company for the 

past, present and future

We take our jobs seriously. When investing in a new home, a new 
site for your business, or your own Private Idaho ‘getaway’ you need 
to have peace of mind that the property is truly yours and that the 
closing is handled professionally. Please feel free to call us…we’re 
here to help!

18 N. Main St. Suite 300

Driggs, Idaho

208-354-5050

Pictured (left to right) Ruth Corcoran - Title Officer,  Daryl Fauth - Manager,  Tiera Parker - Escrow Officer

TetonCountyTitle.com

Stop by our new office location in the Colter Building!



WINTER 2018/2019  magazine   13

We are pleased to have 
again earned 5 stars!

For more information, go to tetonhospital.org/5star
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Earle F. Layser
Debuting in 1998, and 
throughout its first decade,  
either Earle (Padres Island,  
page 76), or his late wife, 
Pattie, or both, had stories  
in every issue of Teton  
Valley Magazine. Earle 
confesses, “It was a lot of  
fun. We were locally dubbed 
‘that writing couple.’ Rem-
iniscent of those times, 
I’m happy to contribute a 
piece about a little-known  

winter escape, an up-to-date passport not  
required, where one can share clean beaches with 
shorebirds, deer, and coyotes. But by January, 
though, Teton Valley’s wonderful winters always 
call me home.” Recently, Earle received a first 
place award from Wyoming Writers, Inc., and also 
honorable mention by the Neltje Blanchan Memo-
rial Writing Award, for his grizzly bear essay, “The 
Spirit of Tosi,” taken from his book Green Fire: 
Stories from the Wild.    

David Stubbs 
A grateful husband  
and father of two  
girls, David (Seniors  
of the Slopes, page 
46) has humbly 
maintained a full-
time freelance career 
based in Jackson 

since 2002 after working on staff at the Jackson 
Hole Guide, beginning in 1999. David combines his 
passions for photojournalism, film, adventure, and 
environmental stories to produce striking content 
for editorial, commercial, and nonprofit clients. He 
has worked in twenty countries and been published 
in more than thirty. His photography clients include 
The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, Le 
Monde, The Guardian, The Rockefeller Foundation, 
National Geographic, The Nature Conservancy, The 
North Face, and Marmot, among others. David’s 
motion work has appeared on Vice, Showtime, and 
the Travel Channel.

Judy Allen 
Even though she’s lived 
in the Tetons for thirty- 
five years—nineteen in 
Teton Valley—Judy Al-
len (Musical Archaeol-
ogy, page 42) still loves 
winter, especially a 
snowy, blowy one. She 
writes, teaches, and grows organic produce year-
round in her solar greenhouse and garden. Through 
Full Circle Education, she teaches high-elevation 
vegetable gardening classes and rents garden beds 
to the public at Darby Canyon Gardens.

Camrin Dengel 
Camrin (Teton Valley  
Makers, page 56) 
grew up in rural 
Alaska, where she 
first fell in love with 
storytelling. As a life- 
style photographer 
in Teton Valley, she 
finds endless inspi-
ration in the people 
and places within 
this community. Her work includes freelance writing  
and styling, and often focuses on the theme of 
self-sufficiency and heritage. With a background in  
environmental science, her creative work regularly 
overlaps with her values in sustainability. She has 
a love for slow food, minimalism, and cow dogs. 

Tom Hallberg 
Having grown up in 
Portland, Tom Hallberg 
(Teton Valley Makers, 
page 56) became ob-
sessed with climbing, 
snowboarding, and liv-
ing in the mountains. 
Some vagabond years 
of teaching skiing, en-
vironmental education, and wilderness therapy led 
him to the Tetons for a season, and he was hooked. 
After a quick return to Oregon for an MFA in cre-
ative writing, he came back to Teton Valley to gar-
ner inspiration for his aspiring fiction-writing ca-
reer. A journalist by trade, he loves to write about 
the people that make this place wonderful.
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79  Agave

 
22  Bangkok Kitchen

 
80  Barrels & Bins Community Market

 
10  Butter Café

 
05  Cabin & Company

 
07  Century 21 / All Season Resort Realty

 
85  Chircop & Colyer
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94  Community Foundation of Teton Valley
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37  Cryo Therapy
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25  Drs. Toenjes, Brizzee & Orme, P.A.

 
45  Estate Collectables

 
45  Fall River Propane

 
23  Fall River Rural Electric Co-Op

 
78  Festive Living

 
24  Forage

 
81  Fitzgeralds Bicycles

 
BC  Grand Targhee Resort 

 
74  Grand Targhee Resort Property Management

 
32  Grand Teton Brewing

 
78  Grand Teton Floor & Window Coverings

 
87  Grand Valley Lodging

 
28  Guaranteed Rate

 
15  Guchiebird’s

 
33, 70  Habitat

 
75  High Peaks Physical Therapy Health & Fitness

 
15  Horizon Physical Therapy

 
63  Idaho Fertility Center

 
11  Jackson Hole Real Estate Associates

 
75  Kaufman Tire

 
81  Linn Canyon Ranch

 
89  Lucey Electric, Inc.

 
33, 41  Madison Memorial Hospital

 
23  McDonald’s® of Jackson Hole

 
19, 21  MD Nursery & Landscaping, Inc.

 
01  Moyer Builders
44  Peaked Sports

 
88  Rise Coffee House

 
IFC  Sage Realty Group

 
80  See N Save Thrift Store

 
12  Silver Peaks Realty

 
27  Silver Star Communications

 
85  Smith, Woolf, Anderson & Wilkinson - Bart Birch

 
89  Snow King Mountain

 
IBC Sotheby’s International Realty - Christian Cisco

 
13, 79  St. John’s Medical Center

 
63  Steve Horn Mountain Living

 
36  Sue’s Roos

 
24  Tatanka Tavern

 
32  Teton Ace Hardware

 
28  Teton Backcountry Guides

 
12  Teton County Title

 
54, 55  Teton Regional Economic Coalition

 
32  Teton School District 401

 
81  Teton Springs Lodge & Spa

 
40  Teton Thai Brewery & Tap Room

 
87  Teton Valley Bible Church

 
77  Teton Valley Cabins

 
88  Teton Valley Community School

 
71  Teton Valley Foundation

 
2, 3, 29  Teton Valley Health Care and Clinics

 
08  Teton Valley Realty Management

 
41  Teton Valley Resort

 
25  Teton Valley Trails & Pathways

 
29  The Rusty Nail

 
88  Trail Creek Pet Center

 
85  Victor Emporium

 
77  Victor Valley Market

 
44  Warbirds

 
70  Wildlife Brewing

 
04  With The Grain

 
36  Yöstmark Mountain Equipment

Mobile Physical Therapy serving the 
Greater Teton Region

Specializing in orthopedic, 
sports medicine, and 

pediatric physical therapy. 

horizonphysicaltherapy.com | jwood@horizonphysicaltherapy.com

 @HorizonPTOC                 @horizon_pt_on_call

(208) 243-7439

Jimbo Wood, PT

Representing over 150 American artisans 

208-354-GIFT(4438)
Open 10-6, Closed Tuesdays

160 E. Little Ave. Driggs, Idaho
www.guchiebirds.com

ad
ve

rti
se

r
dir

ec
tor

y

W
IN

TE
R 

20
18

/2
01

9



16   magazine  WINTER 2018/2019

Grab a coffee and a plate of fried chicken and 
waffles at Tetonia’s Badger Creek Café

Beat the crowds and enjoy fresh powder during an 
Early Tracks session at Grand Targhee Resort

Cozy up with a latte and plate of tropical French 
toast at Butter Cafe in Victor 

Take to the snow on two wheels! Rent a fat bike at 
Habitat and explore the valley’s groomed trails

Learn about critters in winter on a snowshoe hike 
with Grand Targhee Resort’s naturalist

Skate or classic ski on Teton Valley Trails &  
Pathways’ groomed Nordic trails

Refuel with a smoothie or freshly squeezed juice at the 
Barrels & Bins Smoothie Bar

Explore the Teton outback on skis with 
Yöstmark Backcountry Tours

Search open waters for snow-white trumpeter swans 
(but keep your distance, please)

Shop for florals and gifts at MD Nursery, then head 
upstairs for tea and treats at Marigold Cafe 

*Visit our Dining section for more bodacious breakfast ideas
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Fuel up with a European-style sandwich at Driggs’ Rise Coffee 
House—and don’t forget dessert

Pop into Guchiebird’s and try not to buy 
something

Find must-have gear and outerwear at Peaked Sports 
on East Little Avenue

Tackle the famous Wydaho Nachos at the Trap Bar & Grill; 
stick around for après live music!

Slurp a soda at the Victor Emporium or in Driggs at 
Corner Drug 

Volunteer to walk a dog or three at the Teton Valley 
Community Animal Shelter

Take a day trip to the National Museum of Wildlife Art 
in Jackson featuring more than 5,000 artworks 

Shop for fine decor and homegoods at Driggs’ The 
Rusty Nail and Victor’s Festive Living

Prepare to be wowed by the Teton Geotourism Cen-
ter’s terrific exhibits 

Work out the knots with a massage from 
Stillwaters Spa & Salon at Teton Springs Lodge 

*Turn to our Dining section for additional lunch ideas

Satisfy your inner foodie’s cravings at Forage in Driggs, 
named the best restaurant in Idaho 

Glide to your favorite tunes at Kotler Ice Arena’s Friday 
Night Ice public skating

Share stories from the slopes and sip handcrafted 
beer at the new Teton Thai Brewery

Join the Wildwood Room’s Monday night Teton 
International Table Tennis Society

Get your adrenaline pumping during an exciting 
evening at Grand Targhee’s tubing park

Sample Northern Thai cuisine like khao soi at  
Victor’s Chiang Mai Thai Kitchen

Kick back under the lap blankets on a Linn 
Canyon Ranch sleigh ride

Get down and get funky with some late-night live music 
at the Knotty Pine in Victor

Toast to fifty seasons of endless powder at Grand Tar-
ghee’s Branding Iron Grill 

Enjoy a runway-side repast at Warbirds Café, then 
check out the vintage aircrafts nearby

*Go to our Dining section for more dinner suggestions
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Just over a year ago, Teton County approved a $37.28 million school bond 
to build two new elementary schools and revamp four additional public 
schools. With groundbreakings held this fall, construction is now underway. 

Soon, Teton Valley will have a new, fifty-thousand-square-foot Driggs ele-
mentary just east of the Teton Middle School located on land donated de-
cades ago by Jill and Boyd Smith. With Teton High nearby, this creates an 
educational compound anchoring the northeast corner of town. The new 
Victor Elementary School, close to forty-five thousand square feet in size, is 
located on Elm Street just north of Sherman Park in Victor. The 13.5-acre-
site of land was donated by the Karl Johnson Foundation, a Jackson-based 
organization with long ties to Teton Valley. 

The bond also includes renovations and additions to Tetonia Elementary 
(library and staff room); Rendezvous Upper Elementary (classrooms and 
cafeteria); Teton Middle School (classroom and auxiliary PE facility); and 
Teton High School (classroom and auxiliary gym). Each building will also 
have redesigned entrances for enhanced security. 

The five-member board of trustees of Teton School District 401, alongside 
superintendent and district representative Monte Woolstenhulme and proj-
ect manager Bryer Hastings with Headwaters Construction, provide over-
sight at every step and update the public at the board’s monthly meetings.  
Garett Chadwick of GPC Architects in Driggs is lead architect, and Victor-
based Headwaters Construction Company serves as construction manager/
general contractor. Updates are also posted online. tsd401bond.org. P
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Maybe you’ve snagged a six-pack of the celebrated 208 Session Ale from any local 
grocer in town or sipped your favorite brew at Music on Main—whatever the occasion, 
Grand Teton Brewing is a Teton Valley mainstay. 2018 marks the thirtieth anniversary of 
brothers Charlie and Ernie Otto creating what was then Otto Brothers’ Brewing Company, 
notably the first modern microbrewery in the state of Wyoming. 

In 1998, the brothers broke ground on a new brewery on the west side of the Tetons in 
Victor, allowing for an annual production of more than ten thousand barrels. The once 
small production found its stride and is now Idaho’s oldest brewery. They changed the 
name to Grand Teton Brewing in 2000 and passed the reigns on to Steve and Ellen Fur-
bacher in 2009. The Furbachers have continued to elevate the business and also added 
a Donations Committee led by Ellen that contributes to area nonprofits. A toast to the 
next thirty years! grandtetonbrewing.com.

Many Teton Valley residents might 
know Max Mackenzie as a top-tiered 
skier and talented mason. But the 
thirty-two-year-old local is adding 
a new feather to his varied hat: bud-
ding artist. Max has taken his passion 
for creating and building to a new 

course—creating countertops, bar tops, table tops, and the like as part of his 
new business Teton Creek Creations. Using different woods like mesquite and 
river rock covered in eco-friendly epoxy resin, Max’s sleek designs play on the 
natural features found throughout the region. Learn more about his artistic fur-
niture and wall art by visiting Teton Creek Creations on Instagram.

Teton Creek 
Creations

Thirty Years 
of Brewing     

208.354.8816 • 2389  S. Hwy 33 • Driggs, ID
www.mdlandscapinginc.com 
Open Year Round 9-6 Monday – Saturday

BEAUTIFUL
LANDSCAPES
START HERE

Landscaping & Design
Excavation • Rock & Pavers

Water Features • Maintenance 
& Irrigation
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Author and Teton Valley Magazine’s editor at large Michael McCoy released 
his first novel, Sleeping Dogs Don’t Lie, last fall to stellar reviews. Part crime 
novel, part coming-of-age story, and all adventure, the tale follows protagonist 
Clifford Gustafson, born Clifford Whitetail on the Northern Cheyenne Indian 
Reservation in southeastern Montana. Orphaned as a young boy, he is adopted 
and raised by a farm couple in Minnesota—which, he learns after beginning 
college classes at university in Minneapolis, was part of the ancestral Cheyenne 
homeland prior to the 1700s. Clifford takes the fact that he was brought back to 
Minnesota through no choice of his own as providence, and as a sign—though 
at first, he’s not sure exactly what it’s a sign of. Nevertheless, the revelation 
kicks off a voyage of discovery for Clifford that leads to a degree in anthropol-
ogy and a summer job at an important archaeological site on the west slope of 
the Bighorn Mountains in Wyoming.

During his summer adventures, the murder of a close friend sets him on a new 
journey to answer questions and solve the mystery of her untimely death. What 
follows is an exciting, uplifting, and illuminating journey that will leave the 
reader primed and anxious for the forthcoming installment number two of the
Clifford Gustafson Trilogy.

Anne Hillerman, author of the award-winning Leaphorn-Chee-Manuelito  
mysteries, says: “A high energy romp of a story peopled with memorable and 
original characters and [with] a lively dose of murder and mystery. Michael Mc-
Coy’s debut novel begs for an encore.” The book is available at Amazon or locally  
at Corner Drug in hardcover ($27.95) and paperback ($16.95). 

To play chess, you’ll need a checker-
board, sixteen pieces on each side, 
and two players ready to go head to 
head in a strategic battle of calculated 
moves. The ultimate goal: Render your 
opponent’s king to concede. The board 
game is believed to have originated in 
India prior to the seventh century and 
is now played across the globe. And 
Teton Valley has joined the club. The 
Driggs branch of Valley of the Tetons 
Library hosts a weekly Chess Club on 
Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m. where play-
ers of all ages and abilities are free 
to join. 

The game is a mental workout. Stud-
ies show that chess exercises both 
sides of the brain, and can improve 
thinking and problem-solving skills. 
Put your skills to the test and remem-
ber, like famed chess player Irving 
Chernev said, “Every chess master 
was once a beginner.” 

Checkmate
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Great Reads  
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ALL THE PLEASURES 
OF HOME & GARDEN

208.354.8816 • 2389  S. Hwy 33 • Driggs, ID
www.mdlandscapinginc.com 

Open Year Round

Seasonal Home & Garden Décor
Full Service Florist

Unique Gifts
Marigold Café

Local nonprofit Full Circle Education hosts a variety of Sustainability Workshops each 
year that promote health, self-sufficiency, and sustainability. Whether you’re looking 
to up your high-elevation gardening skills, dive in to canning, figure out fermenting, or 
forage for your own homemade holiday wreath, there just might be a class for that.  
Visit tetonfullcircle.org/workshops for their schedule of upcoming classes. 

Hands-On Learning   
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In 1964, an idea was sparked to bring winter recreation to Teton Valley. A group of dedicated 
local men and women saw potential in the snowy mountain east of town to develop a ski 
resort and boost the declining winter economy. Driggs resident Evan Floyd and other resi-
dents worked to get the valley declared a depressed area, and set their sights on creating 
a ski resort. They knew the mountain would deliver exceptional snow, they just needed to 
build the resort. In an issue of Western Skier, Sverre Engen—a pioneer of western ski resort 
development—is quoted saying that Fred’s Mountain was “just made for skiing with room for 
a number of runs to fit any type of skier.” Through membership sales, a $600,000 loan from 
the FHA, and great effort, the group secured $800,000 to build the ski area. Grand Targhee 
Resort, Inc. was born and construction began in the summer of 1969. Today, skiers zip down 
Floyd’s Fantasy under the Blackfoot lift line, most without any knowledge of Evan Floyd’s 
incredible efforts, alongside many others, to make Teton Valley a place for generations to be 
able to call home. 

The day after Christmas in 1969, the first skiers loaded the Bannock chairlift, now Dream-
catcher. What followed has been fifty seasons of deep snow that created a community of 
dedicated Grand Targhee diehards. Look back on the past fifty seasons as Grand Targhee 
ushers in their fiftieth year with a snapshot of the people, moments, and milestones inside 
their special anniversary magazine. Visit Grandtarghee.com for more information. P
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Visit us at our new 
Downtown Driggs location
260 N. Main Street
(208) 354-6666

Find us on Facebook
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JACKSON HOLE
T h e  O f f i c i a l  G u i d e  f o r  G r a n d  Te t o n  a n d  Ye l l o w s t o n e

LIKE A LOCAL 
Sip, Savor, & Shop

E X P L O R E R

2018
MUST SEE! 
Wildlife Watching Spots

Your Next
GREAT ADVENTURE

A Jackson Hole Chamber of 
Commerce Publication

www.tetonwater.org     1

S U M M E R  2 0 1 8

friends of the

water lines

Sharing Stewardship

thursdays
VICTOR CITY PARK

6pm-10pm

Richard & Claire  
GENEROUSLY PRESENT

Your locally owned source for 
 sage advice in real estate.
Valuing hard work, integrity 
and community. 
Our success is driven by the relationships we 
have developed as a trusted source of local  
real estate knowledge in Teton Valley and the  
surrounding area. Our experienced agents are 
committed to Teton Valley and its community.

Not pictured above: 
Julie Robinson & Erica Tremblay

We know Teton Valley

 189 NORTH MAIN | SUITE 100 | DRIGGS IDAHO 83422

 208.354.9955 sagerg.com

Miranda
Jacobsen 

Kent
Wagener

Nell
Hanson

Matt
Hail

Ann
Goodell

Rachel
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Long Live Targhee
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Fast, Affordable, and 
On Your Way.

McDonald’s® 
of Jackson Hole

Open & Serving your favorites 5:00am - Midnight Daily

Free Wi-Fi
1110 W. Broadway, Jackson, WY  • 1 mile west of Town Square 

307-733-7444

Hydropower is fueled by rain and snow, making it a clean fuel 

and renewable source.
Hydropower accounts for 90 percent of renewable energy in Fall River Electric’s service territory as well as 
throughout the Pacific Northwest.

Because it’s fueled by water, the Northwest’s hydro base does not produce air pollution, avoiding the 
equivalent greenhouse gas emissions of more than 10 million cars on the road.

Hydro is also a constant supply of energy to meet the energy demands of our owner-members and mil-
lions of others in the Northwest while seamlessly integrating other renewables such as wind and solar. 
Hydroelectric generators can respond to increased power demands at any time of the day or night, and in 
any given weather condition regardless of wind or sunshine and can dispatch power to the grid instantly.
They provide essential back-up power during major electricity disruptions.

Hydropower – clean, renewable, dependable and affordable!

Island Park Hydro Buffalo Hydro Chester Hydro

Felt Hydro
The largest source of clean power 
in the United States is hydropower.
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OPEN DAILY: 
Monday - Friday 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday - Sunday 10 a.m. - 9 p.m.
forageandlounge.com

COMING 2019
Find us on Instagram

OPEN DAILY 4 p.m. - 10 p.m.
tatankatavern.com

ALL THREE LOCATIONS IN DOWNTOWN DRIGGS

+

=

HELPING OTHERS
HELP THEMSELVES.

crctv.org
(208) 354-0870

1420 N Hwy 33, Suite 204 
Driggs, ID

M-F 10am-4pm
*appointments encouraged

housing assistance

food rescue

supportive services

Call for more information on our services:

Odds are you’ve heard of the healing 
benefits of a good soak in a piping 
hot tub or smoldering mineral bath. 
But Driggs is cooling things off a bit, 
with the new CRYO Therapy Idaho 
—a cutting edge sauna owned by 
valley resident Markida Henley that 
uses subfreezing temperatures to 
revitalize and rejuvenate your body. 

The treatment dates back to ancient 
Greece, where artifacts depict Hip-
pocrates using snow and ice to heal. 
In 1978, Japanese doctor Toshira 
Yamaguchi developed today’s mod-
ern use of cryotherapy to treat his 
arthritis and joint pain. He found 
that, through rapid and short term 
applications of cold temperatures, 
patients saw relief. Now, cryothera-
py saunas are popping up through-
out the country.

Henley invites visitors to try it for 
themselves with the JUKA Cryosauna. 
Dawning only special gloves, socks, 
and shoes, cryo-goers stand in the sau-
na for up to three minutes—the sauna 
is a cylinder that goes up to your neck. 
After multiple uses, the intense cold 
should sooth and rejuvenate. Learn 
more: cryotherapyidaho.com. 

A Cool 
Alternative  
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Doctors Toenjes, Brizzee & Orme P.A.
COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY
305 East 5th North • St. Anthony • 624-3757

204 Main Street • Ashton • 652-7868

tbodental.com

Dr. John Toenjes, D.D.S.
Se habla espanol

Dr. Gabe Brizzee, D.D.S.

Highest Quality Dentistry 
A Lifetime of Value for All Your Dental Needs

• Cerec - Same Day Crowns • Cosmetic Dentistry • Zoom In-Office Whitening
• Veneers, Lumineers, and Crowns & Bridges • Implants • Professional Hygiene Cleaning 

• Dentures & Partials • Emergency Care
• Smile enhancement consultations and second opinions at no charge

Dr. Drostan Orme, D.D.S..

for another 20 years. 

Teton Valley Trails and Pathways - www.tvtap.org - tvtap@tvtap.org

walk. ski. ride. 

DONATE TO TVTAP TODAY
Since 1998, your support keeps year-round multi-use trails and pathways 
available and FREE to visitors and locals.  Please make a gift to TVTAP this 
season so that you can keep connecting in Teton Valley. tvtap.org/shop/
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BY KATE HULL
PHOTOGRAPHY BY 
LINDA SWOPE

Teton Middle School 
Cross-Curricular Programs

A Launchpad to 
Higher Learning
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Get the services you need 
to stay connected to what 

matters most.

Stay 
Connected

INTERNET
speeds up to 1 Gig

WIRELESS PHONE
unlimited data, latest phones

REAL CHOICE TV
get your locals and more

TECH STAR
smartphone and tablet repair

SilverStar.com | 208.354.3300
1670 N Highway 33, Driggs

“The year is 2584. Earth is your home. Famine, pestilence, fire, drought, 
war, and overpopulation are what surround you. Your only hope to sur-
vive is to board one of the few remaining spacecrafts and travel to one 
of eight neighboring planets. Twenty people are traveling with you and 
you have supplies to last you for the duration of your voyage and the first 
one hundred years of your existence (the same as one earth week). The 
choices you make will determine your fate. Good luck.”

The seventh grade class at Teton 
Middle School received the above as-
signment to begin a new unit using 
problem solving, the creative process, 
and critical thinking to construct a vi-
able new planet. But first, they had to fly 
via rocket to the planets. 

On a chilly April morning last 
spring, armed with a homemade soda-
bottle rocket of their own design and 
the knowledge that Earth as they once 
knew it was no more, the seventh grad-
ers stood in line waiting their turns to 
launch, hoping their calculations were 
correct and their design would soar the 
farthest. Science teacher Mike Brown 
crouched on the cement pavement 
with his launching contraption, which 
involved a pump that used compressed 
air and water to shoot the rockets into 

the sky. The water, or fuel, was earned 
by each student. The more fuel, the bet-
ter their chances. 

The goal: Launch their rocket the 
farthest to earn the right to claim their 
own planets. The farther out they reach 
in the solar system, the more resources 
at their disposal. Sound complicated? 
For seventh grade teachers Ann-Marie 
Kunz (literacy), Deb Johnson (math), 
Patrick Hogan (social studies), Mike 
Brown (science), or Autumn Wombach-
er (English), it’s just a typical Monday. 

Seven years ago, Kunz and former 
teacher Geoff Stubbs wanted to create 
a cross-curriculum, project-based pro-
gram for their seventh-grade classes 
that would increase engagement and 
touch on a variety of learning styles. 
What resulted is a unique selection 
of six- to nine-week units that carry 
through to each of their core class-
es, with a bigger topic or question at 
play: Who killed the principal? Is war 
good or bad? Can we survive outside 
of Earth? Each question kicked off a 
new unit focusing on crime scene in-
vestigation (CSI), World War II, and 
physics. 

Last fall, the school year began with 
a murder mystery as part of the CSI 
unit. Teton Middle School Principal 
Brian Ashton was “murdered,” and the 
students worked to find the culprit. 

“The reason we can do these things 
is because our administrator has made 
it a priority,” Kunz says. “The common 
collaboration time is so important, and 
our administrator values what we do. 
He knows the whole point is student en-
gagement. It ties in to what they need to 
be learning and doing as seventh grad-
ers. He doesn’t think we are nuts when 
we say, ‘Hey, can we kill you, Principal 
Ashton?’” 

A Launchpad to 
Higher Learning

LEFT Seventh-grade students watch their 
homemade soda-bottle rockets soar 
as part of a cross-curricular program 
focusing on surviving on a new planet. 
BELOW TMS students designed their own 
planets, complete with creative flags. 
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Students collected evidence and 
learned about forensic timelines. They 
studied legal writing and crafted their 
own arguments. They even went to the 
courthouse where a judge and an attor-
ney helped them prosecute the case. 

“The biggest thing is engagement,” 
Brown says. “There is a vested inter-
est from the students. We see kids, who 
might not be normally motivated to do 
other things, excel in this type of unit 
and come out of their shell. Whereas 
the grade might not motivate them, the 
project does.”

The purpose of cross-curricular pro-
grams is just that: to touch on a variety 
of learning types. Sometimes called in-
terdisciplinary, the teaching style uses 
a conscious effort to apply knowledge, 
principles, and values to different aca-
demic subjects with a central theme, 
problem, or question at play. 

“Each project hits a different learn-
ing style,” Kunz says. “For kids who 
don’t thrive in a traditional learning en-
vironment, this gives them the chance 
to shine as a lawyer in a classroom or 
as a technology inventor—it is naturally 
differentiated. Kids can run with it and 
make it their own.”

For middle school students, particu-
larly seventh graders, studies show that 

GO DEEP
INTO THE TETON BACKCOUNTRY

FIND SOLITUDE
AND UNTRACKED

POWDER BLISS
DAY TOURS
AVALANCHE COURSES 
BACKCOUNTRY SKILLS CAMPS
TETON YURT SYSTEM  
WOMEN’S CLINICS
DIY YURT RENTALS

TETONGUIDES.COM   
307.353.2900

TETON
BACKCOUNTRY

GUIDES
1986

Pete Mervis NMLS ID: 1628182; ID - MLO-1653182, WY - 7066

 NMLS ID #2611 (Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) • WY - Lic#2247

Deep snow calling 
your name?
Don’t let the typical mortgage process eat up all your free time. 
With our digital platform, spend your day in the snow, not buried 
in paperwork! 

Your Local Teton Valley Lender – Low Rates & Fees – Personalized Service

Pete Mervis
Associate VP of Mortgage Lending

pete.mervis@rate.com
c: (307) 413-7307
o: (307) 200-2035

1130 W Maple Way, 

Suite 1C 

Jackson WY 83001

ABOVE TMS seventh grade students had to 
earn fuel (actually water) for their rockets. 
The more fuel, the better their chances for a 
successful launch.

“The biggest thing
is engagement. 
We see kids excel in 
this type of unit.”
Mike Brown TMS Science Teacher
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Care.
For the whole family.

Now located 
next to Victor Drug 

on Main Street.

83 North Main Street
Victor, Idaho 83455

(208) 354-6307
tvhcare.org

Winter’s here.
So are we.
Open
7 days a week.
M - F 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat - Sun 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

283 North First Street
Driggs, Idaho 83422

(208) 354-2302
tvhcare.org

THE 
RUSTY 
NAIL

THE 
RUSTY 
NAIL

YOUR MOUNTAIN 

RETREAT FURNISHING 

& DESIGN CENTER

rustynailinteriors.com • 208-354-4663 • 25 E Wallace Ave • Driggs, Idaho

Building the details

this type of learning is especially benefi-
cial. Programs such as TMS’ are inspired 
in part by the tenets of renowned educa-
tion expert Dr. John H. Lounsbury. Dean 
Emeritus of the School of Education 
(now the John H. Lounsbury College of 
Education) at Georgia College in Milled-
geville, Georgia, Lounsbury focused a 
large part of his career on seventh-grade 
education practices.

“These are the years when young-
sters crystallize their beliefs about 
themselves and firm up their self- 
concepts, their philosophies of life, and 
their values—the things that are the ul-
timate determinants of their behavior,” 
Lounsbury wrote in a paper for the As-
sociation for Middle Level Education. 
For the TMS teachers, this rings true.

They were particularly taken by one 
student three years ago who, during the 
first CSI unit, triumphed in the role of 
the attorney arguing his case. He was 
a shy student whose engagement level 
skyrocketed during that process. 

“We would’ve never received that in-
formation about this student from just 
one assignment in one of our rooms,” 
Kunz says. “It gave him an opportuni-
ty for success, but it also gave him an 
opportunity to tap into potential that 
maybe would not have otherwise been 
provided.”

Now, this student’s interests and 
strengths are apparent to his teach-
ers. And whether it’s rockets or court 
rooms, the programs also reinvigorate 
the teachers. 

“We are excited as teachers,” Kunz 
says. “As a professional, knowing that 
you’re providing these opportunities for 
your students, it’s wonderful.” 

  With ear-to-ear grins and infectious 
enthusiasm, the seventh-grade middle 
school teachers rave on about how 
much they value the cross-curricular 
program. For them, it reinforces what 
they love about their chosen profes-
sions. And, with a Monday spent launch-
ing rockets or an afternoon uncovering 
clues in a murder mystery, it’s no won-
der their excitement is palpable.   
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BY JOYCE D. EDLEFSENA look at the valley’s 
earliest transporters

Carrying Big Loads
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Even before Teton Valley was settled, wagon freighters played a role 
here. Their expertise was helpful in bringing the first round of settlers 
into the valley, guiding them on the few trails to the good grass and plen-
tiful streams. And once the settlements took hold, freighters played the 
same role in the valley that online merchants, post offices, and delivery 
businesses play today. They brought the goods unavailable in the valley 
to the people and businesses that needed them.

They were the truck drivers of their 
time—except they were much hardier 
and more independent than today’s truck 
drivers in their air-conditioned cabs with 
radios and electronics. They also had to 
use their wits to get themselves out of 
jams, a common problem at the time. 

Until 1912 the valley had no rail 
freighting and cars were a novelty, so 
wagon freighting was the main delivery 
method. Since Teton Valley was so iso-
lated, freighters were even more impor-
tant here than in many places. The trip 
to Rexburg or St. Anthony, typically an 
hour’s drive from Victor today, was usu-
ally a two-day affair with a stopover at 
Canyon Creek. 

Crops and other valley products for 
out-of-valley markets went by wagon. 
People who had a fit team and a sturdy 
wagon were hired for individual jobs, 
unless the farmer or merchant had his 
or her own team. In an interview in the 
1970s with history buff Harold Forbush, 
Perry Sewell said his father, an early 
merchant, had a freight team in the first 
decade of the twentieth century. 

“I remember leaving here in the eve-
ning and coming into Teton [City] early in 
the morning and going over to St. Antho-
ny [the railhead then], loading up freight, 
and coming back the next day,” Sewell 
said. “Canyon Creek was the stop.”

The railroad’s arrival in the valley 
meant goods could be shipped in and out. 
But produce and other goods also were 
freighted to the railhead or off the trains 
and into freight wagons for delivery to 
Jackson Hole, which had no railroad.

Nearby Swan Valley, southwest of 
Victor, also had no rail service. Trans-
porting grain and other goods over the 
new Pine Creek Pass road to the rail-
head in Victor was a freight job.

Perhaps the best-known name in 
Teton Valley freighting was Harry Scott, 

who held the mail delivery contract be-
tween Victor and Jackson Hole in the 
early 1900s.

“Harry Scott would also let passen-
gers ride along with his freight and 
mail loads,” said Wendell Gillette, 
who wrote a brief transportation 
history of Victor. “On some oc-
casions there were tip overs and 
frostbites, [the potential for] added 
to anxiety to both driver and pas-
sengers.”

Francis Gillette and Bill Hynes, 
the early railroad agent in Victor, 
saw a need for local freighting as 
thirty to forty individual wagons 
would line up to deposit goods or 
receive them when trains arrived 
at the Victor Depot. The Hynes-
Gillette company was formed with two 
small trucks to haul farm products. 
Eventually the families created the 
Teton Transportation Co. and whole-
saled petroleum products in the valley 
and over the Teton Pass to Jackson, 
Wendell Gillette explained.

But the granddaddy of freight com-
panies in the early days was the Ashton 
Idaho-Moran Wyoming Horse and Wag-
on Freight Line. In operation from July 
1910 to October 1927, the company’s 
purpose was to haul supplies for the 
biggest public works project of the time, 
construction of the Jackson Lake Dam.

Most of the freighting occurred via 
the Reclamation Road, today known as 
Ashton-Flagg Ranch Road. It was con-
structed in part by the Bureau of Recla-
mation specifically for the dam project. 
But still, some of the industrial compo-
nents had to be hauled over Teton Pass.

John Markham, the son of early 
Jackson Lake Dam superintendent Jo-
seph Markham, wrote  a series of pa-
pers on the history of the freight com-
pany and its role.

What’s in the 
freight wagon?
Freighters carried all sorts of gear 
besides their load of freight on 
their one-hundred-and-fifty-mile 
roundtrips from Ashton to the 
Jackson Lake Dam work site. 
Each wagon (or sleigh in winter) 
carried horseshoeing equipment, 
hay, grain, and emergency and 
food rations, bedding, and extra 
clothing.

FAR LEFT Freighters played a vital role in 
early Teton Valley life prior to rail freight-
ing and motor vehicles, transporting goods 
and supplies unavailable in the area. 
ABOVE  Harry Scott and his team ready to 
make the trip from Victor to Jackson with 
loaded freight and mail in about 1921.

BY JOYCE D. EDLEFSEN
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HUSQVARNA ST230P SNOW THROWER 

CLEARING WIDTH: 30” 

POWER OUTPUT: 8.5HP 

2 STAGE BLOWER 

ELECTRIC START 

HEATED HAND GRIPS 

ENGINE: HUSQVARNA 

Performance. Durability. Innovation

Performance. Durability. Innovation.
Husqvarna525L
• Cylinder displacement: 25.4 cc
• Power output: 1.21 hp
• Intuitive controls

Price:$299.95

HU725AWDWalkBehindMower
• Engine manufacturer: Briggs & Stratton
• Cutting width: 22 inch
• Easy deck cleaning by Gardena hose
connection

Price:$399.95

HUSQVARNAYTH23V48
• Engine manufacturer: Briggs & Stratton
• Power: 23 hp
• Briggs & Stratton Intek V-Twin

Price:$ 1,799.95

HusqvarnaZ246
• Engine manufacturer: Briggs & Stratton
• Engine name: Endurance Series V-Twin
• Endurance V-Twin Engine

Price:$2,699.95

www.husqvarna.com
Copyright © 2014 Husqvarna AB (publ). All rights reserved.

TETON ACE HARDWARE (208) 354-2344
120 S. Main

Driggs, ID 83422
Small Engine Repair
Blade Sharpening
Chain Sharpening

TETON ACE HARDWARE
(208) 354-2344 
120 S. Main Driggs, ID 
Small Engine Repair
Blade Sharpening
Chain Sharpening

Clearing Width: 30” 
Power Output: 8.5 HP
2 Stage Blower, Electric 
Start, Heated Hand Grips

Husqvarna ST230P Snow Thrower

Price: $1,199.95

Everywhere 
you look 
TSD students are 
interacting with 

members of 
the community! 

(208) 228 5923 • tsd401.org

Teton County firefighters 
took part in a fifth grade 
Read-A-Thon in October

“All of the freighters who freighted 
from Ashton, Idaho, to Moran, Wyoming, 
and from Victor, Idaho, to Moran had the 
quiet anonymous heroism of men who 
say little but accomplish much, for they 
hauled the supplies, cement, and steel 
needed to build the permanent Jackson 
Lake Dam,” Markham wrote.

They were the 
truck drivers of 
their time...
ABOVE Both horses and oxen were used to 
pull the freight wagons. The above oxen 
team prepared to haul coal mine equipment 
in 1918.

The company, the last major horse 
and wagon freight line in the United 
States, hauled in all supplies needed for 
construction of the dam, as well as sup-
plies needed by Jackson Hole ranchers 
and Yellowstone National Park rangers.

Equipment hauling in 1914 by the 
freight line drew mention from another 
set of authors. In their book, History 
of Northern Jackson Hole and Yellow-
stone’s Influence 1872-1920, Kenneth L. 
and Lenore L. Diem describe the hauling 
effort over Teton Pass as “an amazing 
feat of transportation.” Six 22-foot-long, 
15,000-pound boilers and a 7,800-pound 
pumping unit for a suction dredge were 
successfully hauled by horses and sleds 
over Teton Pass during April and early 
May of 1914. Wagons took the equip-
ment the rest of the way to the dam site, 
a job completed in late July.

Markham called Jackson Lake Dam 
“the freighters’ monument,” a fitting 
tribute indeed.  
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Margaret Rose 
Breffeilh helps  
students find 
strength beyond  
the studio

She stops the music and the girls 
slow their spinning, their chests heav-
ing from exertion. 

“Better, but the spacing is still off on 
that pass,” says Margaret Rose Breffeilh. 

She sorts the girls out, guiding 
them back to their starting points and 
talking about the beat they need to 
follow to get their timing right. Her in-
structions are delivered in a firm, no-
nonsense way. The girls know they are 
making mistakes, but there’s no shame 
in their failure. Margaret just wants 
them to try again. 

Miss Margaret, as she is known to 
the eighty to ninety students who take 
classes at Teton Valley Dance Acad-
emy in Driggs each year, is more than 
a dance teacher. She’s an artist, a cho-
reographer, a hot air balloonist, a small 
business owner, a director, a designer, 
and a mentor and friend to countless 
girls—there are a few male students 
at the studio but it’s mostly girls—who 

spend hours and years under her tute-
lage. Margaret touches hundreds of lives 
in the valley both directly at the studio 
and indirectly through the school’s pub-
lic performances. Her studio provides a 
sanctuary where her students feel safe, 
challenged, seen, and loved. 

“Teton Valley Dance Academy has 
brought so much to the community of 
Teton Valley,” Abi Domingue says. Abi 
started dancing with Margaret when she 
was nine or ten. She is now in college 
and still dancing. “TVDA has introduced 
dance to so many little ballerinas and au-
dience members. It continues to spread 
this art form with an open-minded and 
passionate view that not every studio of 
dance has. I will be forever grateful for 
Margaret’s presence in my life.” 

The setting sun streams through 
the studio windows along Main 
Street in Driggs. Inside, two lines 
of teenage girls twist and turn 
their bodies as the music pounds. 
In front a petite woman with ma-
roon-colored, wavy hair watches 
their movement. Her eyes dance 
around the room, jumping from 
one girl to the next. 

BY MOLLY ABSOLON
PHOTOGRAPHY LINDA SWOPE

Confidance



WINTER 2018/2019  magazine   35

Margaret, like many Teton Valley resi- 
dents, came here from elsewhere. She 
grew up in Evanston, Illinois, outside 
Chicago, where she, like many of her stu- 
dents, discovered dance at an early age. 

“I still remember my first dance 
class,” Margaret says. “I was four and 
had bad knees. My physical therapist 
suggested dance. … The minute I put 
on a pair of tap shoes I turned into an-
other person. I tap danced at the store, 
at the bank, at school …”

School was not an easy place for 
Margaret, particularly fifth grade. Her 
father lost his job. The family—and 
Margaret in particular—felt that stress. 
She failed her classes that year, but at 
dance she excelled. The studio became 
an escape for her.

“Everything in my life was unsta-
ble,” Margaret says. “It was important 
to have an outlet, a place where I could 
leave my worries behind.”

Now, at thirty-seven, Margaret is 
far from the anxious fifth grader who 
feared failure. Besides being the owner, 
creative director, and primary teacher 
at Teton Valley Dance Academy, she’s 
the successful owner of her hot air bal-
loon company Elevated Ballooning, 
and the co-director of Teton Valley’s 
annual Hot Air Balloon Rally. Perhaps 
most importantly to her students, she 

provides a safe space for young people 
to explore their creativity and learn 
to express their unique personalities 
through movement. 

“I have memories in which I hear 
Margaret’s quintessential remark, 
‘Leave the day behind at the door,’” 
says Kate Blair. Kate, a contemporary 
of Abi’s, also danced with Margaret for 
roughly ten years. She, too, continues 
to dance in college. 

“After school, having dealt with oc-
casional problems with friends and a 
minor back injury, I often felt discour-

 “The minute I put on a pair of tap shoes 
 I turned into another person.”

ABOVE Margaret Rose Breffeilh, known to her students as Miss Margaret, sees dance as a way to 
help students develop self-discipline and strength both in and outside the studio.  

Margaret Rose Breffeilh Teton Valley Dance Academy
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aged,” Kate says. “I was comforted by 
knowing that I no longer had to face 
those problems when I went to the stu-
dio, but could dance them away. 

“Dance often expressed the emo-
tions I felt and became a sanctuary 
from which I would leave sore, smil-
ing, and challenged. … A dance teach-
er like Margaret knows her students, 
their needs, and their feelings simply 
by the way they stand or move day 
to day. A great dance teacher like her 
becomes a resource in times of dark-
ness—someone who uses physical-
ity and expression to ease difficulties 
and celebrate life’s accomplishments,” 
Kate says.

Margaret moved to Teton Valley 
in 2008 after graduating from Colum-
bia College Chicago with a degree in 
choreography. She originally taught 
for Dancers Workshop in Jackson and 
worked for her uncle’s hot air balloon 
business on that side of the Tetons. But 
then she began teaching at Kari Cope-
land’s Balance Studio in Victor. 

In 2014, Margaret bought the dance 
school from Kari, whose interests had 
shifted. Kari continues to offer Pilates 
classes at Balance. Margaret moved 
the dancing school to Driggs, renamed 
it Teton Valley Dance Academy, and 
created a nonprofit to allow for fund-
raising. The school offers ballet, jazz, 
modern, and hip hop classes for all 
ages, starting as young as three. 

Margaret takes her role as a men-
tor seriously. She recognizes what an 
important position she has in the lives 
of her students, and she hopes that she 
can influence them in positive ways.

“I want to develop a different type 
of dancer and human,” Margaret says. 
“I see dance as a way to help students 
develop self-discipline. I want my girls 
to communicate that they are not only 
fabulous dancers but also self advo-
cates. I want them to be able to com-
municate to the world that they are 
physically strong, mentally strong, and 
creative with a strong sense of imagi-
nation. I want to make sure their cre-
ativity and imagination stay alive.”

To help achieve these goals, Marga-
ret does more than teach movement. 
She brings in speakers to talk to the 
older girls about nutrition. She has 
them study famous dancers and use the 
stories they read to influence their own 
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work in the studio. One year the older 
girls choreographed an entire show 
based on the dancers they’d studied. 

Margaret has even tried having the 
girls stand in front of a mirror and say, 
“I love you,” to their reflection. She 
says it’s easy for the little ones to do 
that, but harder as the kids get older 
and become more self-conscious and 
aware of the world around them.

“We have to fight the negative as-
pects of dance,” Margaret says. “My 
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generation had a lot of anorexia and 
bulimia; these kids are bombarded 
with social media. The way kids doc-
tor images today is crazy. They all look 
perfect. I love it when people can wear 
their skin and be comfortable, unique, 
and confident.”

Exuding her own confidence in 
herself, Margaret walks the talk—or, in 
her case, dances—daily.

“That’s what I want to convey to 
these kids,” she says. 

ABOVE When she’s not instructing dance classes, 
Margaret runs her hot air balloon company, 
Elevated Ballooning, and is co-director of Teton 
Valley’s annual Hot Air Balloon Rally.

Perhaps most impor-
tantly to her students, 
she provides a safe 
space for young people 
to explore their  
creativity and learn to 
express their unique 
personalities through 
movement.
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY 
REBECCA VANDERHORST

Reverend Karlin Bilcher 
challenges community to build 
friendships and understanding

It’s a Radical Day  
in the Neighborhood 
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“Things aren’t super organized all the 
time,” he says. “And, you know, we’re 
not a real well-oiled machine. We can 
be sloppy. And things sometimes fall 
through the cracks.” But there is a 
method to his madness. 

Karlin and Emily Bilcher, his wife of 
thirteen years and the director of client 
services and outreach at the local Fam-
ily Safety Network chapter, have spent 
the last year working with members of 
their church to advocate for adding a 
new and powerful layer to an age-old 
concept: Being a good neighbor. 

This initiative, called Radical Neigh-
boring, was born from a pastoral confer-
ence Karlin attended in 2017 in Spokane, 
Washington, where he participated in an 
immigration track led by activists and 
leaders in the immigration conversation. 
The week hammered home for Karlin 
the realities of the incorrect information 
he frequently encounters when it comes 
to the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA), immigration, and the 
Hispanic community in the Tetons. 

Church in the Tetons doesn’t have 
a membership directory. They want 
one, and Rev. Karlin Bilcher knows 
they probably do need one. He will 
get to it soon. … “Maybe,” he says 
with a laugh. But the energetic 
forty-three-year-old Presbyterian 
church reverend, who speaks with 
passion and wears a Bible verse 
and fly-fishing tattoo on his leg, has 
other fish to fry.     

When Karlin returned home, he was 
approached by a group from the church 
who felt moved to do something more in 
regard to the topic of immigration.   

“Lots of people claim to care about 
their community and the immigration 
issue, which typically translates into 
not much more than getting angry at 
the television or ranting on social me-
dia,” Karlin says. “As long as the issue 
remains abstract, it’s easy to imag-
ine yourself as caring and thoughtful. 
The Radical Neighboring initiative of 
Church in the Tetons hopes to be an 
on-ramp to good information that [will] 
mobilize people to meaningful action. 
Ideas have legs, they are dynamic, and 
relationships are transformative.”

Karlin and his congregation want 
to be at the front of the issue. To them, 

this means filling the spaces in the com-
munity’s divide by showing up, forging 
friendships, and continually learning. 

“We didn’t want to be the ‘sophis-
ticated gringo citizens’ who just invite 
people to come to our stuff,” he says. 
“We thought that this was kind of pejo-
rative, and we don’t want to maintain 
that sort of disposition.”

Instead, church members showed 
up to events at the Hispanic Resource 
Center, the schools, and the like, to be 
“used however they were needed,” Kar-
lin says. They’ve also hosted their own 
events, including a community kickball 
game. And they’ve held a community 
conversation and attended event after 
event building on relationships. 

“The only way to better understand 
each other is by building relationships,” 
says Monica Carrillo, the bilingual vic-
tim advocate at Family Safety Network. 
“That is why Radical Neighboring is so 
important. Next year we will continue to 
do more events and have more gather-
ings, so we can get to know each oth-
er and make new friendships. That is 
what this is all about: knowing, learning 
about, and supporting each other.”

Initiatives like Radical Neighbor-
ing are just the type of church experi-
ences Karlin and Emily hoped to forge 
when they came to the valley in 2012. 
Originally from New Jersey, Karlin met 
Emily while attending college in Pitts-
burgh. After he graduated seminary in 
2008, the pair moved to Alaska. 

“We were up for adventure and 
thought, ‘We are young, let’s do this 
now,’” he recalls. “But it turned out to be 
a little more adventurous than we had 
anticipated.” With two young kids—Zion, 
now six, and Finley, now ten—the young 
couple needed something different. 

“I was at the point of maybe leaving 
ministry,” Karlin says. “I figured I could 
probably sell something like insurance 
or pharmaceuticals or, you know, vac-
uums. So, I said, ‘Okay, Emily, you’re 
this beautiful, strong, smart, and godly 
woman: You go do good stuff in the 
world, and I will fund it.’” 

 In her search for what was next, 
Emily learned about a church looking 
for a reverend in Driggs, Idaho, and 
Karlin pursued it. “It needed to be born 
from her to me,” he says. 

Karlin was met with a church in a 
transitional phase and in need of a rev-

LEFT  Rev. Karlin Bilcher and a group of Church  
in the Tetons members are working to learn and  
better connect with the community through a 
concept they call Radical Neighboring.   

“Ideas have legs, 
they are dynamic, 
and relationships 
are transformative.”
Karlin Bilcher Church in the Tetons
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erend. Now, more than six years later, 
he finds himself at the helm of a church 
that provides him the space to pursue a 
method that might be a little outside of 
the box. It also doesn’t hurt that he is a 
“degenerate fly fisherman,” he says. 

Be it through a kickball game, host-
ing church in the outdoors, or pushing 
the conversation, Karlin’s mantra is to 
challenge convention. 

“Teton Valley is an incredible place,” 
he says. “My voice is more focused on 
challenging the church and the Chris-
tian people to be out in front on donat-
ing their time, being generous with their 
money, their relationships, and their 
homes—to leverage all that for the bless-
ing of other people. That’s my shtick.”

Lately, that’s meant focusing on 
Radical Neighboring. He is not sure 
what the next year will bring through 
the initiative, he hopes it’s more kick-
ball, more friendships, and a continued 
desire among residents to better under-
stand each other. 

“My family has been utterly trans-
formed through our meaningful and 
personal relationships with a few of 
our immigrant friends and neighbors,” 
Karlin says. “Now, when we take in the 
news of the day, it has a face. It’s not 
just policy and statistics. It’s the lives of 
Brian and Brianna and Dante that are at 
stake. And that changes everything.”  

All this, Karlin explains, is because he 
loves his community and wants to know 
it better. And while he might not always 
be at his desk to answer the phone, and 
Church in the Tetons might not have a 
membership directory, those unlisted 
members of the congregation are ready 
to be radically good neighbors. 

BELOW  Church in the Tetons has held a  
community conversation, hosted a kickball game, 
and attend events as part of their initiative to 
be radically good neighbors.  
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY 
LARA AGNEW

Thomas Sneed and Ben 
Winship unearth an 
American ‘oral tradition’

Musical Archaeology
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Lively notes rise above the attentive crowd, and soon I’m tapping a toe 
in time. It’s the kind of music that makes me smile just a little wider, with 
that plaintive sound of the high, lonesome mandolin—in this case, two of 
them. Telling tales from Appalachia to the American West, Thomas Sneed 
and Ben Winship are playing string band music at its finest.

Well-known to Teton Valley music 
lovers, Ben has played acoustic music 
in the area for three-plus decades, has 
been a member of numerous regional 
bands, and is a frequent guest on local 
stages. Likewise a decades-long profes-
sional musician with local visibility is 
Thomas, who met Winship years ago 
when they were playing festivals in 
touring bands, both as mandolin mas-
ters. When Thomas moved to the valley 
from Tennessee in 2004, their collabo-
ration blossomed. You might catch the 
duo this winter at venues like Warbirds 
Café at the Driggs airport or the Trap 
Bar and Grill at Grand Targhee Resort. 
But the real music, the music Thomas 
and Ben cherish and are passionate 
about, happens in a much more relaxed 
setting: their living rooms.

Both are quick to point out that the 
goal of their partnership is not fame 
or fortune. “We’re not an act trying to 
make it,” Ben says. 

Instead, their adventure centers on 
what Thomas terms “musical archaeol-
ogy.” He explains: “Music is not always 
for public consumption.” It’s not always 
about making a set list, he adds. The 
duo’s quest includes long hours “un-
earthing” obscure string band tunes 
from the 1920s and 1930s, something 
they know they can blow life into. They 
also trade different favorites they’ve en-
countered in their musical travels. 

“Our experiment is as much about 
the history and roots [of the music] as 
about actual playing,” Ben says.

In conversation, each musician read-
ily acknowledges the strengths and con-
tributions of the other. “When Thomas 
first moved here, I only really played 
when I had to practice,” Ben says. “I lit-
erally forgot that people played for fun. 
It’s a great realization.” 

Regarding the forty or more tunes 
that together they’ve helped evolve and 
bring into the present, Thomas says, 
“Ben is a really great interpreter, open 
to a lot of music. He’s finished a lot of 
songs that were just in my head. He’s 
always a couple steps ahead of me. He 
keeps me climbing the mountain.” 

Counters Ben: “Thomas is an encyclo-
pedia; I’ll never know as much as he does.”

One of the pair’s most notable suc-
cesses is the Targhee Music Camp, held 
annually in early August the week prior 
to the Grand Targhee Bluegrass Fes-
tival. Launched in 2006 by Ben for the 
twentieth anniversary of the bluegrass 
fest, the camp became Thomas’ baby 
when Ben handed it off to him in 2011. 
At the camp, acoustic musicians gather 
to learn at the feet of a cadre of virtuoso 
instructors. Some of the tunes Thomas 
and Ben revere are among the camp’s 
main fare. “In American string band  

ABOVE Musical mainstays and long-time 
friends, Thomas Sneed (left) and Ben Winship 
(right) find inspiration playing together and 
exploring forgotten string band tunes. 
LEFT Both mandolin players, Ben’s octave 
mandolin is a larger version of the fretted 
eight-string instrument that’s tuned an octave 
lower than the standard, played by Thomas. 

Thomas: “Ben is 
a really great 
interpreter...”
Ben: “Thomas is 
an encyclopedia.”
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music, there’s a strong culture of shar-
ing,” Ben says, “with jamming at festi-
vals and in family bands, across politics 
and across generations.”

Thomas further pursues the theme 
of sharing through education with his 
children’s music series at Alta Library, 
where he leads a sing-a-long of Ameri-
can classics. He is emphatic about the 
need to perpetuate the history of string 
band music. 

“All this music is one of the best sto-
ries in America, the story of immigrants 
making music,” Thomas says. “This 
amazing repertoire needs to continue; 
you have to share it. These songs were 
championed by the people for a long 
time. It’s an oral tradition.”

In public performances, Thomas 
adds, about half of the tunes they play 
will be the hidden gems he and Ben 
have resurrected, and about half will be 
better known, more recognizable. 

If you can wait until next summer, 
Thomas and Ben will showcase their 
music at a performance at the Teton 
County Fair, accompanied by Targhee 
Music Camp instructors. Otherwise, slip 
into one of their select winter venues. 
You might discover a few excavated ar-
tifacts, a little musical Americana that 
tells of the romances and travails, the 
joy and pain, of the men and women who 
told American history through song. 

Their quest includes 
long hours unearthing 
obscure string band 
tunes from the 1920s 
and 1930s, something 
they can blow life into.
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Seniors of the Slopes
BY CHRISTINA SHEPHERD MCGUIRE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY DAVID STUBBS
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photographer David Stubbs and Larry 
Slotta at the base area of Grand Tar-
ghee Resort. Larry promptly instructed 
me to tune my Motorola walkie talkie to 
their channel. Then, after a quick chat, 
we rounded up the troops and hit the 
slopes. They chose the runs.

On our first run down Crazy Horse, 
David and I set out ahead on snow-
boards, after the photographer in-
structed the group to do their thing 
and stop about halfway down. We had 
no idea what to expect and watched, 
in awe, as the crew made swift, effort-
less turns on the freshly laid corduroy, 
as if it was their first trackless run on 
a long-awaited powder day. I couldn’t 
help but stretch my creaky early morn-
ing bones and think: Wow, if this is how 
I feel at at my age, I wonder how these 
men (some almost double my years) 
can perform at this level every day of 
the winter.

But it wasn’t always this way.

But not these guys.
The self-coined “Targheezers,” 

eleven Teton Valley men—including 
Bill Belk (Dr. Bill), age 80, Larry Slotta, 
84, Ken McKenna, 82, Bob Engstrom, 
86, Roland Schuler, 76, Roy Walters, 76, 
Rich Berg, 73, Ben Kempstra, 73, Bill 
Royall, 71, Phil Reed, 68, and Tom Ellis, 
67—have embraced their golden years 
by pursuing their passion for skiing. 
And they don’t do it half-assed. In fact, 
according to their Ski Tracks apps, the 
group’s three ringleaders logged mil-
lions, yes millions, of vertical feet dur-
ing the 2017–2018 snow season. Dr. Bill 
had 1.3 million, Larry Slotta logged 1.4 
million, and Roland Schuler came in at 
1.2 million.

So, the men agreed to let me ski 
with them so I could find out how hard-
core they really are. Maybe we’d chat it 
up in Snorkels for most of the day and 
take a few laid-back laps here or there. 
Oh, no—there was no lollygagging on 
this date! I arrived on time, meeting 

Most people who choose to embark on a ski bum career do it when 
they’re fresh out of high school or college—twenty-something, 
free-spirited, and usually flat broke. They head west or north with 
all their belongings crammed into a car and a debit card attached 
to a meager bank account. Some chase paying jobs in dream lo-
cales, while others get creative about where their next meal or 
housing will come from. But ultimately, the fairytale dream of one- 
hundred-plus days of powder skiing often transforms into a life 
with a real job, possibly 2.3 children, and a mortgage to boot.

Self-described 
“Targheezers” 
are living the 

glory days
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Post-Career Ski Bums
This eclectic group of college pro-

fessors, doctors, lawyers, artists, and 
designers came together from differ-
ent walks of life and different back-
grounds. And, unlike today’s typical ski 
bum, they worked hard at their respec-
tive careers before settling in Teton 
Valley and committing to their passion.

Take Dr. Bill Belk for instance. He’s 
a retired Air Force physician who’s 
lived and traveled in places like San An-
tonio, Texas; Boston, Massachusetts; 
Athens, Greece; Phuket, Thailand; 
and Vietnam. After finishing his Air 
Force duty, Bill took a job in occupa-
tional medicine at INL (Idaho National 
Laboratory) because, “Every time we 
went someplace in our motorhome, 
we would wind up in Yellowstone,” 
he says. Bill recalls stepping off the 
plane in Idaho Falls on route to his job 
interview at INL. “It was snowing big, 
fat, fluffy flakes. It reminded me of my 
childhood growing up in Grand Forks 
[North Dakota].” He took the job at 
INL in 1989 and six years later bought 
a house in Driggs. Once retired, Bill and 
his wife Rae moved up here for good.

Born in Billings, Montana, and 
raised in Cody, Wyoming, Larry Slot-
ta—who holds a PhD in civil engineer-
ing—helped design the world’s largest 
wave tank. As director of the ocean 
engineering program at Oregon State 
University, Larry taught courses in 
flood mechanics and hydraulics. He 

took sabbaticals to Japan, Holland, 
and Australia, and eventually started 
his own engineering consulting firm. In 
1994, he retired for good and took ski-
ing “seriously” as an adult at Mt. Bach-
elor in Bend, Oregon. But after vaca-
tioning in the Tetons, Larry and his life 
partner, Eleanor, built a house in Alta 
in 2008, where he now patiently awaits 
the next winter season. 

Roland Schuler—who members 
say resembles the “closest thing to a 
ski bum”—emigrated from Germany 
at age 19 after a childhood spent fol-
lowing his mountaineer-of-an-uncle up 
and down mountainsides. Educated 
as a chemist, Roland was drafted in 
1966 (“compliments of Uncle Sam”) 
and landed in Washington state where 
he held a job at a sporting goods store 
while in the service. This segued into 
a product manager career at both Ed-
die Bauer and Helly Hansen (back in 
the outdoor industry’s glory days). 
And, in 1992, he started his own outer-
wear company, crafting quality ski and 
work wear for companies like REI, 
West Marine, and Carhartt. His first 
ski safari landed him at Grand Targhee 
in 1998 on New Year’s Eve. “It never 
stopped snowing for ten days. So, we 
never left,” Roland recalls. In 1998, 
he bought land in Teton Valley; one 
month later he designed a home; and 
in 2010, he officially retired and moved 
here full time. 

“We all ski way too 
fast for our age. When 
we look down at our 
apps that show fifty- 
or sixty-mile-an-hour 
speeds, that’s just plain 
stupid.” 
  –Roland Schuler 

“But it feels good! And 
are you going to give 
up everything that 
feels good?”
  –Bill Belk
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On Membership Credentials
“To officially be a ‘Targheezer,’ you 

have to get a colonoscopy performed 
by Dr. Bill at high noon on one of the 
steel tables outside on the [Targhee] 
plaza,” Roland says, chuckling. He ex-
plains that, in all seriousness, Larry’s 
outgoing personality is the key to the 
group’s cohesiveness. “He just links 
onto people,” Roland explains, saying 
that the group really only acquires new 
members when Larry spies a likely cul-
prit in the lift line, grabs their lanyard 
for a quick glimpse at their ski pass, 
and then invites them to ski. The small 
talk that ensues on that chairlift forms 
the initial foundation. And then, if the 
fellow is friendly and can ski, the deal 
is sealed with an 8:45 a.m. rendezvous 
the next morning.

Thanks to Larry’s vivaciousness and 
Bill’s low-key friendliness, the group 
eventually grew to about seven or eight 
members, making it time for a uniform. 
Computer-savvy Larry poured through 
hundreds of logo ideas, finally landing 
on an imitation of the Harley Davidson 
wings meshed with the peaks of the 
Tetons (as seen from the Idaho side, of 
course). Next, Roland used his ski in-
dustry contacts to obtain bright orange 
jackets on a pro deal; and Phil Reed 
sent the logo to a printer for the stick-
ers the men now sport on their helmets.

But really, there is no official mem-
bership needed to obtain a “’Gheezers” 
uniform—a serendipitous meeting at 
the hometown resort, combined with 
a little luck, is all you need to get in. 
“We’re just a bunch of guys skiing to-
gether and enjoying each other’s com-
pany,” Roland says. 

This camaraderie extends beyond 
the slopes to dinner parties and over-
seas trips, as well. Shortly before our 
ski date, Dr. Bill, Roland, Phil, and Rich 
had just returned from a ski trip to the 
Dolomites, where they continued to log 
vertical feet on their respective apps. 
Others travel to Phil’s abode in Hawaii 
during the off-season or when they’ve 

LARRY SLOTTA, 84

ROY WALTERS, 76

BILL BELK (DR. BILL), 80

BOB ENGSTROM, 86RICH BERG, 73

ROLAND SCHULER, 76
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had enough of winter (which rarely 
happens). “We’re not just together for 
the skiing,” explains Rich. “We’re there 
for each other. If someone’s a bit slow, 
we wait. Plus, we really seem to like 
each other.” He thanks the motivated 
organization of Larry and Roland for 
keeping the group on point.

And even when a member leaves 
the group, they’re never really gone. 
When ’Gheezer Jack McClaine passed 
at age 80, the group placed a memorial 
on the large Douglas Fir tree located 
in the crux of the funnel on Chief Joe 
Bowl. “This mob continues to stop at 
Jack’s tree,” explains Roland. “We stop 
and say ‘hello’ to Jack at least once a 
day when we go past.”

Is Eighty the New Twenty?
Don’t let the white hair and knee re-

placements fool you—there’s nothing 
geriatric about this crew. In fact, when 
I emailed Bill Royall for his official 
age, his reply stated, “Thanks for ask-
ing. I’m 71. That’s 17 backwards.” And 
he made sure I knew that he’s logged 
thirty-five seasons with more than one 
hundred days of skiing in each. 

During my encounter with the 
group, I also noticed that most of them 
are more technologically shrewd than 
I am (maybe due to the free time their 
lifestyle allows). And they can ski cir-
cles around a visiting tourist of any age. 
So, I prodded deeper, itching to unlock 
the key to their fountain of youth.

“I wouldn’t say that eighty is the 
new twenty. But I will say that until I 
was sixty-five, I didn’t notice my ability 
starting to wane,” says Dr. Bill. “We cer-
tainly do more than our parents did. But 
to be honest, they didn’t have the op-
portunity—and certainly not the gear.”

“I don’t look at it like that,” explains 
Larry. “First off, the equipment has all 
changed and I have worked every year 
to dismiss my fear. This last year I made 
four dumb mistakes and had small falls. 
Each year, I strive to ski with better 
technique and more deliberation.”

Roland adds, “I agree with Bill. I 

don’t think eighty is the new twenty. 
However, we all ski way too fast for 
our age. When we look down at our 
apps that show fifty- or sixty-mile-an-
hour speeds, that’s just plain stupid.” 
To which Dr. Bill adds, “But it feels 
good! And are you going to give up ev-
erything that feels good?”

All three ringleaders have enjoyed 
watching the ski industry and technol-
ogy change, something they see as a 
blessing rather than a curse. And while 
the long Teton Valley winters—com-
plete with cold temps and lots of snow 
shoveling—would make most retirees 
hang up their gear in search of warmer 
pastures, the ’Gheezers feel there’s no 
better place on Earth. 

Bob Engstrom, 86, claims it’s the 
perfect retirement spot, noting that his 
snow blower makes the maintenance it 
takes to live here “no problem at all.” 
He says the epic days at Targhee are 
the icing on his cake. “Three years ago 
on President’s Day, it snowed twenty-
three-inches overnight and we skied in 
bright sunshine. That was my ultimate 
ski day,” he claims. “But even still, 
we’re here [at Targhee] whether it’s 
snowing or foggy.”

Some of us remember the good ol‘ 
days, when the Bannock lift stopped 
at midway and the tracks filled in 
run after run on a powder day. And 
we all complain and moan now when 
we have to park on the abandoned 
switchback road on a powder day. But 
to these men, the glory days are right 
now—lift lines or not. Sure, the slope-
side cappuccinos are the upside to the 
ever-growing crowds at our sleepy Ma 
and Pa resort. But if you get up early 
enough and ski during the week, you 
just might get a glimpse of how it used 
to be when you first moved here. And, 
if getting front-row parking and first 
tracks doesn’t even come close to your 
reality right now, just look for the guys 
in the orange jackets and know that 
someday you, too, might return to the 
days of your youth … or visit them for 
the first time.  

“Thanks for asking. 
I’m 71. That’s 17 
backwards.”
  –Bill Royall
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“We’re just a bunch of guys skiing together 
and enjoying each other’s company.” 
    –Roland Schuler
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Your Teton Valley Adventure Begins at 

DiscoverTetonValley.com
TETON VALLEY IS A VIBRANT COMMUNITY that 
offers a wide range of shops, restaurants, lodging 
options, events, and services. Enjoy authentic 
western hospitality while exploring the Greater 
Yellowstone Region.
 

Step into the snow globe during your 
winter getaway to the Tetons. Start your 
journey at DiscoverTetonValley.com’s 
community calendar for regional events 
like local craft fairs, seasonal farmers 
markets, live music, and more. You’ll 
find something for everyone to enjoy, 
like the celebrated Driggs Snowscapes 
and adrenaline-packed Pedigree Stage 
Stop dog sled race or nonstop fun 
at Grand Targhee Resort’s powder 
paradise. Whatever you’re looking to 
discover, a wintry wonderland awaits. 

DiscoverTetonValley.com
Grand Targhee Resort

Grand Targhee Resort

Teton Valley Foundation

Grand Targhee Resort



WINTER 2018/2019  magazine   55

Lin
da

 S
wo

pe
/S

wo
pe

Ph
ot

o

Your Teton Valley Adventure Begins at 

DiscoverTetonValley.com
TETON VALLEY IS A VIBRANT COMMUNITY that 
offers a wide range of shops, restaurants, lodging 
options, events, and services. Enjoy authentic 
western hospitality while exploring the Greater 
Yellowstone Region.
 

Step into the snow globe during your 
winter getaway to the Tetons. Start your 
journey at DiscoverTetonValley.com’s 
community calendar for regional events 
like local craft fairs, seasonal farmers 
markets, live music, and more. You’ll 
find something for everyone to enjoy, 
like the celebrated Driggs Snowscapes 
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Grand Targhee Resort
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A fertile place to grow for those 
with the right stuff
BY TOM HALLBERG
PHOTOGRAPHY BY CAMRIN DENGEL

Teton Valley Makers
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Fielding Essensa’s shop is small. Really small.
Workbenches line the walls, laden with grinders and 

saws. A heater hangs in the corner for winter days; tongue-
and-groove paneling makes it feel less like a shed; and a 
small speaker drowns the highway noise. On my first visit, 
Fielding leaned on a workbench while we talked because 
he had given me the only chair.

At less than two hundred square feet, the shop he built 
behind his house may be tiny, but it holds everything he 
needs to run a successful knife-making business. And by 
my second visit, he had a pair of chairs and had stream-
lined the shop so it almost felt roomy.

“I can probably churn out five thousand knives a year 
in here,” he says.

Fielding and his wife Kim are in their second year of 
running TC Cutlery, a high-end kitchen knife company. By 
making a living in his tiny shed, he joins a contingent of 
Teton Valley creatives forging their own paths. From the 
colorful backpacks of Anicca Bags to the graffiti-inspired 
reels of Mondo Fly Fishing, Teton Valley boasts an array 
of locally made products from small businesses that oper-
ate in houses, garages, and studios, and which have found 
their ways to consumers across the country.

Fielding’s is a situation Ralph Mossman and Mary Mul-
laney remember well. The glass blowers run Heron Glass 
from their house, and are perhaps the best known artisans 
in Teton Valley. But it wasn’t always so.

“We came to Driggs from Jackson because our friend 
had an unfinished house that he said we could build a 
glass shop in,” Mary says. “We were there for three years, 
and we couldn’t have started our business any other way.”

She tells me this as we walk around their current shop, 
a two-story building on their property in Driggs. A display 
room sits at the back; forges and annealers line one wall 
of the main workshop; a room at the back holds grinders 
and polishers for finishing products.

Like glass blowers of old, Mary says, they built much 
of the shop’s equipment. Unsurprisingly, glass forges, like 

most other specialized machines that artisans use to cre-
ate their wares, are impossible to come by in Teton Valley.

For a valley that is remote and, at times, inhospitable, 
something about it calls people, like Ralph and Mary, with 
the gumption and courage to strike out on their own. 

“This rugged Rockies environment brings rugged, 
soon-to-be Rockies humans,” says Brian McDermott, ex-
ecutive director of the Teton Regional Economic Coali-
tion. “With that comes people who have a physical and 
mental aesthetic about them.”

The proliferation of entrepreneurs in Teton Valley 
could be framed, as McDermott says, as a continuation 
of the pioneer values that epitomized Western settlers. 
Self-reliance, toughness, and acceptance of risk are cru-
cial factors in starting a business, but they alone don’t 
explain it.

Westerners willing to endure hardships settled plenty 
of other places, but not all those towns boast thriving 
“maker” communities. Like the answers to many compli-
cated questions, what sets Teton Valley apart from other 
small towns may be simple: People want to live here, and 
the activities they move here for—backcountry skiing, 
mountaineering, backpacking—require a self-confidence 
that translates well to self-employment.

“I came for Targhee and stayed for the fly-fishing,” says 
Taylor Barlow, Mondo’s owner. “Mondo is here because I 
knew I wanted to live here.”

That logic, echoed by the owners of Sego Skis—which 
is currently located in Victor with plans to move to a new 
Driggs factory at the start of the new year—jibes with 
Brian’s theory. People don’t move to Teton Valley because 
they have to. It is so remote that jobs rarely pull them 
here; instead they are drawn here by idyllic surroundings, 
ample recreation opportunities, tight-knit communities, 
and values endemic to Teton Valley.

“We ended up here for the community and the access 
to recreation,” says Tim Wells, the CEO of Sego. “That was 
one of the driving factors.”

Fielding Essensa, owner of 
TC Cutlery, crafts high-end 
kitchen knives in his Victor 
workshop and sells them 
to enthusiasts across the 
country.
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“A good knife is 
something you want 
to hold in your hand. 
You can’t get that 
through a picture.”
   –Fielding Essensa



CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT 
SEGO: A technician sharpens 
edges; skis in their final stage 
of production; ANICCA: A hand-
sewn, custom bag, ready for a 
happy customer; owner Jeremy 
Holmstead works in his shop 
cutting leather.
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“A good knife is something you want to hold in your 
hand,” he says. “You can’t get that through a picture. You 
want to see how it cuts, how it feels.”

Similarly, Taylor has been spending time on the road 
to put his rods and reels in people’s hands. The beauty of 
producing recreational equipment is that the best way to 
promote it is to spend time in the woods, or on the water 
in Taylor’s case.

“The central focus of Mondo is building a grassroots 
following, going out and fishing and being as inclusive 
as possible,” he says. “I traveled around for three weeks 
this spring, going to towns in Wyoming and Colorado. I 
brought my raft, and kids were like, ‘Let’s go fishing.’ Peo-
ple were stoked to show someone ‘their’ water.”

Taylor’s company is run out of his garage, so he can 
pack boxes of gear in a truck and go. But for a company 
like Sego, whose products are large and retail market is 
expansive, putting skis on people’s feet can be a process.

“We did sixty-plus on-snow demos last winter, from 
Canada to Europe and the U.S.,” Tim says.

The cost of all that travel can add up quickly for a small 
company like Sego, but Tim says it pays off. It could take 
twelve to fifteen impressions of a pair of skis—whether 
that is someone holding them in a store or trying them 
on snow—for a customer to commit to buying, so giving 
them free trials is crucial.

It seems to be working.
When Tim gave me a tour of the Sego factory this sum-

mer, the assembly line was humming. Each part of the 
process is done by hand, so it takes several employees to 
build a pair of skis. One employee assembled the layers, 
clamping together cores and topsheets, before another 
ran them through a saw to shape them.

Companies like TC Cutlery or Sego could move in a 
heartbeat to Salt Lake City and likely find easier access to 
suppliers, customers, and retailers. But if the reason they 
stay is simply because they have found the place they want 
to live and are willing to do whatever it takes to make it, 
the interesting question becomes how. How do they make 
it? What decides whether a business is successful?

Hard work is the short answer. And a little help.
Take Jeremy Holmstead, the founder of Anicca Bags, 

at the end of July at the Mountain Mamas craft fair in 
Stanley, Idaho. He stood under a pop-up tent, with a group 
of friends and family greeting customers in heat that 
stretched into the nineties.

Because of the valley’s small population, craft fairs 
and trade shows are a huge part of most Teton Valley man-
ufacturers’ models. Jeremy was in the middle of the sum-
mer grind, churning out bags that sell well at street fairs.

When he started Anicca, he made mostly custom back-
packs as orders trickled in. But fanny packs and clutches 
filled his pop-up tent at Mountain Mamas.

“People really like these small things,” he says. “And 
we can make a lot of them quickly.”

The difficulties of finding an audience are not unique 
to rural businesses, but being four hours from the closest 
major city presents challenges, especially in niche mar-
kets. When Ralph and Mary started Heron Glass in the 
1980s, there was little local interest in blown glass. So, 
rather than moving, they set out to find customers.

“What we did back then was go to trade shows and sell 
wholesale to galleries,” Mary says. “All the galleries would 
come and place their orders, and we would come back, fill 
the calendar, and work for the next year to ship them out.”

Fielding is currently in the throes of trade shows. 
When I last visited his backyard shop, he was filling orders 
and readying himself to pack bags of knives onto a plane 
to Florida. Through his website and word of mouth he had 
made some contacts in high-end kitchen stores—his tar-
get market—in a few places, but trade shows are the best 
place for potential stores to see his knives up close.

RIGHT Taylor Barlow, owner of 
Mondo Fly Fishing, hits the road 
to reach potential customers, 
often taking them fishing. BELOW 
A fisherman puts Mondo Fly 
Fishing’s graffiti-decorated reels 
to work.

The central focus of Mondo is 
building a grassroots following, 
going out and fishing and 
being as inclusive as possible.  
    –Taylor Barlow
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Tim Wells’ brother, Peter, the master ski maker, took 
the cut products and ran them through a press, slathering 
them with epoxy so the layers would eventually adhere. 
Peter built or modified much of the company’s equipment, 
including the epoxy station and press.

“It’s not like we can just go to a fabricator and tell him 
to make us a ski press,” Peter says.

In the main warehouse, stacks of finished skis sat, 
sidewalls and edges installed, ready for Sego’s ski tech 
to sharpen the edges before another employee packaged 
them.

“We’ve pretty much doubled production each year our 
first few years,” Tim says.

That kind of growth may one day help Sego reach the 
level every business aspires to: where name recognition 
and a quality product mean they can spend more time 
developing and making products, and have faith custom-
ers will buy them. That’s the level Ralph and Mary have 
reached after their decades in glass blowing.

On my tour of their studio, they were compiling a raft 
of products—some custom orders, a bevy of small piec-
es for a wedding, and several pieces Mary made simply 
because she wanted to. Ralph stood at a grinder the en-
tire time cutting facets (small flat spots) into glass bulbs, 
while Mary walked me through the display room.

Assembled on pedestals were many of her creations, 
large pieces, vase-size or bigger, with intricate designs 
etched into them. She blows the pieces, then uses a sand-
blaster to create the designs, a process she says she loves 
and is happy to have the time to dedicate herself to.

“Our focus is the high-end pieces, custom orders, and 
then whatever we feel like making,” Mary says. “We al-
ways sell when we make pieces that feel important to us.”

From Anicca spending a hot weekend at the Mountain 
Mamas craft fair to the river miles Taylor puts in with cus-
tomers on a drift boat and the trade shows Fielding takes 
his knives to, the goal of all these companies is the same: 
To do what they love and what matters to them, and find 
people that want to support their businesses.

Mary has traveled the arc from hardscrabble artist to 
successful business owner. It’s clear there is no magic pill 
to reach that level, but for those with the courage to strike 
out on their own, Teton Valley is a fertile area.

“I see it as a place of opportunity,” Mary says. “You 
want to be the first person to do something here? You 
can.” 

LEFT Husband and wife Ralph 
Mossman and Mary Mullaney of Heron 
Glass create colorful glass artwork in 
their Driggs studio and display it in 
an attached gallery. With a focus on 
high-end, custom pieces, Mary says 
they seem to always sell the pieces 
that feel important to them.
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Steve Horn
Original Designs & Custom

Since 1995 Horn Mountain Living

Home Furnishings - Sculpture - Art - Gifts
Wood - Iron - Stone - Plaster

COLLECTORS IN 50 STATES & 11 COUNTRIES

208-456-2719

Main St. Tetonia stevehorn.com

idaho  
Fertility 
Center

Deirdre A. Conway, MD

comprehensive diagnosis 
individualized treatments 

top IVF success rates 
affordable cost 

compassionate care

   208.529.2019         idaho falls        www.idahofertility.com     

DEIRDRE A. CONWAY, MD JASON D. PARKER, DO



Yurt Life  

Chasing solitude and powder 
from a ger never gets old  

BY MOLLY ABSOLON
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The smell of coffee broke through 
my sleep. I snuggled deeper into my 
sleeping bag, listening to the sounds of 
the yurt coming to life. Cots creaked as 
people roused. Wood crackled in the 
stove, warming us in our cocoons and 
heating our space up for the morning. 
Victor resident Kate Koons stood in 
the kitchen, getting breakfast started. 
Overhead, our boot liners marched in 
formation around the rafters, while 
climbing skins hung like streamers 
from hangers next to coats, pants, and 
long underwear, all drying out for an-
other day in the snow. 

Yurt life. It’s about skiing fresh 
powder. It’s about hanging out with 
friends. It’s about sunsets and sunris-
es, alpenglow, surface hoar glittering 
like diamonds in meadows, and trees 
weighed down by huge mushrooms of 
snow. It’s about listening to the wind 
howl outside while cuddled up inside 
with a book and hot toddy. It’s about 
eating good food, maybe some party-
ing, definitely games and laughter. It’s 
about being in the mountains, away 
from cell phone coverage with noth-
ing to do but ski, eat, hang out, laugh, 
sleep, and repeat.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP A snowy 
spring morning at the Teton Canyon 
yurt; guide Nick Miller finishes 
yurt chores; Barbara Zimmer (left), 
Pauline Elliot (left in back), Brooke 
Saindon (front), and Heidi Blischke 
(far right) enjoy a post-run lunch 
break; Heidi is all smiles in fresh 
snow; Heidi, Barbara, and Pauline 
get dressed for the day’s adventures 
in the yurt; Michael Sanchez preps 
to enjoy the snow.
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“The people are what make yurt 
trips special for me,” says Dave Yacu-
bian. Dave makes a pilgrimage to Teton 
Valley from San Francisco every year 
for his mountain fix. “It’s great to have 
good snow conditions, but if you are 
not with people you want to hang with 
in close quarters, then it can probably 
make it tough. That has never been the 
case for me because we only invite fun 
people on our trips. 

“My favorite memory is laughing re-
ally hard over a game or during a good 
meal,” Dave says. “I like Baldy best, 
but don’t tell anyone that. Actually, 
they are all terrible. No one should go 
to them.” 

He laughs.
“But Baldy has great views and ski 

terrain,” he says.
The yurts Dave is talking about lie 

just outside the wilderness boundary 
on the west slopes of the Teton Range. 
There are four of them—Baldy Knoll, 
Commissary Ridge, Plummer, and 
Teton Canyon—owned by Diane and 
Jeff Jung’s Teton Backcountry Guides. 
They are open from late fall until ear-

ly spring. A fifth yurt on private land 
near Rammell Mountain is used only 
in the summer. The mountain yurts 
are roughly four miles from plowed 
roads and take a few hours to ski to. 
Once they arrive, guests have access 
to acres and acres of pristine terrain to 
ski and explore. 

“Our favorite thing about being 
up at the yurts is the submersion that 
you can really enjoy by spending a 
night out in the mountains,” Diane 
says. “The yurts allow you to be out 
all day—and enjoy the night—whether 
it’s a full moon or a star-filled sky or 
a raging storm. You really experience 
solitude and tranquility up there when 
you have time.”

A yurt—or ger as they are called 
in Mongolia—is a portable, round tent 
made of skins or felt that was tradi-
tionally used as a dwelling by nomads 
on the steppes of Central Asia. In the 
Tetons, the materials for yurt construc-
tion have changed, but the principle 

remains the same. Teton Backcountry 
Guides’ yurts are twenty feet in diam-
eter and sleep up to eight. They include 
a full kitchen set up with a propane 
cookstove, as well as a woodstove for 
heating the interior and melting snow 
for water. An outdoor latrine serves as 
the bathroom. As far as the yurts’ por-
tability goes, the Jungs and their team 
set them up each fall and dismantle 
them again in the spring—although 
“portable” is not exactly the best de-
scription, because that process takes 
many people many hours to complete. 

On that morning in the yurt last 
winter, I rolled out of bed, put on my 
slippers, and snuck outside to visit the 
latrine. The rising sun was just light-
ing up the surrounding snow-covered 
meadows, warming them from deep 
blue to purple as the day began. We’d 
had a dusting of new snow overnight, 
and our skis wore white whiskers 
where snow clung to their surface. 

“Our favorite thing about 
being up at the yurts is the 
submersion that you can 
really enjoy by spending a 
night out in the mountains.”  
   -Diane Jung
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Skin tracks radiated off from our 
domed home toward slopes, some of 
which we’d painted with tracks the day 
before, while others we planned to hit 
that morning. 

Our group of eight had rented the 
Baldy Knoll yurt for three nights. It was 
our third year gathering together for a 
mountain retreat in the Tetons. We came 
from Teton Valley, Jackson, California, 
and New Jersey. We ranged from expert 
skiers to relative newbies who’d never 
traveled on skis in the backcountry be-
fore. Baldy was perfect for our array 
of skills and desires. The surrounding 
landscape ranged from low-angle aspen 
glades to steep avalanche paths that 
provide excellent skiing for advanced 
riders when conditions are stable. In 
between those extremes you find open 
bowls, tree skiing, and some peaks to 
climb if you are so inclined. Our group 
was on a DIY trip, but Teton Backcoun-
try Guides offers fully catered, guided 
excursions as well.

“We have a 50/50 mix of clients,” 
Jeff says. “Locals and non-locals. … 
Most of our guided clients come from 
other areas or are new to [the area] 
and want to improve their backcoun-
try skills. They are looking to have a 
true vacation where they don’t have to 
worry about logistics, food, snowpack 
stability, etcetera. They just show up 
and ski, ski, ski, while we take care of 
the details.”

In many ways that experience 
hasn’t changed since Carole Lowe and 
Glenn Vitucci put the first yurt in place 
in 1987. The Jungs bought the busi-
ness, originally called Rendezvous Ski 
Tours, from Carole and Glenn in 2000. 
Like today’s clients, Carole and Glenn’s 
early guests were looking for an adven-
ture. They wanted more elbow room, 
more terrain, solitude, and virgin snow. 

LEFT Alex Larson, skiing powder 
on Commissary Ridge. RIGHT 
The Commissary Ridge Yurt on 
a snowy January day.

“In those days it didn’t take 
much to keep us happy. We had 
such skinnier skis, [slopes of] 
twenty to twenty-five degrees 
felt steep.”   
   –Carole Lowe
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“In those days it didn’t take much to 
keep us happy,” Carole says. “We had 
such skinnier skis, [slopes of] twenty 
to twenty-five degrees felt steep.” 

Those skinny skis, coupled with 
floppy leather boots and the technical 
difficulty of the telemark turn, made 
skiing challenging back in the late 
eighties and early nineties, which kept 
a lot of people out of the backcountry. 
But there were definitely a few stal-
wart individuals intrigued by the allure 
of fresh snow and a mountain retreat. 
These folks, some of whom became 
regulars, helped Carole and Glenn’s 
business stay afloat. 

“We figured if we didn’t have any 
business, at least we had a yurt in the 
mountains,” Glenn says. “We had a lot 
of fun trips with friends when there 
weren’t any bookings.”

In October 1992, the enterprise got 
a big plug in an article by celebrated 
ski writer Peter Shelton, about being 
guided by Glenn on an epic traverse of 
the Tetons from Victor to Jackson with 
a night at Baldy Knoll. The story went 
national, appearing in papers from Mi-
ami to New York to Houston, San Fran-
cisco, and beyond. Suddenly Glenn 
and Carole’s phone started ringing.

“The article didn’t really boost 
business because it terrified people,” 
Carole says. Glenn’s team had a bit of 
an epic descent from Granite Canyon, 
where avalanche debris and a client 
who was in over his head slowed their 
progress to a crawl. The trio finally 
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made it to Teton Village close to mid-
night, hours later than planned.

“People called because they want-
ed to talk about our lifestyle. They 
couldn’t believe what we were doing,” 
Carole says. “But word did gradually 
begin to spread.”

Today the business is booming, es-
pecially the DIY option where an expe-
rienced team rents the yurt and does 
all its own cooking, guiding, and ava-
lanche assessment. 

“Everyone is looking for untracked 
powder,” Diane says. “It’s addictive. 
Plus, solitude, sunrises and sunsets, 
wind raging outside while you are 
snuggled in your bunk, big blank can-
vasses of white waiting for you to 
carve your tracks, vistas—all this you 
share with your friends. Yurt trips are 
like going camping with friends but in 
the winter. It’s a lot of fun.”

“I went on my first yurt trip back 
in 2009,” says Kate Koons, who now 
guides for Teton Backcountry Guides. 
“I had never been to a yurt. To experi-
ence the backcountry and yurt life in 
my backyard was, and still is, a magical 
experience. 

“I look forward to each trip no 
matter who I am with,” she says. “The 
quiet, beauty, and simplicity of yurt life 
never gets old.” 

FAR LEFT Kate Koons, a guide 
for Teton Backcountry Guides, 
explains the importance of 
digging a snow pit while 
recreating in the backcountry.
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BY KATE HULL
PHOTOGRAPHY BY CODY DOWNARD

Teton Science Schools’ 
Wildlife Expedition

Connecting to the Wild 
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For the next eight hours, we would 
take a wintry cruise through the public 
lands adjacent to the town of Jackson, 
searching for and learning about wild-
life and their habitats. 

Sarah is one of three senior guides 
for Teton Science Schools (TSS), an or-
ganization in northwest Wyoming and 
Idaho comprising seven program areas 
that share a common vision of educa-
tion. These include the project-based, 
independent Teton Valley Community 
School located in Victor. My eight-hour 
journey, called the Wildlife Discovery 
Tour, is part of the TSS Wildlife Expedi-
tions arm, the oldest eco-tour company 
in the region. 

It was an idyllic day, perfect for 
wildlife and nature enthusiasts alike. 
The trip is memorable no matter the en-
counters—the scenery is grandiose and 
the guides are incredibly knowledge-
able—but on this particular day, the 
wildlife put on quite the show. 

Teton County, Wyoming, has the 
largest percentage of federally owned or 
state-managed lands of any county in the 
Lower 48—nearly 2.6 million acres, or 97 
percent of the land. The opportunities 
to view wildlife and learn about the sur-
rounding ecosystems are abundant. 

We filled up our thermoses with 
complimentary tea or coffee and loaded 
up in TSS’ customized, safari-style ve-
hicle, complete with roof hatches for 
easy wildlife observing, and headed 
out to search for whatever wildlife we 
might find. Sarah set the tone of the day 
with her unmistakable passion for and 
knowledge of animals, the region, and 
educating others. 

Originally from a not-so-wild New 
York City suburb in Connecticut, Sarah 
got her start in leading naturalist excur-
sions while running a nature center in 
South Carolina. A job with AmeriCorps 

Last winter on a chilly day in early February, the valley floor wouldn’t 
lead anyone passing through to suspect the snowfall that season had 
been particularly notable. Tall grass peaked from under a layer of fad-
ing snow cover. Powder lovers would beg to differ, as the mountains did 
see big snowfall. But standing outside the Home Ranch Welcome Center 
just north of Town Square in Jackson Hole, spring appeared to be right 
around the corner. There, I met senior wildlife guide Sarah Ernst. 

led her to Wyoming. The immensity of 
its public lands pulled her to stay. Nine 
years later, she leads TSS’ dozen or so 
programs that range from a half-day trip 
through Grand Teton National Park to a 
three-day intensive wolf and bear watch-
ing expedition in the Lamar and Hayden 
Valleys of Yellowstone National Park. 

“The biggest thing I love about the 
West is its public lands,” she says. “We 
have the last intact ecosystem in the 
country. In most places they are missing 
a species, and we are not. That’s one big 
thing that makes it so incredibly special.”

We headed north on U.S. Highway 
191 and turned right on Gros Ventre Road 
toward Kelly, where the Kelly Campus of 
TSS, the school’s original facility, is locat-
ed. Not a half mile into the journey, we 
spotted a coyote apparently toying with 
the idea of swimming across the frigid 
river waters. Sarah pulled over the van 
and lifted the roof hatches. We peered 
through binoculars and watched as the 
stealthy hunter slowly tested the waters, 
then leapt in for a swim across. While we 
looked on, Sarah shared stories and an-
ecdotes about the native canine. 

“We can see whatever we want on [a computer] 
screen at any given time, but our souls are 
desperate for an authentic connection with the 
world around us.” Sarah Ernst Teton Science Schools

ABOVE Teton Science Schools’ senior wildlife guide Sarah Ernst and Kate Hull peer 
through binoculars as bison graze in the distance during the Wildlife Discover Tour. 
LEFT A wolf gaits through the sagebrush after a nearby feeding. 
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“Part of the job is getting people ex-
cited and encouraging them to dig a bit 
deeper to understand the difference be-
tween looking at an animal and seeing 
an animal,” she says. “The more time you 
spend with an animal, the more you learn.” 

Time traveling on the road was 
short lived, as we soon pulled over to 
view six large moose huddled in a field, 
with a solo bison nearby. An unlikely 
sight, Sarah explained. We watched as 
the moose grazed on shrubbery pop-
ping up through the snow for a perhaps 
unexpected mid-winter snack. 

Our trek continued to the Kelly Cam-
pus, where TSS houses a graduate stu-
dent program and the Murie Museum. 
Views of the Gros Ventre Mountains, the 
Snake River corridor, and surrounding 
sage flats are plentiful from the campus, 
which is dotted with log cabins. We chat-
ted about the facilities, grabbed a grano-
la bar, refueled on coffee, and continued. 

After another brief drive, Sarah 
pulled over as her radio started to make 
crackling sounds. Teton Science School 
is a member of the Yellowstone Wolf 
Project, a group that studies the wolf 
population in the national parks. That’s 
what the radio noise was about. 

“We are Unit 99,” Sarah says. “We 
can call in wolf sightings to a network 
of volunteers who keep track of the Yel-
lowstone packs.” The information com-
ing over the radio was fuzzy, but a near-
by tour seemed to be seeing what Sarah 
had an inkling was just up ahead. We 
pulled over to a safe spot off the road, 
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opened up the roof hatches, and wait-
ed. Not fifty yards away, two powerful 
looking wolves raced through the snow. 
One stopped and stared toward the van. 
Through binoculars, we could see her 
red snout, blood-stained from a recent 
feeding. Sarah’s enthusiasm was infec-
tious, and shared by the other viewers. 
It was a spectacular moment. After a 
few minutes that felt much longer than 
that, the wolves disappeared into the 
distance. Though the time hadn’t even 
reached noon, our day already felt full.  

“I love the wildlife and the ecosys-
tems, and I love sharing it with other 
people,” Sarah says. “You could be in 
downtown Manhattan and watch a per-
egrine falcon take a pigeon. You just 
have to look for it. I want to help people 
catch onto the beauty around them.”

The day continued with a compli-
mentary lunch, fox sightings, a hawk 
viewing, and mile after mile of gorgeous 
landscapes. 

“We can see whatever we want on [a 
computer] screen at any given time, but 
our souls are desperate for an authentic 
connection with the world around us,” 
Sarah says. 

After a cruise through Grand Teton 
National Park and the National Elk Ref-
uge, we made our way back to town, 
armed with troves of new information 
and a greater appreciation for our sur-
rounding wildlands. For one exciting 
day, Teton Science Schools’ Wildlife Ex-
peditions gave us that deeper, authentic 
connection to the wild. 

ABOVE A bull moose enjoys an unexpected snack on 
brush poking through the dwindling snowpack.  
LEFT Sarah Ernst got her start leading naturalist 
excursions in South Carolina. After an AmeriCorps 
job in Wyoming, the vast public lands beckoned her 
to stay.
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Dreaming of a snow break? Somewhere warm—Arizona perhaps? 0r 
a place with palm trees, surf, and sand—Southern California or Key 
West, maybe? What about southern coastal Texas? It offers all of the 
above, and Mariachi music, too, without the need for a passport.

BY EARLE F. LAYSERA very ‘birdy’ place 
in Texas

Padre Island 
National Seashore
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I’m not a travel agent, just tossing out 
an idea. This part of the Lone Star State 
is a comparatively undeveloped desti-
nation. In midwinter, at the seashore, 
windswept dunes and empty beaches 
go on for miles. You can drive on the 
remarkably clean intertidal quartz and 
shell sand beaches for ninety miles or 
more (the beaches are declared legal 

public highways—four-wheel or all-
wheel drive advised) and camp seaside 
in the dunes (no services or potable wa-
ter available).

I’m referring to North Padre Island 
and Padre Island National Seashore. 
Administered by the National Park 
Service, the seashore was legislatively 
designated during the environmentally 
conscious 1960s. An enclave within an 
otherwise developed coastline, ninety 
miles of pristine coastal zone make up 
the longest undeveloped stretch of bar-
rier island remaining in the world. An-
other thirty miles of attractive public 
beaches lie immediately north of the 
seashore, maintained by adjacent coun-
ties. Locals refer to this part of Texas as 
“the Island.” 

LEFT  South Texas’ Padre Island National 
Seashore encompasses the largest 
undeveloped stretch of barrier island 
remaining in the world. 

Parading up and 
down the seashore’s 
intertidal beach 
strand, viewable at 
close range, is a 
congregation of 
wintering shorebirds.

Beachcombing, saltwater fishing, 
birding, and exploring natural areas are 
some of the laid-back activities readily 
available. It’s probably the only place 
where you’ll find ghost crabs, deer, and 
coyotes together on a beach. It is flat 
and at sea level, so if you need an an-
aerobic fix, you can cycle or run on the 
beach strand at low tide, or sea kayak 
and windsurf on the 130-mile-long Lagu-
na Madre (the Mother Lagoon), a large 
lake-like saline waterway behind and 
paralleling the barrier island. 

Sure, golf and tennis are nearby, too. 
Nightlife? Umm, minimal, sorry. Mid-
winter there’s generally way more surf 
fishermen than bikinis. Scuttlebutt’s 
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restaurant serves great seafood and 
the Texas staple Lone Star and Shiner 
beers; likewise the Angry Marlin res-
taurant. But if you want to pub trawl, 
you must backtrack about twenty miles 
across the Laguna Madre JFK Cause-
way to the mainland and metropolitan 
Corpus Christi (“body of Christ”). 

It’s probably best to avoid the Is-
land in March during college spring 
break. Like everywhere else, the num-
ber of people seems to be growing here 
in recent years, even during the other 
months. The close-in beaches are be-
coming less “empty,” particularly on 
nice weather weekends, those mid- 
winter sunny 75- to 80-degree days! It 
can, however, be miserably windy and 
cold if a “northerner” blows in—bring-
ing the kind of weather that “stuns” the 
sea turtles, requiring that the beached 
and immobilized ones be rescued. A 
host of volunteers are signed up and 
always on call to rescue hypothermic 
turtles when necessary.    

In August 2017, Hurricane Harvey 
swerved north just before reaching Pa-
dre Island. The Island escaped the di-
rect storm path and severe damage. But 
destruction north of Padre Island, such 
as at Rockport, was horrendous. 
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LEFT  Padre Island Nation Seashore has 
been designated a “globally important 
area” for birds. A trip might uncover 
a rare aplomado falcon or the iconic 
whooping crane. 
ABOVE The beaches along Padre Island 
National Seashore are declared legal 
public highways—four-wheel or all-
wheel drive advised. 

At the national seashore, the beach 
dunes—sewed together and stabilized 
by plants such as “beach rope” (Ipo-
moea pes-capre) and fibrous-rooted 
grasses (Andropogon spp.)—resisted 
Harvey’s 130-mile-per-hour winds and 
storm surge. The worst seems to have 
been the deposition of flotsam—the 
plastic bottle scourge. The Park Service 
hands out free trash bags, encouraging 
visitors to pick up litter. There are even 
organized events, such as the Big Shell 
Beach Clean-Up, held every February. 
In 2018, more than seven hundred par-
ticipants removed an astonishing thirty 
tons of trash.    

Designated a “globally important 
area” for birds, the Island can be a very 
birdy place. In April, the Corpus Christi 
Nature Center holds what they promote 
as The Birdiest Festival in America. 
You can spot black-necked stilts, white 
ibises, and spoonbills along roadside 
salt marshes; but, generally, some of the 
best birding is at the national seashore. 
Other nearby protected natural areas 
include state and community parks and 
the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge.  

The Park Service leads free bird-
ing trips twice daily at the national 
seashore. At appropriately named Bird 
Island Basin, for example, you’ll have a 
good chance to see a trio of rare rap-
tors: the aplomado falcon, peregrine 
falcon, and white-tail hawk. Placed on 
the Endangered Species List in 1986, 
aplomado falcons are very rare, but it’s 
possible to observe them in the wild on 
the park’s birding trips. (Our tour did.) P
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ABOVE  Goose Island is home to the second 
largest costal oak in existence, known as 
Big Tree, a two-thousand-year-old live oak 
with a trunk circumference of forty-four feet.  

Parading up and down the sea-
shore’s intertidal beach strand, view-
able at close range, is a congregation of 
wintering shorebirds. You don’t have to 
be an expert ornithologist to enjoy and 
identify (and photograph) brown peli-
cans, great blue herons, cormorants, 
long-billed curlews (a summer resi-
dent in Jackson Hole and Teton Valley 
wetlands), white egrets, glaucous and 
laughing gulls, American oyster catch-
ers, sanderlings, common and royal 
terns, ruddy turnstones, willets, and 
many more. The sanderlings racing 
along the water’s edge are the signature 
seashore bird. The occasional fierce-
looking caracara may be spotted in the 
dunes, as well.  

My rarest sighting, and close up, 
was a brown booby! Years ago, I had 
seen blue-footed boobies in the Galapa-
gos Islands, so I recognized the similar- 
looking big sea bird as a booby. I only 
needed to identify which variety. 
(Wouldn’t you know it, that morning I 
had left my camera at home.) 

It’s a one-hundred-mile day trip from 
Padre Island north to the 115,000-acre 
Aransas National Wildlife Refuge, where 
you can pay homage to the famous win-
tering whooping cranes. First, you must 
cross the Port Aransas ship channel via 
the free vehicle ferry, then travel north 
along the waterways, salt water marsh-
es, and flats. You’ll pass such places as 
the Leonabelle Turnbull Birding Center, 
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LINN CANYON RANCH
A Classic Taste of the West 

Elegant Sleigh Ride Dinners
Holiday Parties • Private Events • Winter Activities

(208) 787-5466  •  1300 E 6000 S, Victor, ID 83455
linnranch@silverstar.com  •  linncanyonranch.com

Catherine Coe Photography

Linn Canyon Ranch

Teton Valley, ID  |  208-787-2453  |  Jackson Hole, WY  |  307-201-5453
@FitzgeraldsBicycles  |  FitzgeraldsBicycles.com 

What do you 
do when it’s 

not a 
Powder Day?

FAT BIKE 
Experts of the 

Tetons

Teton Springs

INDULGE · PAMPER · RELAX · HEAL
Teton Valley’s Premier Spa and Salon

Services Include:
· Hair
· Nails 
· Massage
· Facials
· Microdermabrasion
· Waxing
· Eucalyptus steam rooms
· Zen relaxation room

Call to book your next appointment
208-787-7250

Mention “Teton Valley Magazine” and receive a 10% discount 
off your next appointment. Certain restrictions apply.

Mustang Island State Park, Wetland 
Park at Port Aransas, and Goose  
Island State Park at Rockport. The state 
has designated this route as part of The 
Great Texas Coastal Birding Trail.  

Prior to the devastation wrought 
by Hurrican Harvey, these attrac-
tions featured birding platforms and 
boardwalks, and commercial, as well 
as free, guided tours. The marshes are 
still there, and the commercial tours, 
too, but most of the structures van-
ished. The detritus left in the wake 
of the storm is epic. I couldn’t help 
wondering where the twelve-foot alli-
gators, feral hogs, and snakes we had 
to dodge on the trails in the national 
wildlife refuge the previous year had 
ended up. 

In storm-devastated Rockport, we 
met up with an expatriate Jackson Hole 
friend. She arranged for us to visit pho-
tographer Sally Mitchell’s Wind Way 
Gallery. Sally specializes in photograph-
ing cranes and other coastal birds, and 
her images are exquisite. She gave us 
tips on where and how to spot whoop-
ing cranes and told us about Crane 
House Retreat, a privately owned na-
ture preserve and rental facility adjoin-
ing the national wildlife refuge.   

The iconic whooping crane was on 
the edge of extinction in the 1940s; at 
one point, only fifteen of North Amer-
ica’s tallest bird remained. The Aran-
sas population today numbers about 
three hundred. On our previous visit a 
year earlier, we observed a half-dozen 
whooping cranes at Goose Island State 
Park; this time, we saw only sandhill 
cranes at Goose Lake—no whoopers. 

I wanted to see if the roughly two-
thousand-year-old live oak at Goose Is-
land State Park known as “Big Tree” had 
survived the storm. The second largest 
coastal oak in existence, with a crown 
spread of ninety feet and trunk circum-
ference of forty-four feet, it thankfully 
was still totally intact. How many storms 
has that huge sprawling tree somehow 
survived over the centuries?

As we drove back toward North 
Padre Island past the storm wreckage 
and roadside debris, we wondered how 
migrating birds manage to survive the 
post-modern world and such natural di-
sasters as Hurricane Harvey. It is really 
astounding, and it makes one appreci-
ate the resilience of nature. 
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My goal was sort of simple: spend 
twenty-one days running eight 
hundred kilometers, or nearly 
five hundred miles, along Spain’s 
famed Camino de Santiago. Years 
earlier, I read about a crazy guy 
who attempted about eighty kilo-
meters per day, but he ended up 
straining something, halting his 
journey. It sounded intriguing. 
Then I saw a poster of a gravel 
road lined by trees with the words, 
‘I will, just watch me.’ For what-
ever reason, that was all I needed. 

Jogging and journaling through 
Spain’s Camino de Santiago
WORDS AND ART BY MEGHAN HANSON

Walk This Way
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I have traveled a lot internationally, 
but I had never traveled by myself. As 
part of my ‘I can do anything on my 
own’ mantra, this bothered me—and I 
wouldn’t let it hold me back. I started 
researching the Camino.

The history of this path, known in 
English as “The Way of St. James,” is 
fascinating. Originating as a religious 
pilgrimage, it now attracts people of 
all ages for a variety of reasons, from 
spiritual to physical to social. Starting 
in the ninth century, thousands traveled 
to the shrine of St. James in Santiago, 
a small town on Spain’s northwestern 
coast. The Camino pilgrims were some-
times called “peregrines,” a type of bird 
seen on the trail. It was one of the four 
great Christian pilgrimages: Jerusalem, 

dirt trails, gravel roads, and paved paths. 
Back to the eighty kilometers per 

day: I love trail running—or well, maybe 
trail shuffling? But as another mantra, 
‘start slow and taper’ hints, I probably 
wasn’t going to do that distance each 
day. I wanted to achieve a balance of be-
ing able to jog along for hours at a time, 
while also walking when I met someone 
interesting, sitting or drinking a beer 
when I felt like it, having a few layover 
days, and, most important to me, sketch-
ing in my journal. I also wanted to travel 
as lightly as possible. Nothing is more 
annoying than hauling a bouncing pack 
for hours on end. While I wasn’t travel-
ing the Camino for religious reasons, I 
wanted time to absorb the experience 
without feeling weighed down.

Rome, Canterbury, and Santiago. It’s 
the only one that still exists largely in 
its original form, with several routes. 
Although travel on the Camino declined 
for centuries, and some of its walkways 
came close to disappearing, its popular-
ity was resurrected in the nineteenth 
century. Today, thousands of people 
walk it each year.

The Camino is a hodgepodge of 
trails, with different routes, starting 
points, and pass throughs. All that was 
clear to me was the ending: the Cathe-
dral of Santiago de Compostela. I ulti-
mately chose the Camino Francés, or 
French Way, the best known route, used 
by 60 percent of modern walkers. It 
starts at the base of France’s Pyrenees 
Mountains and heads west over a mix of 

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT Cover of the journal; Villafranca del Bierzo 
town scene; corner of Casa de los Botines by Antoni Gaudi in 
Leon, Spain; Basilica de San Isidoro, Leon, Spain; the Santiago 
Cathedral, ending point of the Camino, seen from outside with a beer 
under a patio umbrella; unknown travelers, outside of Castrojeriz, 
a historic town where I stayed along the way; and the Pilgrims’ 
Monument, Alto del Peron, on the side of the single track trail at the 
mountain pass near Pamplona.
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questioning my assumptions. My pack 
looked more like the top attachment of 
most folks’ much bulkier set-ups. 

After spending the night in a house 
that reeked of cats with a French host-
ess who told me I would never make it, 
I set out at daybreak. I guess I’m not re-
ally sure what I expected, but the first 
day brought unanticipated sights and 
sounds: masses of people, trash and hu-
man waste lining the trail, iPhones blar-
ing music. This definitely was not what 
I’d expected. 

But, as with most things, time and dis-
tance worked their magic. Soon I found 

fewer people, less waste, and a more 
tolerant attitude inside. I became more 
comfortable in my surroundings, able 
to appreciate the amazing and changing 
landscapes and incredible human history. 

At some points, the trail was six 
feet below the surrounding forest floor, 
showing how the constant use of the 
path over hundreds of years has eroded 

I made my way via trains and a bus 
to the Camino Frances start in the tiny 
town of Saint-Jean-Pied-de-Port. I had 
spent a lot of time back home fine-
tuning my packing system, managing to 
get all I thought I needed for my three-
week journey into a five-and-a-half 
pound running pack. Showing up on the 
streets of Saint-Jean, however, had me 

the trail’s way into the landscape. In oth-
er places, it paralleled busy highways. 
In Pamplona I missed the celebrated 
Running of the Bulls, but did manage to 
get swept up in a Catalonian Indepen-
dence parade. In the Rioja region, there 
were grape fields and fig trees, and even 
a wine fountain on the side of the trail. 
Across the Meseta, a high, dry, and flat 
plateau in central Spain, my percep-
tions of distance and time were discom-
bobulated as “The Way” headed straight 
west. As we neared Santiago, the trail 
crossed through the autonomous com-
munity of Galicia, with many steep 
rocky paths and wonderful food. 

Most people seemed to be going a 
similar distance per day, keeping pace 
with fellow travelers. While I began 
mostly jogging, it made for an unexpect-
edly lonely start. I thought I would love 
that speed, but then I started to question 
it. When I did stop to talk, I met wonder-
ful people from every walk of life. 

The common thread seemed to be a 
real interest in stepping away from the 
chaos and technology of modern life, to 
spend time just thinking (or not think-
ing!) and learning about others along 
the way. 

Over and over I heard people say, 
“It’s your Camino.” Some individuals 
traveled ten kilometers a day, some 
took a bus part way, and some shipped 
their backpacks ahead. Some carried 

ABOVE The Pilgrims Passport. In order to get  
documentation of having done the Camino you 
have to have at least one stamp every day from 
the Albergue you stay at (hostels for pilgrims 
on foot or bike). Additional stamps come from 
churches and bars.
RIGHT A woman from Florida who finished with 
me, this is the final point that opens on to the 
Plaza in front of the cathedral.

Everyone’s Camino 
is different. 
For mine, packing 
light, traveling 
alone, meeting 
people, and 
journal sketching 
every day went 
a long way toward 
simplifying life.
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TEVA • Rapala • Aventura • Pistil • Smartwool

Patagonia • Smith • Suncloud • KAVU • Temple Fork Fly Rods • Toys

IDAHO SOUVENIRS • SUNGLASSES
GIFTS • CLOTHING • HATS

FLY SHOP • ESPRESSO

208-787-2221
Located in downtown Victor, ID

Open 7 days a week

~ Just 30 minutes from downtown Jackson Hole ~
•
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SMITH WOOLF
ANDERSON&WILKINSON

Attorneys and Counselors

Barton J Birch
EMAIL
Bart@eastidaholaw.net

PHONE
208-354-0110

ADDRESS
65 S. Main #2  |  Driggs, ID  83422

Tax Planning & PreParaTion,
Payroll, accounTing, 

BookkeePing & consulTing

208.354.1023  |  www.chircoPcolyer.com

services include

cils, and watercolors. It initiated sev-
eral conversations about what we ac-
tually need versus what we think we 
need. One traveler told me, “We pack 
our fears.” I believe that if we can just 
put trust in our abilities and faith in our 
surroundings, we can all benefit from 
paring down, even in our everyday life. 
Sure, I had a few cold nights, but noth-
ing worse than that! 

On the last day, I walked into San-
tiago with new friends. Mostly a descent 
and only seventeen kilometers to go, we 
took our time. The routes converged, 
and more and more people came togeth-
er heading into the city. The Way of St. 
James winds through the city, crossing 
under a stone archway to terminate in 
the large plaza in front of the Cathedral.

A journey is always much more than 
the sum of its parts, and it takes time 
afterward for it all to sink in. Ultimately, 
I think trips like this help us to direct 
our lives toward the person we want to 
be and the things we want to prioritize. 
They help us flush out those things that 
seem so important, until we can step 
away to realize they really aren’t so im-
portant after all. 

Everyone’s Camino is different. For 
mine, packing light, traveling alone, 
meeting people, and journal sketching 
every day went a long way toward sim-
plifying life enough to permit me the 
time to really think.  

huge packs and had started in Paris or 
in Berlin. Some were walking twice the 
distance I was undertaking. 

My lightweight pack turned out 
to be the best thing I could have 
done. People had me pose for photos, 
shocked at its relatively tiny size. Of 
particular interest was the amount of 
space taken up by journal, pens, pen-
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BY MICHAEL MCCOY
PHOTOGRAPHY BY LARA AGNEW

“A Classic Taste of the West”

Linn Canyon Ranch
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If you’re searching for a vittle-filled 
venue for that pre- or post-Christ-
mas winter celebration, whether 
for two or for twenty, look no  
further than the family-owned 
Linn Canyon Ranch. 

VACATION & LONG TERM 
RENTAL MANAGEMENT

26 years in Teton Valley —
we’ll match or beat any local manager’s fees!

As a VRBO Premier Partner, guests will 
easily find your vacation rental and book 
with confidence.

Call us today to learn more about our full service 
management and caretaking programs

Premier Partner

800-746-5518  |  www.grandvalleylodging.com  |  Driggs, ID

The ranch lies low at the end of a 
gravel track up a secluded canyon in 
the timber-embraced foothills of the 
Teton Range, about four miles north-
east of Victor. 

A dozen of us, six couples, headed 
to the ranch on the afternoon of De-
cember 16, 2017. Our agreed-upon 5 
p.m. arrival was tinged with disap-
pointment, as we learned that our pre-
dinner, horse-drawn sleigh ride was a 
no-go due to insufficient snow cover—
when snowfall allows, it’s a brisk but 
picturesque way to start the evening. 
But the dismay quickly dissipated as a 
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192 W Birch Street, Victor, ID • 208.787.0445
www.tetonvalleycommunityschool.org

Discover Project-Based Learning

Teton Valley Community School offers an authentic learning 
experience for Pre-K through 8th grade students. TVCS creates 

lifelong learners by educating the whole child through academic 
engagement, character development and community focus.

Boarding, Grooming & 
Professional Training

—Since 1989—
Jackson Pick-Up and Delivery Available 
Individual Indoor/Outdoor Heated Runs 

6 Large Exercise Yards
Special Care and Medications: No Problem

Trail Creek Pet Center

Call us: 208-354-2571 • trailcreekpetcenter@yahoo.com • Driggs • Follow us on Facebook

208-354-RISE   |   40 Depot St.   |   risedriggs.com   |   @risedriggs

NOW SERVING 
baguette sandwiches 

Monday-Saturday!

staffer herded us up the stairs to the 
main lodge’s second-floor hosted bar 
and cocktail-hour rooms, where we 
sipped BYOB wine and nibbled house 
appetizers. 

Back downstairs in the dining room, 
Trudy Linn, who commandeers the 
cooking quarters, and her helpers made 
us feel right at home. Aromas emanat-
ing from the adjacent kitchen had our 
mouths watering and taste buds won-
dering what would accompany our 
entrées, which we each had settled on 
ahead of time when making reserva-
tions. I’d opted for the swordfish, bast-
ed with a lemon garlic olive oil, grilled, 
and served with capellini tossed with 
fresh basil, tomatoes, and garlic. Other 

Linn Canyon Ranch becomes a winter  
wonderland dressed to the nines each  
snowy season. The four-course dinners and 
pre-meal sleighrides are a delight for all.
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choices included grilled filet mignon or 
rack of lamb, and seared king salmon 
topped with a creamy shrimp sauce. 
Salad, warm bread, vegetables, and a 
selection of desserts also adorned our 
plates as the evening wore on. 

It was a relaxed, no-rush dining expe-
rience, as the number of reservations ac-
cepted assures just one seating per eve-
ning. Just time to visit, laugh, and enjoy. 

As we exited the lodge to climb 
into our chilly vehicles, the moonless 
sky glittered with a gazillion stars. The 
smell of woodsmoke drifted through 
the cold air. Lights from the lodge il-
luminated what little snow did cover 
the grounds, rounding out a painting of 
wintertime perfection. PHONE 208-354-8288  |  JERRY LUCEY  |  LUCEYELECTRIC.COM  |  LEI@SILVERSTAR.COM

LUCEY ELECTRIC, INC.

Teton Valley’s 
Premier Electrical 
Contractor since 

1984

Serving 
Teton Valley, 

Jackson Hole, and 
surrounding areas
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Bangkok Kitchen
260 North Main Street
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-6666
Open Daily 11am–9:30pm, 
Closed Wednesdays

Broulim’s Food and Pharmacy
240 South Main Street
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-2350
Open Mon–Sat 7am–11pm
broulims.com/driggs

Corner Drug 
10 South Main Street
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-2334
Open Mon–Sat 9am–6:30pm
driggspharmacy.com

Visit Bangkok Kitchen at their new location on Main Street in Driggs. 
Stop by for traditional Thai cuisine like steamed dumplings, pad see-
eew pan fried noodles, delicious chow mein, curries, and more. Dine 
in for a wonderful meal inside our newly redesigned space, enjoy 
happy hour with friends, or take dinner to go. Expect great Thai cui-
sine and friendly staff on each and every visit. [p. 22]

Order sandwiches to go made from your choice of Columbus meats 
and cheeses. Breakfast sandwiches and paninis made fresh daily. 
Our deli has hot baked or rotisserie chicken, take-and-bake pizza, 
and other meals to go. Check out our display of hand-cut specialty 
cheeses! Freshly prepared salads, our own Sushi Bar, and hot Asian 
food. Daily specials of smoked meats available. Inquire at the deli 
for catering services.

Located at the stoplight in historic downtown Driggs, the family-
owned and -operated Corner Drug Soda Fountain has been a local 
favorite for satisfying that ice cream craving for more than a hundred 
years. Corner Drug also has your weekend essentials and a full-ser-
vice pharmacy. Fishing licenses, Idaho souvenirs, along with books 
and toys make this store a “must see” destination. [p. 75]

din
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Dining In Catering, Inc.
Bill Boney, 
Owner & Executive Chef
208-787-2667, toll-free 800-787-9178
diningincateringinc.com

Dining In Catering, Inc. is the region’s most experienced outdoor event 
catering company, receiving rave reviews for great food and service. 
Owner and executive chef Bill Boney and his staff have catered the 
biggest events, weddings, and corporate retreats to take place in Jack-
son Hole and Teton Valley. Dining In Catering also offers a banquet 
location in Teton Valley—the Wildwood Room, the gathering place for 
Teton Valley’s best events since 2003!  [p. 74] 

Agave
310 North Main Street
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-2003 
Open Daily 11am–10pm

From the owners of El Abuelito in Jackson comes Agave, Teton 
Valley’s very own family Mexican restaurant! Serving fajitas, bur-
ritos, and all of your Mexican favorites, cooked to perfection 
seven days a week, with lunch specials from 11am to 3pm daily. 
Bienvenidos amigos, mi casa es su casa! [p. 79]

Badger Creek Cafe
110 North Main Street
Tetonia, ID 83452
208-456-2588
Sun, Mon, and Thurs 8am–3pm
Fri–Sat 8am–9pm
badgercreekcafe.com

Badger Creek Cafe serves fresh, seasonal, and chef-inspired break-
fast, lunch, and dinner on the north end of the valley in a casual set-
ting. Breakfast specialties include biscuits and gravy, chicken and 
waffles, and a variety of eggs benedict. Serving burgers, sandwiches, 
and salads for lunch, with local favorites for dinner like meatloaf, 
chicken-fried steak, cast-iron-seared ribeyes, and fresh Idaho trout. 
Homemade desserts prepared daily. Join us for happy hour Friday 
and Saturday from 3pm to 5pm for discounted beer, wine, and bar 
snacks. Breakfast available all day on Sundays.

Barrels & Bins
36 South Main Street
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-2307
Open Daily 8am–7pm
barrelsandbins.market

Teton Valley’s source for all-natural and organic products including 
local and organic produce, meats, cheeses, and bulk food; 460 Bread 
baked fresh daily; beer and wine; nutritional supplements; health 
and beauty products; all natural pet foods; and much more! Juice & 
Smoothie Bar is open 9am to 2pm daily. Check in for sandwiches, sal-
ads, and soups, as well as other grab-and-go takeout options. [p. 80]

Butter Café 
57 S Main St.
Victor, ID 83455
208-399-2872
Mon–Fri 7am–3pm; Sat–Sun 8am–
3pm; Thur–Sat 5:30pm–9:30pm
butterinvictor.com

From the owners of Wilson’s StreetFood at The Stagecoach, hus-
band and wife team Marcos Hernandez and Amelia Hatchard have 
brought their culinary chops to Victor, Idaho, with a new must-try 
restaurant on Main Street: Butter Café. Stop by for maple bacon 
eggs benedict, tropical French toast, al pastor hash, and more for 
breakfast. For lunch or brunch, don’t miss the fish tacos, buttery 
steak sandwich, or the kale and arugula salad. New this winter, 
stop by for dinner Thursday through Saturday. [p. 10]
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Forage Bistro & Lounge
285 Little Avenue, Suite A
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-2858
Open Daily Mon–Fri 11am–9pm, 
Sat and Sun 10am–9pm
forageandlounge.com

Grand Targhee Resort
Alta, WY 83414
800-TARGHEE (827-4433)
grandtarghee.com

Forage Bistro & Lounge, specializing in seasonal regional cui-
sine with an emphasis on local ingredients, offers creative, chef- 
inspired lunch, brunch, and dinner seven days a week. Enjoy half-
priced bottles of wine every Wednesday, as well as Happy Hour 
food-and-drink specials daily from 3pm to 5pm. Amazing burgers, 
nightly steak special, pasta, market fish, homemade desserts, and 
more served from scratch. Our open kitchen with nothing to hide 
offers diners a unique experience in Teton Valley. [p. 24]

The Branding Iron offers a menu that features authentic Rocky 
Mountain fare and housemade items. Come enjoy casual slopeside 
dining with a full bar, must-try menu, and unbelievable views. At the 
Trap Bar and Grill you’ll find a wide selection of local microbrews 
on tap, great food like the famous Wydaho Nachos, high-definition 
TVs with your favorite sports teams, and the best après live music 
on this side of the Tetons! Snorkels is your slopeside bistro; enjoy 
a cup of hot coffee or cappuccino with a Wyoming-style breakfast 
burrito; return for lunch and a fresh sandwich with a steaming cup 
of soup. Stop by for dinner on weekends and holidays for authentic 
Mexican cuisine. At Wild Bill’s, treat yourself to Mexican fare, burg-
ers, house-made chili, soups, pizza, and more! [BC]

McDonald’s®

1110 West Broadway @ Hwy 22
Jackson, WY 83001
307-733-7444
Open Daily 5am–12am or later
mcwyoming.com/6435

Fast, Affordable, and On Your Way! Whether you’re driving over the 
pass on your way to Grand Teton National Park or commuting to 
your job on the “other side,” make McDonald’s® a part of your day. 
We’re serving your breakfast favorites like the classic Egg McMuf-
fin®, Egg White Delight McMuffin®, and McCafe™ beverages featuring 
Lattes, Mochas, and Frappes. Premium Salads, Real Fruit Smoothies, 
and Fruit and Maple Oatmeal are delicious choices to support your 
healthy, active lifestyle. [p. 23]

Linn Canyon Ranch 
1300 East 6000 South
Victor, ID 83455
208-787-LINN (5466)
linncanyonranch.com

Linn Canyon Ranch is a winter wonderland where sleigh bells ring 
as you dash through the snow in a horse-drawn sleigh. Join us for 
a cozy western evening and an elegant dinner in our historic lodge. 
Experience the fine hospitality the Linn family is known for. Twenty-
four hour advance reservations required. We also host holiday and 
private parties. [p. 81]

Marigold Café 
Located above the gift shop  
at MD Nursery 
2389 South Highway 33 
Driggs, ID 83455 
Open Mon–Sat 9am–3pm
mdlandscapinginc.com/marigold-cafe

Located above the gift shop at MD Nursery, Marigold Café makes food 
motivated by the mountains. Breakfast and lunch is offered in a casu-
al, counter-service setting. Innovative, nutrition-inspired food is made 
with love using quality ingredients. As the menu changes seasonally, 
guests will find sandwiches, salads, soups, and specialty kitchen dish-
es. Freshly baked treats, espresso, and specialty drinks round out the 
café offerings.

Rise Coffee House
40 Depot Street
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-RISE
Open Mon–Sat 7:30am–3pm
Sun 8am–2pm
risedriggs.com

Rise Coffee House isn’t just a place you’ll find the best coffee and 
baked goods around. It’s a place where our community gathers, says 
hello to one another, and finds time to slow down. Rise is the place 
to go if you are looking for a unique pour-over coffee, a beautifully 
crafted espresso drink, a mouth-watering baked good, or delicious sa-
vory treat. No matter what brings you in, you are sure to feel right at 
home. [p. 88]

Grand Teton Brewing
430 Old Jackson Highway
Victor, ID 83455
888-899-1656
Open Daily 11am–8pm
grandtetonbrewing.com

Grand Teton Brewing’s Tasting Room is open daily this winter offer-
ing a wide selection of beers on tap and packaged products to go.  
Expect to find a rotating tap selection of small batch beers and plan 
to join us for our annual Night of Darkness event in December. We 
look forward to your next visit! [p. 32] Tatanka Tavern 

18 North Main Street, 3rd Floor 
of the Colter Building, Suite 315
Driggs, ID 83422
208-980-7320
Open Daily 4pm–10pm
tatankatavern.com

Tatanka Tavern offers wood-fired artisan pizza, salads, and the fin-
est craft beers and wines. Bring in the family for a night out, or grab 
a seat at the bar and watch the game. Enjoy local favorites like the 
Fungus Amongus for dinner daily. [p. 24]
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Victor Emporium 
45 North Main Street
Victor, ID 83455
208-787-2221
Open seven days a week

Victor Valley Market 
5 South Main Street
Victor, ID 83455
208-787-2230
Open Daily 7am–9pm

Over one million served! For more than sixty-five years, the Vic-
tor Emporium Old Fashioned Soda Fountain has served delicious 
milkshakes, including the World Famous Huckleberry Shake. Gour-
met coffee and espresso served daily. The Emporium is also a great 
place to pick up those unusual gifts. Where the locals meet before 
enjoying the great outdoors here in Teton Valley. [p. 85]

Victor Valley Market is your local grocer and the place to get fresh 
seafood and choice meats in Teton Valley. Offering a unique selec-
tion of groceries, from organic and specialty items to your every-
day needs, including a full selection of wine and beer. Our gourmet 
deli counter offers delicious house-made takeout dishes, along with 
sandwiches made with locally-baked bread, fresh salads, house-
made soups, and so much more! Victor Valley Market has all that you 
need to make a delicious meal, whether for eating in or picnicking 
out. [p. 77]

Three Peaks Restaurant & Catering
15 South Main Street
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-9463
Open Thurs–Sun 4pm–10pm
Daily happy hours 4pm–6pm
threepeaksdinnertable.com

Enjoy classic Italian dishes with a wild western flare: Elk Meat-
balls, Spicy Pork Sausage Lasagna, and Idaho Rainbow Trout just 
to name a few. A great downtown Driggs restaurant close to the 
stoplight. Boutique wine selection available for takeout or on-site 
enjoyment. Plenty of gluten-free and vegetarian options. Private in-
home or on-site catering and cooking classes available. We feature 
locally made artwork in our unique, circa 1940s building. Visit our 
website or call for reservations.

Warbirds Restaurant
253 Warbird Lane
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-2550
Open daily 5pm – 9pm 
tetonaviation.com/warbirds-cafe

Craft cocktails, fine wine, creative cuisine: Teton Valley’s most 
unique dining experience features award-winning Executive Chef 
David Hugo’s seasonally-inspired cuisine from Teton Valley and be-
yond. Serving dinner seven nights a week, 5pm-9pm.  Join us for 
Happy Hour from 5pm-6pm daily, with 50 percent off wines by the 
glass, well cocktails, $4 local drafts, and a $10 local beef burger. 
After dinner, inquire about Teton Aviation’s scenic airplane or glider 
rides and make sure to visit our free display of restored vintage war-
planes. Can’t wait to see you. [p. 44]

The Royal Wolf 
63 Depot Street
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-8365
Open seven days a week; serv-
ing lunch and dinner 11am–late
theroyalwolf.com

Since 1997, locals and visitors alike have enjoyed discovering this 
off-Main Street establishment offering a diverse menu of sand-
wiches, burgers, salads, appetizers, and entrées served in a casual, 
smoke-free, pub-style environment. Complementing our menu is a 
full bar serving all of your favorite beverages, including cocktails, 
wine, and a selection of regional microbrews on draft. Enjoy outdoor 
dining on our spacious deck during the summer. Daily food and beer 
specials, Wi-Fi, and billiards. Stop by to meet old friends and make 
new ones. Snow sagas and fish tales told nightly.

Teton Thai
18 North Main Street
Driggs, ID 83422
208-787-THAI (8424)
Lunch Mon–Fri 11:30am–2:30pm; 
Dinner Daily 4pm–9pm 
tetonthai.com

Voted “Best Restaurant, Teton Valley” in the Jackson Hole Weekly, Teton 
Thai offers something for everyone. Enjoy a variety of exotic dishes, 
from Crispy Duck Pad Gar Pow to Muslim-style Masaman curry, all 
made from our family’s recipes created in Bangkok. Sit at the kitchen 
counter and watch our chefs prepare your dish while you explore our 
eclectic beer and wine list. Stop by our new Teton Thai Brewery and 
Tap Room located down the hall from Teton Thai. Enjoy Old World ales, 
Japanese-style pub food, and sushi nights. Dine in or take out. [p. 40]

Wildlife Brewing 
145 South Main Street
Victor, ID 83455
208-787-2623
Open daily 4pm – 9pm
wildlifebrewing.com

Since 2003, Wildlife Brewing has been a cornerstone to Victor’s res-
taurant scene. Locals and visitors alike visit daily to enjoy award-
winning microbrews and freshly made hand-tossed pizza. With large 
family-friendly seating and a unique stainless steel bar, Wildlife is 
the perfect place to enjoy a quick brew after a fun-filled day or bring 
the whole family to enjoy the best pizza in the valley. Come on in 
and ‘Live the Wildlife!’ [p. 70]
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Grand Targhee Resort
Alta, WY
800-TARGHEE [827-4433]
grandtarghee.com

Grand Targhee Resort
Property Management
18 North Main Street #105
Driggs, ID 83422
307-353-2300, ext 1396
grandtarghee.com

Linn Canyon Ranch
1300 East 6000 South
Victor, ID 83455
208-787-LINN [5466]
linncanyonranch.com 

After a day of skiing, it’s time to relax with the family in one of a vari-
ety of western-style slopeside accommodations. All lodging is located 
just steps away from an array of shopping, dining, and activities. For 
those who desire a more intimate family retreat, consider Grand Tar-
ghee Resort’s Vacation Rentals in Teton Valley, perfectly situated in 
Victor, Driggs, or on the way to the resort. Call 800-TARGHEE to book 
your stay. [BC]

Grand Targhee Resort Property Management will put your investment 
to work with twenty-four-hour service, real estate advice, and stra-
tegic marketing for your vacation rental to maximize exposure. For 
those who desire a more intimate family retreat, consider a vacation 
rental in Teton Valley, perfectly situated in Victor, Driggs, or on the 
way to the resort. Call 800-TARGHEE to book your stay. [p. 74]

Our lodging combines the best of luxurious accommodations against 
the backdrop of an Idaho winter wonderland. Sleep peacefully in a 
timber-frame cabin, nestled in the snowy foothills of the Tetons. Join 
us for a sleigh ride and dinner during your stay. We are also happy 
to help you reserve off-site adventures, such as snowmobile tours or 
cross-country and downhill skiing. [p. 81]

Teton Springs Lodge & Spa by 
Natural Retreats
10 Warm Creek Lane
Victor, ID 83455
888-451-0156 or 208-787-7235 
tetonspringslodge.com

US News & World Report’s #1 Hotel in Idaho multiple times, this Natural 
Retreats destination offers fifty-one elegant guest rooms and suites, as 
well as luxury log cabins.  Nestled in the heart of the Yellowstone-Teton 
area, the year-round resort offers the best of summer and winter activities 
available. The Stillwaters Spa & Salon offers a full range of services. 
Guests staying at the Lodge or in the luxury cabins have access to the 
private resort and club amenities, including two Byron Nelson designed  
golf courses, outdoor heated pool, fitness center, and more. [p. 81]

Fin and Feather Inn
9444 South Highway 31
Victor, ID 83455
208-787-1007
finandfeatherinn.com

The Fin and Feather Inn is a small bed and breakfast in Teton Val-
ley situated along the Teton Scenic Byway. We combine luxury and 
country hospitality, making for a very relaxing and comfortable stay. 
Our five rooms feature Grand Teton views, spacious bedrooms, pri-
vate bathrooms, dual-head showers, a deep soaking bathtub, HD/Di-
rect TV, and free wireless Internet. Come stay at the Fin and Feather 
Inn and experience the wonderful adventures that Teton Valley has 
to offer, while enjoying a quality bed and breakfast.

Grand Valley Lodging
Property Management 
PO Box 191, 158 N. First Street
Driggs, ID 83422
800-746-5518
mail@grandvalleylodging.com
grandvalleylodging.com

Grand Valley Lodging is the premier property management company 
in Teton Valley, operating since 1992. We offer great rates on short-
term rentals that include vacation homes, cabins, and condominiums 
throughout the valley. We are also the largest long-term (six-months-
plus) property management company in the valley, and can help you 
optimize income and maintain your property. With our extremely expe-
rienced team in the housing rental business, we are happy to discuss the 
management of your valuable investment in Teton Valley. [p. 87]

Cabin & Company
57 South Main Street
Victor, ID 83455
307-201-1861
cabinandcompany.com

Cabin & Company provides luxury vacation rentals as well as va-
cation rental representation and premium home management ser-
vices to homeowners in Jackson Hole and Teton Valley. We stand 
by uncompromising standards designed to overachieve the expec-
tations of our owners and guests alike. Homeowners and rental 
guests enjoy meticulous attention to detail and twenty-four-hour 
service. Our staff offers full concierge services, transportation ser-
vice, private chef facilitation, grocery service, daily cleaning, and 
more. It is our pleasure to care for our clients’ homes and provide 
our guests the best in comfort and convenience. [p. 5]

Teton Valley Cabins
34 East Ski Hill Road
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-8153 or 866-687-1522
stay@tetonvalleycabins.com
tetonvalleycabins.com

Nestled amongst mature cottonwoods, Teton Valley Cabins wel-
comes you for your special getaway, vacation home base, or family 
or group reunion. Quaint charm, rustic cabins, and affordable rates 
await you at Teton Valley Cabins, just one mile from Driggs, with 
its restaurants and shops. Enjoy our picnic and activity grounds 
complete with an oversized Jacuzzi, or explore Teton Valley from 
here. We are centrally located, with Grand Targhee Resort just up 
the road and other recreational opportunities within a few minutes 
drive. Various room types are available. Our rooms are equipped 
with microwave, fridge, satellite TV, and WiFi. [p. 77]
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INVEST • EMPOWER • ENRICH

208-354- 0230 | P.O. Box 1523 | 189 N. Main | Driggs, ID 83422 www.cftetonvalley.org

Elevating lives through the  

Competitive Grants • Youth Philanthropy • Tin Cup Challenge Grant Program
Donor Services • Nonprofit Resources • Workshops • Community Catalyst

power of generosity.
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Teton Valley Resort
1208 Highway 31
Victor, ID 83455
877-787-3036
tetonvalleyresort.com

At Teton Valley Resort, our goal is to provide you with a cozy and 
comfortable basecamp for your adventures. We offer a wide variety of 
lodging and amenity options suited to any traveler. Park your motor- 
home or stay in one of our luxury cabins, glamping units, or furnished 
tipis while taking advantage of our guide or shuttle services. Swim in 
our pool or clear your mind with a yoga session in our clubhouse after 
visiting our unique massage studio. We are a community of travelers 
rubbing shoulders and sharing experiences in the gem of the Rocky 
Mountain West known as Teton Valley. We look forward to your visit. 
[p. 41]

Teton Valley Realty Management
253 South Main Street 
Driggs, ID 83422
208-354-3431
mail@tvrmanagement.com
vacationrentalstetonvalley.com

We hope you will allow us to find that perfect home or condominium 
to make your vacation memorable. All of our homes are nicely fur-
nished, meticulously maintained, and fully equipped to accommo-
date your group at a fraction of what you would pay for a few hotel 
rooms. All homes come complete with linens, kitchen necessities, 
smart TVs or satellite TV service, high-speed internet, soaps, and 
paper products. Book online at vacationrentalstetonvalley.com and 
receive all the conveniences of home, away from home. [p. 8]
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Church in the Tetons, Pastor Karlin Bilcher
Driggs City Center | Driggs, ID 83422 | 208-354-HOPE [4673]
churchinthetetons.org | Find us on Facebook

We gather for worship in the Driggs City Center at 9:15am on Sunday 
mornings. We celebrate the Lord’s Supper on the first Sunday of the 
month. On months with five Sundays, we go out as the hands and feet 
of Jesus to serve our neighbors however we may. We are a biblically 
grounded, Christ-centered, mission-focused, witnessing community 
that exists to serve Teton Valley and the world to the glory of God. 
We are often described as authentic, relational, genuine, and honest. 
Nursery is available for infants and toddlers two and under. Educa-
tion is provided for kids three and over.

Calvary Chapel Teton Valley
53 Depot Street | Driggs, ID 83422 | 208-354-WORD [9673]
ccteton.org

Visitors welcome. Our motto is to simply teach the Bible simply—
and thus, our pattern of study is verse by verse, chapter by chapter, 
book by book, right through the Bible. Sunday service starts at 10am 
and typically consists of worship, teaching, and fellowship. Dress is 
nice casual, and the service usually lasts about an hour. Children’s 
church and a nursery are provided. Wednesday Bible study starts at 
7pm and lasts about an hour; dress is casual. One block north of 
the stoplight in Driggs, turn west on Depot Street (opposite Wallace 
Street and the gas station); the church will be on your right.

LDS Driggs Idaho Stake
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints | Teton Valley Wards:

St. Francis of the Tetons Episcopal Church
20 Alta School Road | Alta, WY 83414 | 307-353-8100
sftetons@silverstar.com | stfrancis.episcopalidaho.org

Join us for Sunday morning worship and Sunday School beginning 
at 10am. St. Francis of the Tetons Episcopal Church welcomes wor-
shippers of all walks of faith. In the shadow of the Tetons, this his-
toric church offers an opportunity to experience God’s presence and 
join in fellowship, spiritual renewal, and service to others.

Driggs I Tom Hill 354-8211 1pm
Driggs II Michael Brown 354-8806 11am
Driggs III Meredith Wilson  317-4337 9am
Tetonia I Thomas Richins 456-2871 9am
Tetonia II Jim Douglass 456-2362 11am
Victor I Todd Dustin 787-2211 1pm
Victor II Stuart Marshall 201-5609 9am
Victor III Ryan Nykamp 787-3678 11am
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Teton School District 401
District Office: 208-228-5923
tsd401.org 

Empowering our students to reach their full potential—Teton School 
District 401 provides a safe and exceptional learning environment 
where career and college readiness are the academic cornerstones of 
a relevant and progressive education. [p. 32]

Teton High School
Grades 9–12 | 208-228-5924
tsd401.org 

Teton High School strives to recognize the uniqueness of the indi-
vidual in preparing for a lifetime of learning. THS provides a safe 
and academically focused learning environment, where students are 
challenged for career and college readiness.

Basin High School
Grades 9–12 | 208-228-5928
tsd401.org 

Basin High School is an alternative for students who meet the state 
criteria for enrollment. Students obtain credits through a state- 
approved independent-study format, with assistance from certified 
staff.

Teton Middle School
Grades 6–8 | 208-228-5925
tsd401.org 

Teton Middle School is dedicated to providing a quality education 
through which students will grow in academic achievement, respect 
for themselves and others, self-discipline, integrity, honesty, and  
responsibility.

Teton Elementary Schools
Grades K–3 at Victor 208-228-5929 | Driggs 208-228-5927 |  
Tetonia 208-228-5930 | Rendezvous Upper Elementary grades 4–5 in 
Driggs 208-228-5926
tsd401.org 

The mission of the elementary schools of Teton School District 401 is 
to be integral in the partnership between school, home, and commu-
nity in nurturing and encouraging all children to become productive 
citizens and lifelong learners.

sc
ho

ol
dir

ec
tor

y

Teton Valley Bible Church
265 North 2nd East  |  Driggs, ID  |  208-354-8523
tetonvalleybiblechurch.org

Teton Valley Bible Church exists to glorify God and exalt Jesus 
Christ as Lord through Holy Spirit-empowered living and worship. 
Our mission is to make disciples through gospel-centered outreach, 
the spiritual building-up of believers, and living in loving fellowship 
with one another. We gather together to worship the Lord on Sunday 
mornings at 10:30am. Pastor Jim Otto (M Div) is committed to expo-
sitional preaching and Biblical theology. Child care is available and 
all are welcome. [p. 87]

Teton Valley Community School
Grades pre-K–8 | 192 W Birch Street | Victor, ID 83455
tetonvalleycommunityschool.org

Teton Valley Community School of Teton Science Schools is a place-
based education independent day school for students Pre-K to grade 
8 that creates lifelong learners by educating the whole child through 
academic engagement, character development, and community fo-
cus. [p. 88]
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Some things never go out of style! Cruise untracked powder on one board or 
two, and celebrate the fiftieth winter season at Grand Targhee Resort.  
This season also marks the thirtieth anniversary of snowboarding at the ‘Ghee. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF GRAND TARGHEE RESORTPHOTOGRAPH BY JAMYE CHRISMAN

Long Live Targhee
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Your locally owned source for 
 sage advice in real estate.

Valuing hard work, integrity 
and community. 
Our success is driven by the relationships we 
have developed as a trusted source of local  
real estate knowledge in Teton Valley and the  
surrounding area. Our experienced agents are 
committed to Teton Valley and its community.

We know Teton Valley

 189 NORTH MAIN | SUITE 100 | DRIGGS IDAHO 83422
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LIVE Teton Valley

Victor, ID  |  Property ID: #MJFK25
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